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U.S. Marine Corps S.O.T.G. special 
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experience, he has trained with elite 
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Who Elected the U.N.? 
Dictators and democracies don't have 

equal moral auth01ity. We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are 
created equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalienable 
Rights, that among these are Life, 
Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness. -
That to secure these rights, Governments 
are instituted among Men, deriving their 
just powers from the consent of the gov­
erned. 

Jefferson's phrases are well worth 
remembering just now. The gov­
ernment created by the Declaration 

of Independence two centuries ago is 
weighing war against Saddam Hussein 
before he acquires nuclear weapons. 
And high-minded folks around the 
world are urging it to submit to the 
judgment of the United Nations as 
arbiter of when war is justified. Just 
what is the United Nations, anyway? 
When and how did it receive "the con­
sent of the governed?" 

To ask this question is not to dis­
miss the U.N. out of hand. It does serve 
helpful functions on the likes of post 
and telephone service. 

Its efforts to aid the world's refugees 
have often been exemplary. 

On a grander scale, it is a forum 
where the world's governments meet 
and talk; if the U.N. didn't exist, we'd 
have to invent it. At times it has even 
advanced the interests of security; when 
the first President Bush was seeking 

support for the first Gulf War, the U.N. 
signed up before the U.S. Senate did. 
Even in its darkest hours its promise -
a forum for settling disputes among 
nations without violence - is a 
promise worth preserving. 

A moral exemplar it most emphati­
cally is not, however. Its moral standing 
and moral record deserve to be 
rehearsed just now. Whatever its pre­
tensions, and however much they're 
cheered by the limp-minded, in fact the 
U.N. is the epicenter of world cynicism. 

Here idealistic rhetoric is routinely 
invoked on behalf of power politics and 
often sheer tyranny. In extenuation, it 
could scarcely be otherwise. 

The nations of the world are after all 
a mixed lot. They range from long­
standing democracies such as the U.S. 
and United Kingdom to one-man-all­
the-votes politics in Cuba or 
Zimbabwe. They range from giants 
such as China and India to dwarfs such 
as Andorra and San Marino. Kiribati 
and Maldives worry about vanishing if 
global warming raises sea levels on 
their Pacific atolls. In the Caribbean, 
St. Vincent and the Grenadines, and 
also St. Kitts and Nevis , claim Queen 
Elizabeth II as head of state. 

Under the principle of "state sover­
eignty," each of these 191 nations has 
the same vote as any other. Except of 
course that the five "permanent" mem-

Continued on page 70 
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Oh, for Shame, Shame, Shame 

I have been your faithful subscriber for a 
number of years and your faithful reader for 
so many more years before that, because I 
believed in your commitment to freedom, to 
just causes, to principles and to your/our 
country. 

But I was sickened and hurt when I saw a 
picture (a happy one) in your November 

2002 issue of your Senior Foreign Correspondent and anoth­
er happy asshole drinking daiquiris in El Floridita (remem­
bering Hemingway maybe?) after water jumping with merce­
nary Cuban paratroopers and giving Castro the hard curren­
cy he needed to keep enslaving the Cuban people. 

(Why don't you ask the poor people in the ex-Belgian 
Congo, Ethiopia and Angola, to name a few, about the Cuban 
paratroopers?) 

This situation is not a joke. You of all, visiting the house of 
the oppressor. I would have believed that of many of the free­
toting liberal media in this country, but not of you. Unless 
this visit was in connection to attempt against Castro's life, 
that would be the only reasonable excuse. 

Do you remember the October Crisis in 1962? When 
Castro urged Nikita Krushchev to launch nuclear bombs 
against the USA? 

Do you remember how Cuban-Castro interrogator's teams 
tortured our prisoners in Vietnam? 

Have you forgotten how millions of tons of drugs are actu­
ally shipped through Cuba, to us , with Castro's blessings, just 
to destroy the country from within? 

Do you remember recently when Castro said in Iran 
that both Cuba and Iran will help each other to bring USA 
to its knee? 

What else did your friends do while in Cuba? Have sex 
with a 13-year-old for a piece of soap or for a monthly salary 
there of $3. 

Castro is still our enemy. Where are your principles? 
Shame on you! 

You can stop sending me your magazine when my sub­
scription ends on December 2003. Or better yet: send me a 
refund for the unmailed issues from December 2002 to 2003. 

Only a strong apology printed in your magazine will make 
us change our minds 

Miguel (Mike) del Valle 
Veteran of the Bay of Pigs 
Brigada de Asalto-2506, UDT-Navy 

Our memory is just fine , thanh you very much. And our pub­
lisher was fighting Castro in Cuba and in the USA long before 
Castro tooh control in Cuba. Were you? Or did you just sign up 

:-'-flMi 1 2 .. 

for the CIA's triumphal march on Havana? No, our conespon­
dent did not go to Cuba to trade a bar of soap for sex with kids. 
He wanted to save it to wash out your mouth. How dare you 
addresses us with such language simply because you are not 
clever enough to read between the lines. You know, the team we 
sent down with trench-coats, sunglasses and wide-brimmed hats 
didn't bring back any information at all. It's up to you whether 
or not you change your mind - but it sure would be in every­
body's best interests if you started exercising it. 

Pistols, Politics and Procurement 

David Hackworth's comments on the shortcomi~gs of the 
Beretta 9mm pistol, and the early problems with the Ml6, 
underscore the strong political influences in weapons procure­
ment. The Beretta was adopted after extensive testing against 
other candidates. I think the finalists were Beretta, SIG and 
Colt. One reason the Beretta was selected was to help set off, 
money-wise, the Italian licensing and production of Bell's Huey 
helicopter and this reason was publicly stated at the time. 

The Ml6 was selected to replace the Ml 4 over the objec­
tions of Army Ordnance after Fairchild Armalite sold the 
rights to the AR15/Ml6 to Colt, whose New-England political 
connections undoubtedly helped in the military's decision. 

Name Withheld by Request 
Pittsburgh, PA 

Gee-Whiz, They're Shooting 
At Each Othell 

You could as well have titled your article: 
"Canadian Media Discover War." It is essen­
tially a new subject for them and so they fum­
ble about in embarrassing ways, treating 
everything with a "gee whiz." 

I recently worked on a project requiring 
that I read a lot of old wire stories about the 
Canadian effort in the Second World War. I 

much preferred its matter-of-fact treatment of everyday sol­
diery to today's ultra-hype. Added to the Canadian media's 
lack of expertise is the problem clearly exposed in your arti­
cle: the naive pacificism of so many Canadians, coupled with 
their anti-Americanism. 

The anti-Americanism is an innate thing, going back to 
attempts by the U.S. to invade Canada during your revolu­
tionary war and our mutual War of 1812, though I doubt 
many Canadians could identify these sources. It doesn't dom­
inate most people's thinking. It is more of a subtext. The paci­
ficism is more recent. I suspect it has something to do with 
the Vietnam War, which had a pretty major impact on the 
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thinking of the generation now in power in Ottawa. And 
something to do with the fact that Canadians haven't had to 
fight a war for two generations, thanks, doubtless, to the pro­
tection of the U.S. 

So you see, we can blame the U.S. for just about every­
thing - another key concept for understanding our whiney, 
narcissistic, holier-than-thou nation. 

Steve Weatherbe 
Victoria, BC 

Well, don't be too hard on yourselves. It'd be hard to find 
much difference between the U.S. or Canadian liberal press, or 
for that matter, the wide-eyed elements of either society. 
Differences between our peoples don't amount to much more 
than two brothers in a canoe grumbling about the other snarling 
his fishing line: Were one to fall out, the other would be in the 
drink keeping him afloat before he was wet to his armpits. Were 
talkingfol11s here, not politicians - like the Yanks who enlisted 
in the Canadian militaiy long before the States got into WW II, 
and the 30,000 or so Canadians who enlisted in the U.S. mili­
tary during the Vietnam era, or the Canadian folks who opened 
their homes to stranded American passengers after 9-11, and 
not to forget the Canadian forces who - without a moments 
hesitation - were mustered to aid us while the Trade Towers 
and Pentagon were still burning. Nah, we be mates. And family 
can always sit around the living room arguing about things of 
little import ... like who really won the pig wars. 

Every nation, like every critter on two legs, has a topside and 
a bottom side. Its usually a waste of time to consider too serious­
ly sounds that don't emanate from the topside, as its the topside 
that's - hopefully - connected to the brain of the organism. 

82A1M M82A1 99 

Press No Bener In The Nonhl 

Hey troops: I am an American working up 
here in Canada, and was pleased to see that 
the Canadian snipers had not only set the bar 
a little higher, but downed one more of the 
enemy combatants. I try not to read any of the 
press articles up here because for the most 
part they miss the boat. This isn't to bash 
Canadian's as a whole, they can whip us at 

hockey, they broke the sniping distance record. But what their 
press doesn't realize is the training, time, leadership, patience 
and above all skill that it takes to complete these missions. 
Snipers as you know spend countless hours refining and re­
refining their skills, tons of lead flying down range to achieve 
a different kind of mile-hi club. I for one am glad this has been 
broken, the Marines needed a little motivation to re-break the 
record (being prior Army, I would hope that an Army sniper 
would set the next bar). I am all for the atta boy, eh? 

Lee Magruder 

Maybe the problem is like here Stateside: journalists go to 
school to learn how to say something . . . but for the most part 
never learn to have anything to say. ~ 

SOF Welcomes Letters To The Editor. I I 
Letters may be edited for space considerations. Please address 
correspondence to: Editor, SOF Magazine, 5735 Arapahoe, Ste.AS, 
Boulder, CO 80303 or E-Mail to: editorsof@aol.com . 
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Since its introduction in 1982, the Barrett M82A 1 
semi-auto rifle has been embraced by 35 armed 
forces the world over. The deployment of the 
M82A 1 in Desert Storm built the fame, as 
Barrett's .50 Caliber semi-auto outperformed 
expectations and set new standards of accuracy 
and reliability under fire. 
Now you can own the same proven quality and 
desi@n in Barrett's M82A 1 civilian model semi· 
auto. So whether you're a collector, a sportsman 
or ready to participate in semi-auto competition, 
you'll have every advantage that comes with 
Barretfs experience. Add to that the assurance, 
like all U.S. adopted models, the M82A 1 will 
retain its value, longevity and popularity. And, 
wMen you need them, parts and accessories are 
available generation after generation. 

B~lRRETT 
Barrett Firearms Manufacturing, Inc. 

P.O. Box 1077, Dept SOF •Murfreesboro, TN USA 37133-1077 
Phone: 615·896·2938 • Fax: 615-896-7313 

E-mail: mail@barrettrilles.com • www.barrettrilles.com 
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Bulletin Baa111 
SOf Contributor Killed In Chechnya 

Gervaise Roderick (Roddy) Scott, 31 , of North 
Yorkshire, England, was killed 26 September 2002 while 
filming combat between Chechen rebels and Russian 
forces in Galashki, lngushetia (a Russian republic next 
to Chechnya) for Frontline Television. Educated at 
Repton School and Edinburgh University, Scott became 
a free-lance journalist in 1994. During the following 
eight years he covered various conflicts in Yemen, 
Kurdistan, Iraq, Afghanistan, Albania, Kosovo, 
Palestine, Sierra Leone, Ethiopia and Chechnya, con­
tributing articles and photos to Soldier Of Fortune, Jane's 
Intelligence Review, Jane's Defence Weekly, Middle East 
and Reuters news agency. Scott contracted cerebral 
malaria in Sierra Leone and temporarily lost his sight. A 

--~ year later was arrested in 
Ethiopia and charged with 
espionage. He narrowly 
avoided being killed in 
Albania and Afghanistan. 
For the last two years, 
Roddy was working on a 
documentary of Chechen 
rebels operating from 

Georgia's Pankisi Gorge in their war with Russia. As a 
video cameraman, he was a freelance contributor to 
Frontline Television and his work was used by the BBC, 
Sky News, CNN, and Britain's Channel Four. 

The number of casualties from the battle at Galashki 
has not been confirmed, but Russian officers claim 80 
Chechen rebels and up to 20 Russians, including the 
two-man crew of a downed Mi-24 helicopter gunship, 
were killed. Russian state TV, Channel RTR, broadcast 
Scott's recovered video footage, showing Chechen rebels 
from a group of about 200 crossing from Pankisi to 
North Ossetia and then infiltrating into lngushetia. The 
Russian government now cites it as evidence that 
Chechen rebels move freely through Georgian territory. 
A few seconds of a firefight are shown. At one point the 
video abruptly zooms in on a low-flying Russian heli­
copter launching a missile. It ends with a shot of cam­
ouflage-uniform-clad bodies. Scott was reportedly killed 
when a bullet pierced the lens of his camera. One eye­
witness claims Scott was killed during the engagement, 
others claim he was last seen by Chechen fighters reach­
ing the Russians' forward positions under a makeshift 
white flag and was later found among the Chechen dead. 
Roddy will be missed by myself, SOF and many other 
war correspondents. He did it right. 

-Rob Kratt 

Green Beret Killed In zamboanga 

Army Sergeant First Class 
Mark Wayne Jackson, 40, of 
Glennie, Mich., of the 1st SFG, 
based at Ft. Lewis, Wash., was 
killed in the southern Philippine 
village of Malagutay, part of the 
city of Zamboanga, by an impro­
vised explosive device that also 
killed two Filipinos and injured 
some two dozen other people. 
The bomb was detonated on 2 
October outside a restaurant and 
bar frequented by American 
troops from the nearby base. Zamboanga is 530 miles south 
of the capital city of Manila. 

Milital)' Parachuting Tours: 
Filling Manifests for 2003 

Military Parachuting Tours International has run more 
than 20 "jump tours" in the past seven years with military 
forces in various countries. A group just completed a water 
jump with the South African 44th Para Regiment in 
Bloemfontein in November. An upcoming tour to the 
Dominican Republic and a jump with the DRAF commandos 
is scheduled for Spring 2003. The tour is all-inclusive with 
airfare from the States, accommodations, most meals, train­
ing or refresher training, wings, and official military certifi­
cate. Freefalls and sport parachute jumps available. The 
Holland Jump School/ Jump Tour in May 2003 includes the 
same, plus a parachute-packing class, five or eight static-line 
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jumps depending on aircraft jumped, and is available for 
"legs" and experienced jumpers alike. For information on 
these and other jump tours (programs are currently being 
coordinated for Eastern Europe, Peru, Italy, and South 
Africa), which can earn you a set of foreign jump wings, con­
tact SOF Chief Foreign Correspondent Rob Krott via 
www.MilParaTours.com or do MPTI, P.O. Box 1573, Olean, 
NY 14 760; or e-mail: para6@hotmail.com . In photo are 
Foreign Military jumpers over Poprad Airfield, Slovakia after 
exiting an Mi-8 Helicopter. 

fCSPI fundraiser: 
Win a Barren .so RiHe! 
In response to recent attacks on law-abiding gun owners 

by gun-grabbing politicians of Los Angeles , the state of 
California and others, the Fifty Caliber Shooters Policy 
Institute (FCSPI) has a fundraising effort to keep its vital 
lobbying activities on the forefront of the next great battle 
of the individual right to keep and bear arms. On 18 
December 2002 , one lucky contestant will be able to claim 
the Barrett M-99 .50 BMG rifle, donated by Ronnie Barrett 
of Barrett Firearms. 

Suggested contribution for a shot at one of the great rifles 
of the last 20 years is only $25. Entries can be made by mail: 
P.O. Box 8499, Dept. SF, Moreno Valley, CA 92552; or via fax: 
909-653-8807; telephone: 909-653-5447; or over a secure 

CARBINE CONVERSION UNIT 
BY MECH-TECH SYSTEMS INC. 

Create a more accurate & powerful firearm! 
Quick, easy, no modifications to your Glock™ or 1911 pistol. 

All Mech-Tech products offer a limited life-time warranty. 
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server at www.fcspi.org . You can also reach FCSPI via E-Mail 
to jb50bmg@earthlink.net . 

"In my 26 years as a police officer and SWAT Team marks­
man, I never once came across a .50 caliber rifle used in a 
criminal event," Burtt notes. ".50 caliber shooters have been 
around for decades as a dedicated, peaceful, law-abiding 
group of target shooters and hunters. And, although our num­
bers have grown from just a few, to a few tens of thousands in 
just a short period of time, our sport is still in its infancy 
stage. I just could not live with myself if I did not stand up 
and protect a right I believe so strongly in. For if the Gun 
Grabbers succeed in banning .50 caliber bolt-action rifles, do 
not think for a second that they will not come back for the .30 
calibers, the 5.56mm and others next ... Even if you have 
never fired or owned a .50 BMG rifle, now is the time to stand 
with us in this battle," Burtt concluded. The opportunity to 
win a world famous Barrett M-99 ends 18 December 2002, but 
the need for financial support goes on to protect our freedom! 

Hean of a Soldier 

The new book, Heart of a Soldier, about Rick Rescorla, 
hero of the Battle of the la Drang Valley, and hero of 9-11-01 
is in the stores from Simon and Schuster. The book is by 
Pulitzer Prize-winning reporter, James B. Stewart. Rescorla 
was a Cornishman and had served in a British airborne Ml 
unit on Cyprus, and in a paramilitary police unit in Northern 
Rhodesia prior to joining the U.S. Army. The book chronicles 
his friendship with Dan Hill, a former Ranger Instructor he 
met in Northern Rhodesia after Hill had served as a merce-

nary in the Katanganese paramilitary police. Hill was under­
cover for a U.S. intelligence agency at the time. It also covers 
Rick's love affair with his second wife, Susan. For SOF fans, 
the heart of Heart of a Soldier is his adventures in Vietnam, 
and Rescorla and Hill's pioneering efforts in counter-terror­
ism. Were it not for Rescorla's efforts the death toll on 9-11 
would have been double: He died in the collapse of WTCll, 
going upstairs, looking for stragglers. 

fighting Revisionist Histol}' -
on foor 

Mr. H. K Edgerton, former head of the Asheville, NC, 
NAACP who for the last several years has taken an active 
interest in defending the accuracy of Confederate history, has 
donned his Confederate uniform and is carrying a Third 
National Flag of the Confederacy the 1,300 miles across 
Dixie from Asheville to Austin, Texas. His march is in protest 
of the debasing of Southern heritage and revisionist history 
regarding the Confederacy itself, and as a declaration that 
Southern symbols, including those of the Confederacy, 
should be part of a proud heritage and not subject to tam­
pering by revisionist historians (especially damn Yankees) , 
nor lost in the swirling tides of what some may deem to be 
politically correct (or expedient). As a 55-year-old black man 
he probably has his work cut out for him, and we wish him 
every success on his odyssey. 

A running report on Edgerton's progress will be available at: 
http://www.sierratimes.com/02/10/12/dixiemarch.htm . ~ 

Making your next step safer 

The BfR Combat Boot is the world's first standard issue combat boot 
that provides a measure of protection against anti-personnel landmines. Its 
protective properties have been independently tested by the Royal Military 
College of Science in the United Kingdom. 

16 

The BfR Combat Boot gives working soldiers the psychological comfort 
of knowing that they are equipped with a degree of protection against 
anti-personnel landmines which is simply not available with current stan­
dard issue combat boots. 

The BfR Combat Boot is as light as, or lighter than, a normal combat boot. 
It is priced at no more than other high quality combat boots and as such its 
protective benefits are provided to you for free. 

The BfR Combat Boot is probably the safest combat boot on earth. It is a 
revolution in military footwear. Every working soldier should own a pair. 

Tel: (852) 2890 9000 Fax: (852) 2881 8545 
Website: www.bfrboots.com E-mail: itifo@bfrboots.com 
USA Toll Free Line: 1-866-3173888 

Patented in the USA and other countries. 
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THE LEGENDARY M-65 FIELD JACKET 
Crafted in Premium Leather by Cooper 

Rugged genuine leather version of 
the famous cloth M-65 Field Jacket 
issued to the U.S. Army Infantry 
since tne 1930~. 

Originally de""signed 
to offer environmental 
and camouflage protec­
tion under di verse. bat­
tlefield conditions -
recreated by Neil 
Cooper, US:A in sup­
ple, durable leather 
fo · even greater 
wairmth and wind 
resistance. 

Exceptional 
Versatility: The Cooper 
Leather M-65 Cold Weather 
Field Jacket has been craft­
ed in premium leather to 
withstand rigorous climatic 
conditions. Yet, it's versa­
tile enough for multi-sea-

Distinctive M-65 Details: Details 
include six exterior pockets and two 

interior pockets, heavy duty front 
zipper and snap closure 

placket, velcro-snap clo­
sure stand collar and 
adjustable velcro-clo­
sure cuffs, epaulets 
and a bi-swing back 
for freedom of move­
ment. The quilted 
lining and 32" length 
insure added 

warmth; the hidden 
drawstring waist and 

bottom and roomy fit 
accomodate extra layers of 
clothing underneath. The 
Cooper Leather M-65 
Cold Weather Field Jacket 
is available in black or 
brown leather. Sizes XS -
3XL. 

son, everyday use. In fact, we Call Toll Free: 
think it's the best jacket you'll ever wear! 

--l mt877-532-4531 ext: 

30 Da_y Money 
Back Guarantee 

Just $199.50 or 5 Monthly 
Installments of $39.90 

Free 
Shipping! 

A portion of each sale goes to help support needy children. Satisfaction Guaranteed! 

Eagle Rose 
436 Ferry Street, 2nd Floor www.neilcooperusa.com 
Newark, NJ 07105 

Please send me _ _ Cooper M·65 Field Jacket 
Size (XS - 3XL) , Color Black 

Please send me __ Cooper M-65 Field Jacket 
Size (XS - 3XL) , Color Brown 
__ Charge single payment of $199.50 per jacket. Shipping is 

Free! 

_ _ Charge each of 5 installments of $39.90 to my credit 
Card. Shipping is Free! 

_ Mastercard _VISA _ Discover _ American Express 
Orders by money order/phone/credit card ship with in five business days; orders by check are 
held until check clears. Shipping/handling charges apply on merchandise sent outside the U.S. 
Call for details. 

Toll Free: 1-877-532-4531 Ext. 

Address ______________ _ 

City/State/Zip ____________ _ 

Credit Card # _ __________ Exp. __ 

Signature _ ________ _____ _ 

Telephone~-~---~-~~~~,--___,,~ 
_ _ I prefer not to use a credit card. Enclosed please find a 
check or money order for the full amount of $199.50 shipping 
and handling is free. 
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Qua11e1mas1e1 
Impedimenta control 

There are those Thoreauean curmudgeons among us 
who dream of a desert isle with no sat phones, no beepers, 
no clandestine cameras nor radios, headsets, ear-phones, 
wires, batteries, tie-tack cameras, transmitters nor any­
thing else more complicated that a sharp stick to dig clams 
and a good knife to open coconuts. 

Now, back to the real worM: The electronic wizardi;y 
and gadgets available to contemporary 
operators, or even just those who haunt 
Radio Shack and the Sharper Image cat­
alogs is, like all useful tools, worth hav­
ing with you for various missions at 
hand. That is, if you can keep it all 
straight and useful without taking your 
concentration from your mission. The 
time has long past when a good safari 
jacket with its four pockets could do the 
job - today's selection of toys is just too 
big to fit in Santa's pack anymore. 

What you need to carry what you 
need, may well be some "Technology 
Enabled Clothing™" - the Scott 
eVesf™, Version 2.0. The ScotteVest is a 
lightweight jacket with 17 pockets that 
let the wearer discreetly hold, conceal 
and connect cell phones, pagers, PDAs 
and CD/MP3 players via its 17 pockets 

SpecialOpsSufllivalNecklace 

The fi rst tool for survival, of course, is attitude. The 
second most useful tool(s) comprise the ones you have 
with you. Duh-uh. And if they're not with you, they are 
substantially less useful. That's why our favorite practi­
tioner of the practical, Ranger Rick Tscherne, designed 
this clever, basic assortment of survival tools that you 
wear as a necklace, so as long as your head is attached, 
you have 'em with you. 

Strung on a wire saw (encased in a rugged plastic tube 
that would also do for sucking water you can see but not 
reach) there is a mini-compass, fire starter, signal mirror, 
luminous whistle and a sharpenable ID razor tag. Within 
the limits of the break-away safety link, you can also hang 
additional, individual survival items on the necklace. Log 
onto www.TheRangerDigest.com and you will find how to 

and an internal conduit system for the wires from various 
connected electronics and mission-essential gear. Special 
pockets accommodate digital cameras, portable key­
boards, GPS devices, small laptop computers, radios -
even such modern "essentials" as bottled water, tickets, 
books/magazines, wallets, keys and such. At the airport, 
you can doff the whole unit and send it through the scan­
ner without unloading and disconnecting it all (at risk, of 
course, of confusing technologically challenged scanning 
personnel). The sleeves dismount to reveal a vest with 

nearly the same capabilities. Made from 
very comfortable, soft micro-fiber, the 
unit is available in black, olive, khaki. 

Designed to keep the operator operat­
ing hands-free, special features help 
keep earphones in place, which can be 
important when your hands are integral 
to the job at hand - even if you are just 
driving and cell-phoning in mandated 
hands-free areas such as Asia, Europe or 
New York. Be a closet geek: hide your 
electronics and paraphernalia, whether 
they are tools or toys. 

You can order toll-free at 866-909-
VEST; or check them out on the web at 
www.scottevest.com ; or contact them by 
mail: at ScotteVest LLC, Dept. SOF, 1456 
N. Dayton St., Chicago IL 60622. I just 
might order one out to hold my knife 
and sharp stick. 

use the survival necklace to the best advantage, and of 
other useful items you can attach to it. You will also 
learn of Ranger Rick's series of pocket-size and practical 
publications on many different aspects of GI fieldcraft. 
Points of contact are: Ranger Rick's Books, Dept. SOF, 11 
Poppy Lane, West Grove, PA 19390; fax: 610-869-4 776; 
or e-mail to rangerbooks@hotmail.com . ~ 
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'1\11.E. J•A(~J{ The worlds toughest, most 
~ versatile assault 

~ - pack. 
Modular 

capabilities 
Dimensions: 
19"h x 12"w 

x 12"d 
capacity: 

2500 cu. in. 

S.O.H (Soldier's Optimized Buttpack): 
On the move access of your essentials! 
Measures:14"w x 11 "h 6"d capacity: 930 cu. in. 

HDU POf~IiE'J1 OllGANIZEll 
Keeps your BOU I pack pockets clutter-free 

AI~I~ I•IJJlPOSE H1\.G A super durable 
3-pocket multi-storage 

with waterproof 
Storage. Measures: 

7.5"h x 7"w x 1"d 

bag. 
Measures 

10"1 x 9"w x 7"h 
capacity: 

600 cu. in. 

'11.11.E. (~llE(~liHOOii 'J111E PA(~){ ll1\.'J1 Portable 
"drop-in" organization for pack 

- perfect for travel , field & office. 
(Tactical Holds Everything) l\T 1\.ttE'l1 The toughest most 
Wallet - tough, durable and versatile Checkbook wallet on 
Velcro®-free! the market. Measures: 10"h x 7"w x 2.5"d capacity: 175 cu. in. 

USA Toll-Free 866-SPEC OPS 

Now Accepting Dealer Inquiries 
Best Made Designs L.L.C. 

Dept. SOF PO. Box 475 Monahans, TX 79756 USA 



Enough Pain And The State Will Crack 
BY DR. TOM MARKS 

Troops of the rightist outlawed vigilante/"paramilitar" group the United Seit-Defense 
Forces of Colombia (AUC) stand in formation. Many of these fighters are of peasant origin 
and say they are fighting "tire against tire" against Marxist guerrillas. 

In Colombia, the main insur­
gent group, Fuerzas Armadas 
Revolucionarieas de Colombia, 

or FARC, has not ceased attempting to 
mobilize the masses. This is ironic, 
since FARC has also become the domi­
nant player in facilitating the country's 
central role in the drug trade. 

The insurgents rationalize their 
exploitation of narcotics as simply tak­
ing advantage of the opportunity pro­
vided by the Colombian capitalist state 
to "hang" it (to borrow from Lenin). 
Likewise, kidnapping and extortion, 
the second and third sources of FARC 
funds , respectively, are neither just 
"revolutionary taxation." 

In all three cases, the point is to 
fund revolutionary war. FARC projects 
its columns (columnas) into largely 
rural space tactically as the means to 
realize operational goals, which in turn 
answer to its strategic plan. 

That FARC leads with its armed 
component, rather than its political 
cadre, it rationalizes as a self-defense 
measure necessitated by the ruthless 
nature of the Colombian state, which 
has demonstrated time and again its 
duplicity and willingness to kill all who 
attempt to oppose it from within. 

Dominating an area first , then, by 
eliminating the armed presence of the 
state (especially policemen), as well as 
those who serve that state (e.g. mayors) 
or who attempt actively to support it 
(e.g. vocal opponents of FARC), is seen 
not as a violation of doctrine but com­
mon sense. That political cadre active 
in areas so-dominated have proved nei­
ther particularly effective nor imagina­
tive is a shortcoming of implementation 
of design, not evidence of design 
absence. 

Widespread use of kidnapping and 
extortion, seemingly counterproduc-
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tive, in reality serves further to "pre­
pare the battlefield" by weakening state 
legitimacy and control. 

In assessing strategic and opera­
tional calculations, we are hampered 
by good information on FARC person­
alities and their relationships with 
each other. That FARC leadership is 

universally male from the Front level 
up; that these individuals are products 
of what may be termed "rural 
parochialism"; that their Marxism 
remains primitive, as well as anachro­
nistic; all this is known. 

Why a more vigorous political com­
ponent has not resulted from obvious 

FARC guerrillas are mostly young and well-armed with an assortment of weapons either 
bought on the black market or captured. Their arsenal includes South African-made 40mm 
grenade launchers, Romanian- and Russian-made AK-47 assault rifles, U.S.-made M-16 
automatic rifles, Israeli-made Gali/ automatic rifles, Belgian-designed FAL rifles. The 
guerrillas also claim to possess shoulder-held surface-to-air miss/es. 
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Colombian Marines patrol the Magdalena 
River, in north-central Colombia, one of 
Colombia's most dangerous areas, where 
fire fights between government forces, 
Marxist guerrillas, and rightist illegal 
paramilitary forces frequently take place. 

efforts to create such may be as simple 
as noting the logical consequences of 
the factors just enumerated: the move­
ment remains a prisoner of time and 
place, "peasant" in its essence, unable 
to recruit from societal elements which 
would invigorate its thinking and 
approach (e.g. academics or social 
activists). 

Yet such, which could well prove 
fatal in a different setting, in another 
time, has in Colombia proved sec­
ondary to the existence of FARC as a 
combatant force. FARC can rationalize 
its shortcomings and move ahead with 
those violent measures necessary to ful­
fill the strategic plan. 

In this approach it mirrors the 
actions of Sendero Luminoso once its 
"people's war" had been declared in 
1980. For the 17 years prior to that dec­
laration, Sendero functioned over­
whelmingly in the mode that would 
have drawn Mao's approval, patiently 
recruiting cadre, expanding into the 
unincorporated areas of Peru. 
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These were both Indian and desper­
ately poor, linguistically as well as cul­
turally outside the mainstream. The 
guerrillas resorted to violence only in 
the breach. 

Once it had committed itself to the 
overt armed struggle (which, it may 
be noted, it also "repackaged" in its 
own phases rather than adopting liter­
ally those of Mao), however, Sendero's 
ideological designs raced far ahead of 
the political consciousness of its mass 
base. When the latter resisted, the 
movement replied with violence and 
came, increasingly, to rely upon such 
terror not only for expansion but for 
existence. 

The result was that Sendero mobi­
lized its own demise, so alienated its 
mass base that when a new govern­
ment strategy was operationally imple­
mented in a relatively sophisticated 
counterinsurgency, tactical miscues by 
security force personnel became irrele­
vant. An aroused populace, armed and 
organized by the state (in minimal 
fashion in both instances, it is impor­
tant to note) , swept the Maoists out of 
the Peruvian highlands (see SOF, 
March 1999). 

That FARC's struggle, very similar in 
particulars, has not met with the same 
end results from the most logical of rea­
sons: Bogota has not implemented the 

Carlos Castano, widely seen as the maxi­
mum leader of Colombia 's largest rightist 
outlawed "paramilitary" group, the United 
Self-Defense Forces of Colombia (AUC), 
addresses his men in formation. 
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The FARC's top military strategist Jorge Briceno, alias Mono Jojoy (right front, wearing 
beret and holding a U.S.-made M203 combination M-16 rifle/40mm-grenade launcher) 
with his troops in southern Colombia. To the left, next to Mono Jojoy, is "Urias," one of 
the FARC's best combat commanders, who was killed in battle since this photo was taken. 

"Peruvian approach." In particular, 
there are no local forces of any kind. 

Also absent are the micro-develop­
ment initiatives that played such an 
important role in addressing the con­
cerns of the poorest one-third of 
Peruvian society. This was the very 
group upon which Sendero relied for its 
manpower (as did the drug producers, 
Peru at the time being the dominant 
source of the raw product that 
Colombia is today). 

This shortcoming of approach i.s 
understood by the Colombian security 
forces and an increasing number of 
other actors, such as politicians and 

businessmen. It is apparently well 
understood by the Uri.be camp, though 
one may question the depth of their 
knowledge. 

The result, as 2002 nears a close, 
has been the present stalemate on the 
battlefield - even as the populace 
overwhelmingly rejects FARC. The con­
sequence is that the struggle is essen­
tially a military contest, one of alterna­
tive modes of resource-mobilization 
and power-projection. 

What Lies Ahead 
In this contest, FARC has not devi­

ated from the parameters outlined 
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above. just as Sendero eventually ele­
vated tactical presence in marginal 
areas of urban space (particularly the 
belts of slums which well-nigh univer­
sally surround Latin American cities) to 

a position as an operational element, so 
has FARC made such a move. 

Evidence indicates the decision was 
made well in advance of Uribe's becom­
ing a significant factor in Colombia's 
electoral dynamic. Documents demon­
strate, for example, that PIRA 
[Provisional Irish Republican army] 
personnel began arriving in the Zona as 
early as mid-1999 (Congressional 
research-ers put this date at 1998). The 
nature of their activities - and the spe­
cific weapons modifications and tactics 
passed on - leaves no doubt as to 
FARC's intent to elevate the profile of 
its urban activities. 

Operationally, this decision 
stemmed from FARC's assessment of 
the stage to which the conflict had pro­
gressed - not from particulars of can­
didate positions. Operationally, urban 
action serves to draw-off government 
forces and to deplete scarce resources. 

Politically, it brings the war home to 
the populace, especially to the political 
decision-makers . It is this target, the 
will of the populace, which FARC sees 
as vulnerable to demoralization. 

That the approach thus far has 
served only to provoke just the oppo­
site backlash (e.g. the election of Uribe 
himself) has apparently been irrele­
vant. FARC is convinced that if it can 
inflict enough pain, the state will 
crack. Ironically, this was PIRA's unsuc­
cessful strategy in Ulster. (See SOF, 
February 1997.) 

Concurrently, the damage done 
serves to degrade the state's ability to 
continue to wage war, by attacking its 
resource base - even as FARC's own 
resource base remains largely invulner­
able to counter-measures (funded as it 
is, at least in its drug component, by 
insatiable demand in the U.S.). 

Terror actions, therefore - which 
are mislabeled as "terrorism" - have 
required no change in approach, no 
shift in resources or emphasis. 
Specifically: Tactical intensification of 
terror actions is to be expected, as 
should use of "terror-like" actions dur­
ing regular combat operations (e.g. 
increased use of mines). All indications 
are that enhanced use of such method­
ology, whether urban bombs or rural 
booby traps , long has been planned. 

Such use will complement the 
FARC approach rather than displace 
the whole or elements of the approach. 

A Colombian Marine, armed with a South African-made 40mm grenade launcher, stands ready 
beside an 81mm mortar on a patrol boat, on the Magdalena river, in north-central Colombia. 
This is one of Colombia's most dangerous areas, where firefights between government forces, 
Marxist guerrillas, and rightist illegal paramilitary forces frequently take place. 

FARC, given its effort to break popular 
will , likely will work to pull off "spec­
taculars" at opportune moments . 

An inventory of PIRA techniques 
and weapons used in Northern Ireland 
provides a likely listing of what is 
appearing on the battlefield in 
Colombia. Captured materials , 
weapons, and interrogations already 
demonstrate the extent to which PIRA 
influence is present. 

Though FARC as yet has shown no 
wi llingness explicitly to target 
Americans , recent actions - especially 
the design to eliminate the ability of 
the Colombian state to function -
would support a judgment to do so. 
This will happen if it is perceived U.S. 
input is thwarting FARC ends. That 
FARC will reach such a conclusion is 
likely given the parochial logic preva-

lent in the movement. 
None of this should be interpreted 

to posit an "either/or" relationship 
between FARC's immediate plans and 
its long-range strategy. Though its six 
major mobile warfare offensives were 
soundly defeated, there are no indica­
tions that FARC has abandoned the 
approach - only moved back into a 
cycle of pause for regrouping. 

While we may ultimately, some years 
from now, judge that a turning point 
was reached with the defeat of those 
offensives, it is unlikely that such is the 
case now: objectively, as judged by the 
situation on the ground; or subjectively, 
as judged by FARC self-perception and 
intentions. As indicated by the actions 
encompassed in Operation "7th of 

Continued on page 68 
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An erican Uniform 
In A Forei n Court 
Has U.S. Resistance To The International Criminal 

Court Put American 1toops In Legal JeopardY? 
BY DR. MARTIN BRASS 

TH E he United States could do nothing to stop 
the International Criminal Court (ICC) 
from becoming a reality on 1 July, with 

more than 70 member states. The fact that the United States 
refuses to become a party to the ICC, however, does not 
immunize U.S. military personnel from being subject to the 
jurisdiction of a foreign court. In fact, U.S. resistance may 
have jeopardized U.S. troops. 

Not only does the ICC, headquartered in The Hague, the 
Netherlands, have jurisdiction to try U.S. military personnel, 
any state that accepts ICC jurisdiction can try a U.S. service 
member it alleges has committed acts of genocide, war 

crimes, or crimes against humanity on its territory. 
President Bush "unsigned" the ICC treaty that Clinton 

had signed in the twilight hours of his tenure. The rejection 
of the ICC by the United States is largely based on the fact 
that the United States lost its fight to have the UN Security 
Council control the ICC, where it could veto any prosecu­
tion of U.S. military personnel. Previous international crim­
inal courts, including the Nuremberg court, and the ICCs 
for the former Yugoslavia and Rwanda, could be easily 
manipulated by the United States within the UN Security 
Council. The Universal ICC governing body, however, is 
largely independent of the UN. 

The Administration did convince the 
Security Council to give immunity from the 
ICC for "current or former officials or person­
nel of states not parties over acts or omissions 
relating to a UN established or authorized 
operation" until 1 July 2003. The immunity 
does not extend to American troops stationed 
overseas in any of 100 missions in which the 
United States is involved, if that mission is not 
UN-endorsed. For those missions, the United 
States does have cause for concern. 

When three G/s were captured by a Serb patrol in Kosovo, Serb officials first 
threatened a military trial, then a civilian judge launched "court proceedings." 
The U.S. administration called the proposed trial a "kangaroo court" and the U.S. 
State Department stressed that such court proceedings against POWs were a vio­
lation of international Jaw. Andrew Ramirez {left) Christopher Stone and Steven 
Gonzales were eventually released - but the bottom line is, G/s in hostile custody 
cannot be assured of just treatment. 

In addition, the Bush Administration has 
tried to strong-arm countries into signing 
bilateral agreements whereby those countries 
would give immunity from the ICC to U.S. 
troops. So far, 12 small and poor countries 
have agreed not to turn over U.S. military 
personnel to the ICC. In addition, in what 
was considered a coup, the European Union 
agreed to allow its 15 member states to sign 
such immunity agreements, while making it 
clear that the U.S. demand for blanket immu­
nity was rejected. 

That compromise not only has its limita­
tions, but it obligates the United States to 
commit to investigating and trying troops 
suspected of committing war crimes, crimes 
against humanity and genocide in military 
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or U.S. courts. These agreements apply only to soldiers or 
officials sent abroad. 

Currently, U.S. Status of Forces Agreements (SOFA) and UN 
"Status of Mission Agreements" give the United States primary 
jurisdiction over its troops. Although the United States has 
turned over its troops to the host state in cases of common 
crime such as rape or murder, it fiercely guards jurisdiction 
over war crimes and other international crimes. Under the ICC, 
that might change. The verdict has yet to come down as to 
whether SOFAs override a party's commitments under the ICC. 

How Bad Can It Get? 
What is tl1e worse-case scenario under the ICC treaty? 
The obvious example is that of Iraq. 
The four permanent members of tl1e Security Council 

have made it clear that the UN would not endorse U.S. 
aggression against Iraq. The United States would have diffi­
culty justifying its action under existing UN resolutions or 
under the principles of self-defense, the only justifiable use 
of force in International Law. Such an action would be any­
thing but a humanitarian intervention. U.S. allies, Russia, 
China, and -others have made it clear that invasion or bom­
bardment of Iraq lack the just war conditions of immediacy, 
last resort, and proportionality, judging by justifications cur­
rently advanced by the United States. 

Since universal jurisdiction was rejected in the ICC, only 
Iraq, the territorial state, and the United States, the national 
state, have jurisdiction to try a U.S. trooper accused by Iraq. 

Although Iraq is not a party to the ICC, it can accept its 
jurisdiction. The argument is made that a "rogue" states such 
as Iraq will not ratify the ICC because it is unwilling to have 
its human rights records investigated. The ICC does not 
apply retroactively, shielding Sadam Hussein from atrocities 
against the Kurds and other previous butchery. Sadam could 
behave and play the victim if it serves his interests. 

The United States, as a non-party, cannot exercise the 
option to immunize its troops from war crimes for the next 

seven years. Charges for war crimes could go forward. 
Hundreds of civilians have been killed , resulting in numer­
ous accusations being made against U.S. officials and troops 
in the Kosovo bombardment, in the Afghanistan offensive, 
and in previous offensives against Iraq. 

A list of crimes against humanity includes torture, murder, 
rape, and a multitude of other crimes against civilians, but a 
systematic pattern of such crimes must be alleged. The argu­
rp.ent has already been made that sanctions have decimated 
more than a million Iraqis in the last decade. Bombardment or 
invasion, combined with evidence of the results of the dra-

Not only Iraq, but also any state party to the ICC, 
or the ICC prosecutor could initiate a complaint 
As a non-party, the United States forfeited the 
opportunity to influence the election of the 
prosecutor or the judges. 

conian sanctions against Iraqis, would feed into any argu­
ments that U.S. actions against Iraq fit within the definition of 
crimes against humanity, genocide, or war crimes. 

Not only Iraq, but also any state party to the ICC, or the 
ICC prosecutor could initiate a complaint. As a non-party, the 
United States forfeited the opportunity to influence the elec­
tion of the prosecutor or the judges. 

The Prosecutor must notify the United States of an 
impending investigation of a U.S. troop, even though the 
United States is a non-party. An Iraqi or U.S. investigation 
would preempt an ICC investigation. An ICC investigation 
can be launched only with approval of a three-judge pre-trial 
chamber. If that chamber finds that the United States or Iraq 
is unwilling or unable to investigate or prosecute, or if efforts 

Protecting Innocents From Protectors 
U N-occupied Bosnia, in addition to being an interna­

tional terrorist haven, has also become notorious 
for its prominence in the Balkan sex trade, reported the 30 
June Sunday Herald of London. "There is absolutely no dis­
pute that the sex traffic market came with the arrival of the 
peacekeepers," asserts Madeleine Rees , who directs the 
UN Office for Human Rights in Bosnia. Rees has accused 
Denis Laducer, the deputy commissioner of Bosnia's 
International Police Task Force (IPTF), of being a regular 
client at a Bosnia brothel where women are forced to serve 
as prostitutes. 

Rees is just one of several UN-affiliated individuals who 
have criticized the organization for facilitating the sexual 
abuse of young, impoverished women trapped in Bosnia's 
criminal underworld. Kathryn Bolkovac, a 20-year police 
veteran from Lincoln, Nebraska, was sent to Bosnia to 
supervise investigations of sex crimes. "I would drive by 
on patrols and see UN vehicles outside many of the bars 
and at first , I thought, 'OK, you know, they're having a 
drink,"' Bolkovac told the BBC. "But then the reports start­
ed coming in from the victims that many of these people 

were users and abusers. It was quite obvious that [there] 
was more to it than that." 

Operating a shelter for abused women in Romania, Iana 
Matei has dealt with victims of the Balkan sex industry. 
Many of them were lured from Moldavia, Ukraine, 
Romania, and other impoverished regions into Bosnia and ,,. 
Kosovo by promises of jobs as hotel workers, maids, and 
waitresses - only to find themselves living in slavery. "In 
Bosnia, the girls told me that if they didn't smile enough, 
they were beaten," recalls Matei. Bolkovac's investigation 
revealed that peacekeepers and civilian UN personnel pro­
vided a lucrative market for the kingpins of the Balkan sex 
slavery rings. 

According to Rees , the situation in Bosnia mirrors that 
of other unfortunate countries hosting the UN peacekeep­
ers. "We know it happened in Cambodia, Mozambique ... 
and Kosovo ," she reports. Agnes Callamard, director of the 
Humanitarian Accountability Project in Geneva, adds 
Sierra Leone and East Timor to the list of countries where 
stories of abuse followed the arrival of peacekeepers. 

-M.B. 
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are not made in good faith, the prosecutor can go forward. 
The United States can appeal to an Appeals Chamber of five 
judges, where a majority will decide. Only one appeal is 
allowed throughout the process. The belligerent rejection of 
the ICC by the United States might predispose the judges to 
decide that any investigation or prosecution by the United 
States would not be "genuine." Unless Iraq can convince the 
ICC that it can offer a fair and impartial trial, an ICC inves­
tigation and prosecution would go forward and the U.S 
trooper would be turned over to the ICC. 

A Connecticut Yankee In King Saddam's Court 
What due process can that U.S. service member expect? 

The only significant Bill of Rights provision not in the ICC 
treaty is that of right to a trial by jury. There is no trial in 
abstentia and there is no death penalty. 

U.S. administrations are clearly concerned that the ICC 
has jurisdiction over heads of state and high-ranking offi­
cials. The Bush Administration can expect complaints filed 
against U.S. high officials in the ICC, such as was done 

against Clinton and company in the Yugoslav Criminal 
Tribunal. The probability of an investigation going forward is 
much more likely in the ICC than it was in the Yugoslav tri­
bunal. In that case, the United States and NATO, that had 
influence over the court, squashed the investigation. 

Under the ICC, troops taken as POWs and charged with 
ICC crimes do not have Geneva Convention Protections at 
the end of hostilities, such as the right of repatriation. 

U.S. military service members might take comfort in the 
fact that Congress has authorized the President to use any 
means to free U.S. military personnel taken in custody on 
behalf of the ICC, by passing the Protection of Services Act. 
In compliance with this law, the United States could attack 
The Hague, or be forced to initiate risky rescue operations to 
free U.S. personnel, similar to the Carter Administration's 
failed efforts to free the hostages in Iran. 

Not a nice picture. 

An international lawyer, Dr. Martin Brass is a frequent con­
tributor to SOF. ~ 

King's X For The King's Contractors? 
Fo R U.S. military personnel, most of whom are ful­

filling their duties honorably, the immunity 
from the ICC in a UN-established or authorized operation 
gives protection from politically motivated prosecutions. 

Objections by those who fought to deny U.S. personnel 
immunity on UN missions are based on horrendous abus­
es that have gone unchecked due to jurisdictional loop­
holes that have shielded operators who traffic in humans, 
drugs or arms. 

A notorious violator is DynCorp, a company contracted 
by the U.S. Department of Defense (DoD) to work in 
Bosnia and other U.S./ UN peacekeeping missions. 

Ben Johnston, an aviation technician with DynCorp, 
and Kathryn Bolkovac, DynCorp employee, blew the whis­
tle on U.S. servicemen engaged in buying and selling 
young girls in Bosnia to keep them as personal sex slaves. 
Both were terminated. 

Johnston testified that his supervisor had video-taped 
himself having sex with two girls. The Serbian mafia 
would give the DynCorp official the women for free, for 
providing customers and making sure they paid up. 

The girls were imported into Bosnia by DynCorp 
employees, in cahoots with the Serbian mafia. 

One third of some 200,000 trafficked the area in one 
year are minors, according to the UN Children's Fund. 

David Lamb, former UN Investigator in Bosnia, testi­
fied that the sex slave trade would not thrive if it were not 
for the presence of UN and U.S. peacekeeping forces who 
support the pimps and slave masters. International Police 
Task Force (IPTF) personnel and government contractors 
have been directly involved in the trafficking. 

Those commissioned to investigate UN personnel and 
DynCorp were often intimidated. 

Lamb testified that violators were given immunity 
under UN laws protecting IPTF officers. 

Bolkovac testified that if the girls refused sex with the 
customer they are threatened, beaten and raped in the 
rooms by the bar owners and their associates. DynCorp 

officers forged documents for trafficked women, expedited 
the trafficking and warned pimps of impending raids. 

Richard Monk, who ran UN police operations in Bosnia, 
said "There were truly dreadful things going on by UN 
police officers from a number of countries." One club 
owner claimed to reporters that the IPTF ordered a raid by 
Bosnian police after the brothel owner refused to pay 
$15,000 protection money. Six of the accused IPTF offi­
cers, including two Americans, resigned from their posts. 

Peacekeepers and non-governmental aid organizations 
have been accused of eliciting sexual favors from children 
in Sierra Leone, Guinea and Liberia. 

Insight reports that officials warn that sexual miscon­
duct by U.S. aviation-security personnel raises concern 
because both terrorist and organized criminal enterprises 
operate in the countries named as centers of the alleged 
debaucheries. In addition to Kosovo and Bosnia, these 
include Thailand, Brazil and, the Philippines. The concern 
is of al-Qaeda and other terrorists potentially blackmailing 
air marshals, posing security threats to airline safety, or of 
eliciting operational secrets. 

"The Bosnians think we're all trash. It's a shame. When 
I was there as a soldier they loved us, but DynCorp 
employees have changed how they think about us. I tried 1· 

to tell them that this is not how all Americans act, but it's 
hard to convince them when you see what they're seeing. 
The fact is, DynCorp is the worst diplomat you could pos­
sibly have over there," Johnston told Insight. 

Johnston and Bolkovac filed civil suits, testifying that 
DynCorp officials were trafficking or buying girls as young 
as 12. They both prevailed. 

The U.S. justice department claims that the host 
country has jurisdiction over common crimes such as 
rape and sex-trafficking, and the UN claims that any 
criminal prosecution is usually the responsibility of the 
suspect's country. 

No prosecutions have been reported. It's called UN 
immunity. -M.B. 
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IN 1939, Aaron Bank spent 
the summer in Germany. 
He saw then that America 

would go to war with the Nazis. 
When he returned to the U.S. he 
joined the army. He was 36. 

JFK's Warriors 
Return To Fort Bragg 

BY .JIM MORRIS 

back Ho. "They probably filed it in 
File 13," said Bank. Instead they 
sent a couple of "striped-pants 
boys" who recommended we go 
with the French. 

Shortly after World War II the 
0.5.S. was renamed The Central 
Intelligence Group, later the 
Central Intelligence Agency. An 
entirely civilian agency, it had no 
guerrilla capabllity. 

Bank had come from a promi­
nent family in upstate New York, 
where, as a youth, his accomplish­
ments had been athletic. He made 
his living as a ski instructor, tennis 
instructor, gymnastics coach. 
Being fluent in both French and 
German, he did this on an interna­
tional scale. He was in every sense 
of the term, a man of the world. 

So when World War II began 
and the Office of Strategic Services, 
our WWlI intelligence agency, was 
formed, Captain Bank was a natur-

During the '68 Tet Offensive, Captain Joe Zamara 
crouches to avoid machine-gun fire coming from the 
nearby house. Two hours after this photo was taken, 
Joe was KIA. He was to return home the following day. 

Bank was the leader of a group of 
officers, mostly 0.5.S. veterans, who 
remembered what a success thejeds 
had been as force multipliers; sim­
ple farmers and shopkeepers run­
ning daring raids and ambushes, on 
rage, guts, and a period of training 
that was scarcely more than an ori-

al. 0.5.S. had two departments, the espionage department 
and the special operations department. Bank was spec. ops. 

He trained to head a jedburgh Team. ''.Jedburgh" was an 
arbitrarily chosen code word; the name of a village in Austria. 
The ]eds were trained by British commandos, wearing green 
berets, to infiltrate in three-man teams; an American or 
British officer, an officer from the targeted country (France, 
Belgium, Holland), and an enlisted radio operator, usually 
British or American. 

His team parachuted into France and operated with local 
guerrillas, the Maquis, first arming and then training them, 
doing reconnaissance missions - keeping a very low profile 
until the Normandy Invasion. Then they went to work, blow­
ing rail lines, conducting ambushes, and assassinating 
German personnel. 

Allied Headquarters estimated that the few officers and 
men of the jedburgh teams and their Maquis guerrillas were 
worth a couple of extra divisions. Not a bad investment. 

Later, Bank went to Indochina. Shortly after the war, he 
hitched a ride With Ho Chi Minh from Hanoi to somewhere 
in the jungle. Ho pitched Bank for American support. He had 
fought the Japanese when the French had collaborated. His 
Viet Minh had been trained and supported by 0.5.S. teams. 

Bank recommended to the State Department that the U.S. 

entation. Bank and his friends 
thought the U.S. Army should have that capability. 

It took until 1952 to get from the drawing board to the 
activation of the 10th Special Forces Group (Airborne). Bank 
was the lOth's first commander. 

Summer, 2002: Fort Bragg 
The lobby of the Four Points Sheraton, in Fayetteville, North 

Carolina, was filled with middle-aged men with dtinhs in their 
hands. There was a broad spectrum resembling, in appearances 
anyhow, outlaw hihers and their lawyers. 

Special Forces insignia was all around, on signs, on t-shirts, 
on baseball caps. All proclaimed the 50th Anniverswy of the 
Green Berets, an event which had seemed unlikely a half-ce11tu-
1y before. 

For the fi.rst 30 years of Special Forces existence convention­
al generals tried to do away with it. But during the Reagan 
administration it became obvious that SpecOps was the wave of 
the future. Since then the Army has only t1ied to do away with 
the original spirit of SF; by co-option and dilution. 

God, He Was Bitter 
"Jim!" A hand grabbed my arm. I !oohed into a warm and 

friendly, but completely unfamiliar, face. When in doubt, read 
the name tag. "Marh Sprague." 
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Retired Lt. Col. Robert K. Brown, Editor/Publisher otSOF, confers 
with Major General John K. Singlaub, (Ref.) during SF's 50th 
Reunion festivities. 

I !oohed for Marh's face under that curly mop and behind the 
coohie-duster moustache. "Marh! Jesus , you look different eve1y 
time I see you." 

When I met Marh he was a Jesus-haired hippy. That was in 
the summer of 1973, in his father's house in Pleihu, Republic of 
Vietnam. We were all three farmer SF. Mark had been a medic. 
His father, Ed Sprague, was a retired Master Sergeant, one of 
the legendary team sergeants. 

Ed was then, the State Department's resident Montagnard 
expert. His living room was filled with Montagnard memorabil­
ia, plants, and a brass plaque which said, "Special Forces has 
done so much with so little for so long that now it is expected to 
do everything with nothing forever." 

I stayed with them a week. 
The next time I saw Mark was in Camb1idge, Mass., in 1986. 

He wore a yuppie haircut and a suit to go with it. He was an 
executive with a software company and was worliing on a line 
of videos about the Vietnam War: Air Force, Cav, ~ 
that sort of thing. Unfortunately, skilled though he J5 

"' was, their producer hnew nothing about Vietnam, " 
~ and it showed. At Marh's suggestion they, hired me to a: 

produce a video called Vietnam: The Green Berets. 
We chatted for a moment and I told him of my 

great thirst. He said, "Come with me." 
He led me to a large room filled with people who 

had at least one drink in at least one hand. The plan­
ners had planned well. There were two bars and 
tables for about six hundred, and nary a chip, dip, or 
peanut in sight. These people were dedicated. 

I grabbed a beer and joined a table with Marh, 
Kathleen, his red-haired, big-eyed, extremely funny 
wife, Marh's mother, Eve, and a pleasant-loohing 
middle-aged couple I didn't know. She looked nice 
academic. He was dressed like an accountant, but 
had just a hint of the tolerant smile and crazed glint 
that some SF men have. They both wore glasses. 

Battle for the Central Highlands. 
John Hanscom, operator of the Green Berets for Human 

Rights website, told me about George. "I thought he was just 
another fat-assed staff officer until I found out he'd been an 
NCO on a really good team." 

But he hadn't known it was Ed Sprague's team. 
Later, for a group worlling to get the first 220 Montagnard 

refugees to North Carolina, Ed agreed to go on the air for the 
CBS magazine show, West 57th. He told the story of how he had 
assembled 2,000 of his Montagnards on the beach at Nha Trang 
and gone to Saigon to anange transportation. Instead of giving 
him boats the Embassy threw him out of the country, and let the 
Yards languish on the shore until the NVA came for them. 

God, he was bitter about that. 
Another couple joined us. Roger Knight, a buffed retired 

colonel with white, close-cut hai1~ in conservative sport clothes 
- he had been Ed's and George's team leader - and a pretty 
blonde woman, Betty Boyd. Her husband, Dave, had been on 
their team. He was hilled in '66. 

Then George got a thousand-yard stare and said, "I miss the 
Team Sergeant. " 

"He's here, you know," said Roger. 
"He sends me messages," said Eve. "Any time I find a penny I 

know it's Ed saying, 'Hi! I love you. ' I save them in a jai: I have 72. " 
After dinner Mark and I adjourned to the men's room. In the 

lobby a pleasant-looking, bespectacled guy approached Mark 
and said he had lmown his father. 

"And you're Jim Monis, right?" 
I nodded and shook his hand. His nametag read Ken Houy. "I 

was ]aim Link's best fiiend in Training Group." 
That chilled my heart. 
Running up the inside of my right forearm is a 13-inch scar. 

There's another 5-incher next to it. The small one is the 

Ed had died the previous year, so I - unobtnt­
sively, I hoped - scanned Mrs. Sprague for signs of 
giief She's a lovely woman, small, with salt-and-pep­
per hair, an olive complexion and a face that is both 
sweet and strong. 

She talked and smiled, but there was sadness 
deep in her eyes. I think they had a great marriage. 
When Ed used to talk about her it was easy to see 
how he felt. 

The conservatively dressed guy with the glasses, 
introduced himself, George Dooley. 

I knew the name. He'd written a book called The 

SOF Editor/Publisher, and retired U.S. Army Reserve Lt. Col. , Robert K. 
Brown's A-Detachment (A-334), Tong Le Chon, South Vietnam, near the 
Cambodian border, 1969. (top, left to right) Staff Sgt. Lee Nu/ton; Sgt. 1st Class 
Fletcher Blocksum, Lt. Sanders, Spc. 4 Jones, Sgt. 1st Class Grundon, Sgt. 
Neiminski; (lower, Jett to right) Team Sergeant Jim Lyons, Team CO Robert K. 
Brown, Staff Sgt. Robert Bernard, Sgt. Sonny Elrod. During the Vietnam con­
flict, Special Forces A-Teams controlled more than 50,000 indigenous Camp 
Strike Force personnel, to include Chinese Nungs, Montagnards, Cambodians, 
as well as ethnic Vietnamese. 
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Jim Morris (left) enjoys dinner with the legendary Ed Sprague in 
the Spragues' Massachusetts home. 

entrance wound and the large one is the exit. I got them trying 
to save john Link's life. 

I failed. 
"I showed john's mom where you wrote how bad you felt 

about that. She said to tell you, you did all you could and not 
to feel bad about it. Annie Link, from Arkansas. Great 
woman." 

This wasn't the place, or the time, to weep. But it was close. 
I looked around. I was in one of a hundred similar conversa­

tions. On the swface it looked like a gathe1ing of middle-aged 
drunks. But at its core, it was Holy. 

The Early Days 
Bank and his staff devised an ingenious cellular organiza­

tion with no reference whatever to conventional organiza­
tions of squads, platoons, companies and battalions. 

The basic building block of the Special Forces organiza­
tion was the "A-team," a 12-man super ]edburgh team which 

could function as a cadre, staff, and university for up to a reg­
iment of guerrillas. The team had two officers, a captain and 
a first lieutenant. Weapons, communications, demolitions , 
medics, operations and intelligence, were all double-slotted. 
Every man was proficient in his specialty and cross-trained in 
two others. In theory, every man was fluent in one foreign 
language and able to limp along in a couple of others. So, on 
the ground, the A-team could be split in half, or thirds , or 
quarters , and still function. 

Over any number of A-teams would be a B-team, com­
manded by a major, with full staff sections; administration, 
intelligence, operations, supply. And over any number of 
"Bs" a C-team commanded by a lieutenant colonel. 

It was doctrine that a captain might deploy an A-team and 
as it organized more and more guerrillas that captain would 
be promoted, and his team reconstituted as a B. Then the 
Special Forces Operational Base (headquarters of a deployed 
Special Forces Group) would send him some more A-teams, 
or if those were in short supply maybe just field- commission 
his senior NCOs. 

It was an ingenious organizational scheme. The only prob­
lem was that the Army couldn't relate to it. As far as the army 
was concerned an A-detachment commander was a glorified 
squad leader, and an SF assignment was dead time. Since an SF 
assignment was career death anyway, the officers set out to have 
some fun: like the time Colonel "Mad jack" Shannon infiltrat­
ed eight teams into South Korea, without notifying either the 
Koreans or the U.S. Eighth Army. He wanted the training to be 
realistic. He wanted the South Koreans to hunt his teams with 
live ammo, so they'd take the exercise seriously. 

Most of the time when SF soldiers weren't studying 
Croatian or Urdu, giving inoculations of sterile saline solu-
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tion to each other, leaving messages in 
dead drops , disassembling exotic 
weapons, finding secure cache sites, and 
writing propaganda leaflets, they were 
devising ingenious means to infiltrate 
anywhere. They were all parachutists, 
and pioneered HALO and HAHO tech­
niques. They were the Army's SCUBA 
experts, skiers, mountain climbers, 
experts in jungle and desert survival. 

ln·And·Dut Pee 
I was scoping-out the buff et, just check­

ing out the mini-tacos, when a voice called 
out, "Morris" 

Two smiling, thuggish, older men 
leaned against a window. One was tall and 
lean, and the other about medium height 
and solid. It took me a minute to recognize 
them because I hadn't seen either of them 
for 34 years. The tall smiler was farmer 
First Lieutenant "Sweet Roy" T. 
Kimbrough, one of the real guys behind 
Operation Dumbo Drop. The other was 
Tom Humphus. 

At first there was only one Group , the 
10th, and it was oriented toward Europe. 
It was part of the "Russians-invading­
through-the-Fulda-Gap" scenario. As the 
Russians advanced, teams were to go 
underground and allow themselves to be 
overrun in place, with their guerrillas 
already organized. 

Other teams would be dropped into 
the Iron Curtain countries; Poland , 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary, to organize 
resistance. They would rot the Soviet 
empire from within. 

The only time I had seen Humphus 
before I had just dived into a B-52 crater. 
We were surrounded by two or three battal­
ions of North Vietnamese, and Humphus 
had 1ipped open his shirt to see if the bullet 
which had just hit him in the chest had 
punctured his heart or a lung. 

Retired Colonel Roger H.C. Donlon, 
recipient of the first Medal of Honor 
awarded in the Vietnam War for his 
heroism at the Nam Dong, Vietnam, A­
camp in 1964. "In-and-out pee," was the only thing I'd 

ever heard him say. That was about 10 
minutes before Link was killed. During those days SF had a lot of Eastern Europeans, dis­

possessed guys from those countries, drawn to enlist in the 
U.S. army by the Lodge Act, which gave them rapid U.S. cit­
izenship in return for service. Most of them were hot to trot, 
eager to jump in and free their home countries. For many of 
them the U.S. was their second, or third , army. 

During Korea a lot of SF guys served in UNPIK, United 
ations Partisan Infantry - Korea , which infiltrated com­

panies of American led Koreans into North Korea. 
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might have more accurately been titled 
The Three Stooges Do Kafka. 

Kennedy's Rifles 
President Kennedy told the army to 

develop a guerilla warfare capability, 
and was told they already had one. 

In 1961, he went to Fort Bragg, 
ostensibly to inspect the 82nd Airborne 
Division, but primarily to see what 
Special Forces was all about. The 
Commanding General of the Special 
Warfare Center was Lieutenant General 
(then Brigadier) Bill Yarborough. A 
quiet, modest, self-effacing man, Bill 
Yarborough deserves the title of "Mister 
Airborne" if anybody does. He is the 
man who, as a first lieutenant, designed 
the original Corcoran jump boots. He 
designed the WWII jump suit; he 
designed the wings. And he was the 
first man out the door on the first com­
bat jump ever made by the U.S. Army 
- in North Africa in WWII. 

Special Forces had already adopted 
the green beret, but Yarborough's 
attempt to get it approved by the 
Pentagon had been rejected because it 
was "too foreign. " 

So he sandbagged them. Kennedy's 
senior military aide, Major General Ted 
Clifton, had been Yarborough's class-

mate at West Point. When Kennedy 
inspected the troops Yarborough was 
wearing a green beret, and so was 
everybody else in Group. "They pulled 
them out of barracks bags; they ordered 
them from Canada; they got them from 
the Girl Scouts," says Yarborough. 

And before anybody at the Pentagon 
even knew about this , Clifton had sent 
Yarborough a letter over Kennedy's sig­
nature, describing the Green Beret as a 
"badge of excellence" in the fight 
against global Communism. 

Well, after the President said the 
Green Beret was a good thing nobody 
in the Army hierarchy had the balls to 
say it wasn't. The Green Beret was offi­
cially official. 

Apocalypse Then 
There's never been anything like 

Special Forces in Southeast Asia. The 5th 
Special Forces Group (Airborne) fielded 
2,000 Green Berets and they led an army 
of 50,000 indigenous, comprised of vari­
ous ethnic minorities who had no love 
for Saigon, but would - and frequently 
did - die for their Americans. 

The SF reconnaissance units , Delta, 
Sigma, Omega, CCN, CCC, CCS, pro­
duced practically all the strategic intelli­
gence MACY had. Their mission was to 
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Present SOF Assistant Editor, then a 22-
year-old Special Forces Medic, Tom 
Reisinger, with Major Kien Mil, an officer 
with the 200-plus Cambodian contingent 
at SF's Loe Ninh A-camp (A-331), spring, 
1969. Kien, along with Reisinger's Head 
Nurse, San thi Sobanh, and all but three 
of Loe Ninh's Cambodes, were massacred 
by Khmer Rouge forces as they overran 
Phnom Penh in 1975. 

gather information, but they frequently 
had to shoot their way out, or call in 
airstrikes on enemy installations. They 
killed roughly 100 enemy for every man 
they lost, and the enemy had 500 men in 
the field hunting each of them. 

During 1968, their casualty rate was 
115 percent. To get in you not only had 
to volunteer; you had to be invited. 

It might be said that Vietnam was 
the most valuable learning experience 
the United States Army ever had, that 
what could not be accomplished in 
Vietnam by an American army of half a 
million men was accomplished later in 
El Salvador by 55 Green Berets. 

About Vietnam this must be said, 
and it applies to all the uniformed ser­
vices: Soldiers do not win, or lose, wars. 
Nations do that. Soldiers either accom­
plish their mission or fail to do so. 
When you get one-hundred-percent 
accomplishment of all m1ss10ns 
assigned and still "lose" the war, the 
place to look is in the Oval Office, in the 
halls of Congress, and in the hearts of 
the nation, not at the military services. 

To lay a defeat on sweaty, leech-bit­
ten kids who fought their heart out is 
criminal. I would lay that defeat at the 
feet of those who sent us to fight, and 
then bailed on us. I would lay it on a 
Congress that sent the sons of its con­
stituents off to die, but sent only one 
son of one congressman throughout the 

Continued on page 72 
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GOAR 
for A C1rtain f 11 

BY LT. COL. ROBERT K. BROWN, USAR (RET.) 

H ow about an $180,000 a year bodyguard job? That's 
right, 180 big ones for a year contract as a bodyguard 

for the President of Afghanistan. The controversial firm, 
DynCorp, has been given a contract to provide personal secu­
rity for Ahmed Karzai by the U.S. State Department. 

Sometime this summer, Delta Force was tasked to provide 
Karzai's security as the U.S. determined that his ethnic 
Afghan security force was not up to the 
job. Delta Force was replaced by members 
of the Naval Warfare Development Group, 
better known as SEAL Team Six, for rea­
sons unknown, though the conventional 

00 

wisdom is that the Pentagon had other ~ 
more important missions for Delta. This i 
transfer took place sometime in August. It a: 

was a SEAL that took out a hit-man, as 
well as two innocent civilians, in the 
course of dealing with an assassination 
attempt on Karzai in Kandahar on 5 
September. (See SOF, December 2002). 

The rumor mill had it that the SEALs, 

who also were needed elsewhere, were to be replaced by 
Wackenhut operatives or Marine Embassy guards, who had 
training in personal security. However, it was DynCorp who 
landed the lucrative one-year contract on an open-ended 
"cost-plus" basis. Department of State is in charge and will 
provide training as well as operational- and field-supervision. 
State specified that the bodyguards would have to be retired, 

experienced former SpecOps types -
SEALS, Delta or other individuals with 
extensive personal-security experience. 
SOF's sources say that State went to the 
private sector because DoD has a man-

A heavily-armed U.S. bodyguard (inset) walks 
in front of Afghan President Hamid Karzai at 
U.S. Rhein Main Air Base in Frankfurt in Sept­
ember. (below) SEAL Team Six bodyguard 
with COB version of enhanced Carbine with 
KAC Aim Point Comp M and suppressor. 
Pentagon determined to pull Delta and SEAL 
operators from security detail as their skills 

' are needed for covert ops elsewhere. 
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power cns1s in the field of SpecOps which will 
undoubtedly play a key role in operations against 
Iraq. 

According to an official with the Diplomatic 
Security Service, Department of State, "The actual 
responsibility for protection of Karzai is part of the 
protection provided by the Diplomatic Security 
Service and as part of that we will be using 
DynCorp." He went on to explain; "We've had a con­
tract with DynCorp for two or three years as part of 
our worldwide protective service. We use them in a 
couple of other hot spots to provide security for 
American officials." (One Delta operator said State 
would use DynCorp employees wherever they did 
not want to risk their own people.) He went on to 
say that these DynCorp employees were all screened 
by Special Agents for the State Department to ensure 
their suitability and that they qualified for the 
assignment. Although SOF had heard the DynCorp 
team was to take over on lS November, the DoS 
source said that the date had not yet been set. 

Another Delta operator said the guy in State 
overseeing the whole program was with Delta in the 
mid-'80s, who got out, went back to college and got 
his Masters and Doctorate degrees. He then went to 
work for State and is in charge of Special Programs. 
"With his connection back to the unit and all of our 
old comrades," the operator commented, " ... when 
he was tasked by State to put the Karzai operation 
together, he knew immediately who to go to." 

The Delta operator went on to say, "The SO-man 
unit will include the Protective Detail which moves 
with the principal. These are the guys that actually 
escort him. Then, you're going to have guys at the 
palace and at the office and all of that. For all of 
those positions, you'll need 12 to 18 guys per shift. 
Then you multiply that by 3. 7 which will give you 
the total you need. For three shifts. " When asked 
why the .7, he explained, "The .7 factors-in people 
who maybe not available for duty for whatever rea­
son over the long haul. This is what we came up 
with over 30 years of experience. 

SOF contacts with the DynCorp team state the 
base pay is $126,000 and with per diem, haz­
ardous-duty pay and other perks it will add up to 
about $180,000. They receive a $1,000,000 insur­
ance policy and for medical care will " ... sponge­
off the military. " When SOF attempted to confirm 
the above, DynCorp refused to discuss the terms of 
the contract and referred us to the State 
Department who in turn referred us back to 
DynCorp. Shades of Catch 22! 

The SO-man unit was recruited by word of mouth 
for the most part through the relatively small 
SpecOps community. Most of the personnel are 
either retired Delta or SEAL Team Six - E-8s or E-
9s - as they are the only units that have had exten­
sive training and experience in personal security. 

Don't get your hopes up. The word we have is 
that though interested parties can apply to 
DynCorp or Department of State Diplomatic 
Security there is no way they are going to take any­
one who has off-the-wall bodyguard experience, 
much less some one with no experience. More than 
likely, you won't even get a reply. ~ 

Delta Force operator provides security for Afghan President Hamid Karzai, 
July 2002. Delta was replaced by SEAL Team Six operators in August and they 
will be replaced by private bodyguards provided by DynCorp. Operator carries 
a COB version of enhanced M4 carbine with Knight's Armement Co. (KAC) 
Rail Adapter System (RAS) and KAC vertical foregrip. It also has a Redi-Mag 
system by Boonie-Parker. 
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Will The Iraqi Military Be Easy Tu Destrof, 
BY DALE B. COOPER 

The Iraqi Army is only a shell of what it was in August 
1990 when its armored divisions swept into Kuwait on 2 
August 1990 and seized control of the tiny Gulf state. 
The army left half of its tanks and armored personnel car­

riers burning in the desert sand, and hundreds, if not thou­
sands, of its soldiers bloating in the desert sun. 

Intelligence experts tell SOF that Saddam Hussein has 
only 40-percent of the million- man army that he boasted he 
had under arms before he invaded Kuwait. But it doesn't 
take a rocket scientist to 
explain the attrition. 

Saddam sent his less-capa­
ble soldiers, including some 
Iraqis born in America who 
were drafted into the army 
while visiting relatives in 
Baghdad before the war, to the 
front lines, and held his more­
capable units like the 
Republican Guard back in 
Basra and other rear areas. Not 
all of the cannon fodder fell in 
battle singing the praises of 
Saddam, or were buried alive in 
trenches. Legions of them sur­
rendered to U.S. and coalition 
forces when they drove into 
Kuwait from Saudi Arabia. 
Several Iraqi soldiers threw 
down their AK-4 7s and surrendered to a friend of mine, a 
female radio reporter who was carrying a long-barreled 
"shotgun" microphone. That's the kind of front-line soldiers 
we faced in the "Mother of All Battles" for 100 hours in 
February 1991. 

John Pike, director of GlobalSecurity, a defense advisory 
group based in Alexandria, Virginia, that has been analyzing 
the current combat capability of Iraq, told SOF the 
Republican Guard came out of the Persian Gulf War in pi:et­
ty good shape. 

"The Talekalma Division was virtually destroyed in battle 
and was not reconstituted," said Pike, "but the rest of the 
Republican Guard managed to get out of the Kuwait Theater 
of Operations reasonably intact, and most of the estimates 
I've seen about current equipment levels seem to suggest that 
the total tank holdings went from over 5,000 to 2,200 to 
2,500, but the T-72s that the Republican Guard used are 
probably at 70 percent of their pre-war levels." Most of the 

Iraqi armor that was destroyed was outdated T-55s. 
Iraq currently has 1 7 armored, mechanized and infantry 

divisions spread out across the northern and southern fronts. 
An additional seven divisions of infantry and armor are ded­
icated to the RGFC, the Republican Guard Forces Command 
in the Northern and Southern Corps. Units in the north face 
Kurdish rebels. Units in the south face U.S. forces in Kuwait. 
Three infantry brigades and one armored brigade protect 
Baghdad. With division strengths varying between 30,000 

An Iraqi T-55 tank burning in the Kuwaiti desert after being hit by TOW 
missile fired by Marine Corps Cobra gunship. (below) Badly burned 
and bloated body of Iraqi tanker rotting in the Kuwait desert after 
engagement with US Marine reservists from Yakima, Washington. 
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Satellite overview of Iraqi tank graveyard at Taji, a military repair 
facility about 2 miles northwest of Baghdad. 

and 50,000 men, Saddam would be lucky if he could field 
400,000 men today. 

Morale in the Iraqi military is also not good. With the 
exception of the Republican Guard whose loyalty has been 
bought by Saddam with gifts over the years of Rolex watches 
and Mercedes Benz cars, the Iraqi opposition says the rank 
and file would run if they could. Some U.S. military experts 
SOF has talked to predict many units would fold like they did 
during Desert Storm if confronted again by technologically 
superior U.S. forces. 

The quality of the individual soldier is not the only ques­
tionable component of the Iraqi military machine. Iraq still 
uses many of the tanks , armored personnel carriers and 
artillery pieces it imported decades ago from Warsaw Pact 
nations and former republics of the Soviet Union. But they 
have seen their better days. 

When Lieutenant General Fawzi al-Shamari commanded 
the 8th Infantry Division during the Iran-Iraq war in the 
1980s, he had access to all of the weapons he needed. They 
flowed freely into Iraq from the Soviet Union and some of its 
client-states. Fawzi became an expert on the Soviet-built 
BMP. In turn, the armored personnel carrier became the back­
bone of the Iraqi army. But times have changed dramatically. 
The supply lines are no longer open. The equipment is no 
longer available. Replacement parts are scarce. 

Former Iraqi Lt General Fawzi al-Shamiri looks over shoulder of 
Tim Brown, senior analyst at GlobalSecurity at new imagery of 
Iraqi artillery pieces being repaired at Taji. 

Overview of BMP and BTR armored vehicles dug in behind revet­
ments along a highway at Taji. 

Getting spare parts for his military machine has been a 
major problem for Saddam Hussein since the Gulf War 
ended in 1991. A UN embargo imposed against Iraq after the 
war has slowed down the flow of spare parts, but hasn't 
stopped it entirely. 

"If they can't get bootleg cigarettes into the country," says 
Pike, "They can get spare parts , as well." But intelligence 
sources tell SOF Saddam has not been able to replace any of 
his heavy equipment, like tanks and armored personnel car­
riers. Ditto for combat aircraft and helicopters that he lost 
during the Gulf War. 

A shortage of parts has also forced Iraqi armored. divisions 
to limit the number of training exercises they conduct. They 
can't afford to replace some of treads that are thrown on their 
tanks, or bogey wheels that are broken on their BMPs, the 
Soviet-built armored personnel carriers that form the back­
bone of tl1e Iraqi army. 

What spare parts that do arrive in Iraq come into the 
country via truck from arms- traffickers in Syria and Jordan 
who smuggle them across the border under the cover of dark­
ness. But U.S. officials are unable to say how much equip­
ment is reaching the Iraqi army and what's left of the Iraqi air 
force. SOF has been told that none of the 160 or so combat 
aircraft, including MiG-29s that were flown to neighboring 
Iran to protect them from destruction by coalition forces , 
have been replaced. Saddam has not been able to replace any 
of the Mi-8 or Hind helicopters or top-of-the line T-72 tanks 
that were destroyed during the Gulf War. Saddam has also 
not been able to restock his arsenal with surface-to-air mis­
siles or SCUDs. 

Evidence of Saddam's plight surfaced unexpectedly in 
mid-August of this year. Tim Brown, a senior analyst at 
GlobalSecurity ordered some satellite imagery taken of the 
Baghdad area by DigitalGlobe, a civilian company in 
Longmont, Colorado. 

"I put in an order for an image taken in June that was 
already in their archive," said Brown, who was looking for 
evidence of a bio-weapons laboratory where some 60 vehicles 
were reportedly seen leaving that facility. Instead of giving 
Brown what he ordered, DigitalGlobe sent him imagery that 
was taken two days earlier during a pass over Baghdad. 
Brown was unable to find the weapons lab he was looking for, 
but was shocked to see hundreds of Iraqi tank hulls, armored 
personnel carriers and artillery pieces in fields near al-Taji, a 
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two-and-a-half-square-mile fabrication facility 2 miles north­
west of Baghdad that was heavily bombed during Operation 
DESERT FOX in December 1998. 

"From the air, some 280 miles high, the piles of tank car­
casses look like somebody's been shucking oysters," said 
Brown. "Just piles of them in those fields ." 

Careful analysis of the "junkyard" by Brown and his col­
leagues at GlobalSecurity reveals Saddam Hussein is "canni­
balizing" broken Iraqi military equipment in order to cobble 
together enough armor to repulse an anticipated U.S. inva­
sion of Iraq. 

"There's a lot of BMPs and BTRs parked out there -
artillery pieces, towed and self-propelled. There are also 
dozens of tank transporters 
parked under metal-roofed build­
ings, but there aren't rows and 
rows of T-72s lined up out in the 
open," said Brown as he poured 
over the imagery, pointing out 
some of the details to SOF. 

Deputy Prime Minister Tariq Aziz says the Bush adminis­
tration is wrong. "They are telling lies," said Aziz whose nose 
has gotten much longer since the Gulf war. "Iraq is not pro­
ducing weapons of mass destruction," Aziz said. Iraq's ambas­
sador to the UN swears on a stack of Korans that his country 
has no SCUD missiles. He also denies his country has the abil­
ity to produce a nuclear weapon, however, USS in London 
says Iraq could assemble a nuclear weapon within months , if 
it was able to get its hand on enriched uranium or plutonium 
from a former Soviet republic. Iraq is trying to build gas cen­
trifuge machines that could produce weapons grade nuclear 
material, but is unable to smuggle in all of the parts it needs 
to build those machines. In the meantime, Iraq is working on 

~ a parallel issue; that of a delivery 
~ system. The Institute's director 
g believes Iraq has a small force of 

missiles that are capable of deliv­
ering a nuclear weapon once one is 
produced. John Chipman says the 
force consists of 12 400-mile bal­
listic missiles that could not only 
reach Israel , but Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Iran and Turkey. But 
Chipman says it may taken a while 
for Iraqi scientists to develop a 
nuclear missile warhead. 

A Shell Game 

For some strange reason, some 
of the BMPs and BTRs are dug into 
defensive positions behind earth­
ern berms facing a highway in the 
Baghdad suburbs. Brown can't 
help but wonder if Saddam fears 
the 32nd Airborne will jump into 
Taji and establish a toehold 2 
miles from his presidential palace. 
Brown says that's one possible 
explanation for digging in dozens 
of armored vehicles around that 
facility. 

OigitalGlobe 's Ouickbird in earth orbit looking down on 
Iraq and other trouble spots. 

Although there are hundreds of 
tank hulls, mostly T-55s in the 
fields at Taji, the absence of main 
battle tanks at the repair facility 
outside Baghdad is worrisome. 

Also scattered among dirt 
revetments at Taji are what appear to be training aircraft. 
British intelligence claims Czech-built, twin-engine training 
jets have been modified to carry 440 pounds of biological or 
chemical weapons in drop tanks on hardpoints under each 
wing. Although the aircraft, some of which have been cam­
ouflaged, are parked less than a mile from a small airfield 
where Iraqi helicopters are kept, Brown is unable to say for 
certain that the aircraft are L-28 Delphins as the British 
claim. He tends to think the jets are actually propeller air­
craft, but their mission is unknown. 

Going Biological 
Tons of chemical rockets and bombs were destroyed by 

UN weapons inspectors before they were booted out of 
Baghdad by Saddam in 1998, but UN weapons experts say 
Iraq may have stockpiled more than 600 metric tons of chem­
ical agents, including mustard gas , VX and sarin nerve gas. 
The experts say some 25,000 rockets and 15,000 artillery 
shells with chemical agents are also unaccounted for. 

In 1995, the Iraqis told the United Nations it had pro­
duced 30,000 litres of biological agents, including anthrax 
and other toxins it could weaponize. We all know what a few 
grams of anthrax can do. It cannot only kill people, but it can 
also shut down the nation's postal service. 

A recent report by the respected International Institute for 
Strategic Students, a London think tank, indicates Iraq 
retains substantial stocks of chemical and biological weapons 
and has the capability to quickly produce more. U.S. Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld said recently that Iraq has mobile 
biological weapons laboratories, which would be nearly 
impossible for U.S. forces to target. 

"We want to order satellite 
imagery of the base taken prior to 11 September, because as 
soon as the war [on terrorism] started, Iraq began dispersing 
stuff, hiding and moving it," said Brown. 

Some of Saddam's top-of-the-line equipment may be hid­
den from view under roof in warehouses that dot the land­
scape at Taji, and not parked in the nearby fields. 

The imagery that Brown has been poring over was taken 
by one of three commercial satellite imaging companies in 
this country; DigitalGlobe, Spaceimaging and Orbimage. 

Spaceimaging has been in operation for about two years 
with a 1-meter resolution satellite. DigitalGlobe launched a 
one-meter bird in December 2000, but watched as it blew up. 
Not deterred by the launch failure, DigitalGlobe got a license 
two weeks later to launch a 1/2-meter resolution platform. 
Fortunately, DigitalGlobe had another 1-meter bird in pro­
duction , and engineers were able to make a few orbital 
adjustments and bring it down to 2-foot resolution; the best 
in the business. 

DigitalGlobe launched its QuickBird satellite on 18 
October 2001, aboard a Boeing Delta II rocket from 
Vandenberg Air Force Base, in California. 

"QuickBird, operational since February 2002, provides the 
highest resolution satellite imagery available to the commer­
cial market, the broadest band width, the highest accuracy, the 
highest collection capacity and an imaging footprint two to 10 
times larger than any other high-resolution satellite in orbit 
today," said Chuck Herring, a spokesman for DigitalGlobe. 

QuickBird flies over Iraq every two to five days, snapping 
thousands of high-resolution digital images that measure 
about 11 miles on a side. 

"You can see cars ," said Herring, referring to images of 
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rush hour in downtown Baghdad. Even from 280 miles in 
space, analysts can easily tell the difference between a car 
and a truck. But you can't see 
individuals on the ground. 

"It's borderline on some of 
the stuff Tim is looking at. I 
don't think he can identify the 
types of tanks and armored 
personnel carriers, or artillery 
pieces he's looking at," said 
Herring who likened satellite 
imaging to looking at earth 
through a straw. 

"What does that look like 
to you? A D-30, or D-20?" 
asked Brown as General Fawzi 
looked at Brown's computer screen as he zoomed in on a sec­
tion of the Taji imagery that showed dozens of artillery 
pieces parked outside warehouses. The closer Brown zoomed 
into the satellite imagery, the fuzzier the image became, how­
ever Fawzi said he thought they were looking at D-20s, 
152mm Iraqi howitzers, not D-30s, 122mm howitzers. The 
former commander of the 8th ID during the Iran-Iraq war 
says a lot has changed in Baghdad since he fled the country 
in the mid-1980s and came to America. It's difficult for him 
to look at satellite imagery of Baghdad and pick out specific 
targets. Brown does it by taking DoD pre- and post-strike 
photos and looking for similarities. For example, a tree still 
stands in front of the division headquarters at the Taji fabri­
cation facility that was hit hard during DESERT FOX. By 
overlaying the trees on two sets of imagery, one taken after 
the war in 1991 and one taken in April 2002, Brown is able 
to determine the extent to which the Iraqis are rebuilding 

ARMED f ORCIS Of IRAQ 
2002 1990 

PERSONNEL · 

t 
Troops (Active Duty) 424,000 1 million 
Troops (Reserve) 650,000 850,000 
Regular Army 375,000 955,000 
Air Force 30,000 40,000 
Air Defense 17,000 
Navy 2,000 5,000 

HARDWARE 
.. Main Battle Tanks 2,200 5,500 

.._ Self-Propelled Artillery 150 .. Misc. Artillery 2,050 2,200 

.cii Light SAM Launchers 1,100 

~ Antiaircraft Guns 6,000 

-+ Combat Aircraft 316 689 -.- Helicopters 375 489 
......._ Patrol Boats 6 38 

Sources: Center for Strategic anrf International Studies; 
International Institute for Strategic Studies 

(inset) Satellite image of the military airfield at Taji, and close-up 
view of Iraqi helicopters on tarmac (above). 

their military headquarters at Taji, and a nearby rocket 
assembly area. 

When the Saudis made a stink this summer about not 
allowing the U.S. to use its territory to launch a pre-emptive 
strike against Iraq, GlobalSecurity ordered a sweep over 
Qatar and other Gulf states to see if there was any activity 
underway. Bingo, the satellite imagery showed U.S. fighters 
and refueling aircraft parked on one of the most modern mil­
itary airfields in the Middle East. Unlike Al-Jaber, an airbase 
in Kuwait where F-117 A Stealth fighters have been bedded 
down since the Gulf War ended, the airfield in Qatar is safe 
from chemical or biological attack. It far from the 150-mile 
range of Saddam's SCUDs. 

Will Someone Pass The Pepto·Bismol? 
The increased availability of high-resolution satellite 

imagery from commercial companies like GlobalSecurity is 
causing some indigestion at the Department of Defense. 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld saw the imagery from Qatar on 
TV a few days after it was snapped during a flyover. 

"Can we live with that?" Rumsfeld rhetorically asked dur­
ing a Pentagon briefing. "You bet," said the unflappable 
DefSec, "But I wish we didn't have to live with it." 

The Pentagon can pull the plug on distribution of com­
mercial satellite photos of a war zone like it did when it exer­
cised the "shutter control" clause of the U.S. licensing con­
tracts with DigitalGlobal and Spacelmaging during the con­
flict in Afghanistan . Brown expects his feeds will dry up when 
the U.S. goes to war with Iraq. That's why GlobalSecurity is 
stockpiling imagery for the major broadcast networks, cable 
networks and publications. But knowing where to look is a 
problem. You need coordinates and they aren't easy to come 
by, and then, as it was during the Kosovo conflict, looking for 
potential targets like bio-weapons labs is like looking for a 
needle in a haystack, and in the case of Iraq, Brown says 
Saddam Hussein keeps adding more and more haystacks. 

When The lights Go Out In Baghdad 
GlobalSecurity has been told that Saddam logs onto their 

website and sees the same thing Rumsfeld sees. Critics claim 

Continued on page 71 
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THE 
FM-WIMIWI 

SOF Studies How This Light Machine Gun 
Got Its Start, And Where It Is Today. 

TEXT & PHOTOS BY GARY PAUL JOHNSTON 

c 



uring the early 1970s, it became obvious 
that there was a need for a belt-fed light 
machine gun (LMG) in 5.56x45mm NATO 
(.223 Remington), caliber as a companion to 
the rifles that were increasingly being 
issued within much of the free world. 
Foremost among these was the Ml6. 
Answering the call, Fabrique Nacional (FN), 

of Herstal, Belgium, began developing such a weapon 
designed by FN's Ernst Vervier. 

Called the Mini Mitrailleuse (miniature machine gun), or 
MINIMI, the new LMG is in some regards a stepchild of FN's 
7.62X5lmm NATO (.308 Winchester) Mitrailleuse d'Appui 
General (General Purpose Machine Gun) 1958, or MAG 58, in 
that it followed that weapon in chronological FN production, 
and somewhat in design. The MINIMI's belt-feed mechanism 

and quick-change barrel also somewhat resemble scaled­
down versions of those of the MAG, as does its cross-bolt 
safety/selector. However, the MINIMI also shares at least as 
many similarities with the U.S. M60 LMG. 

Like the M60, the MINIMI uses stamped sheet-metal in 
much of its construction, and has a rotating two-lug bolt, 
as opposed to the machined MAG 58 receiver with its tog­
gle-locking bolt. Like the M60, the MINIMI's barrel also 
has an extension that houses the locking lugs. However, 
the MINIMI's bolt rides in a separate bolt-carrier, which is 
connected to the operating rod. This carrier houses the fir­
ing pin, and initiates firing after the bolt locks. 



SWAT cop fires M249 from hip, as links fall from gun. Not hot-dogging, M249 is extremely controllable in this "assault" position. 

As with both the MAG 58 and the M60, the MINIMI is 
gas-operated by an under-barrel gas piston and operating­
rod system. However, while the M60 operates by a short­
stroke gas piston, the MINIMI, like the MAG 58, operates 
by a long-stroke piston that is part of the operating rod, 
and like the MAG 58, the MINIMI has a gas regulator with 
two settings. The MINIMI has two covers to prevent debris 
from entering the receiver. A manual cover closes the ejec­
tion port, and a second spring-loaded cover opens and clos­
es automatically as the cocking handle is moved back and 
forth to charge the gun. All three of these LMGs have a 
non-reciprocating cocking handle on the right side of the 
receiver, and use push-through ammunition belt links, and 
all can be fired from a tripod, bipod, or when standing. 

With the similarities between the MINIMI and these 
and other LMGs, there is one feature of the MINIMI that 
sets it apart from all others, and that is its ability to use a 
standard NATO (Ml6) magazine in an emergency in place 
of a belt. In combat, if belted 5.56x45mm ammunition is 
not available, an operator can feed the MIMIMI with 
loaded 20- or 30-round Ml6 magazines that may be in 
more plentiful supply. This is possible because of a sepa­
rate (Ml6) magazine well directly beneath the port for the 
belt feed, on the left side of the weapon. Set at roughly a 
downward 45-degree angle, this well has a magazine 
release that also serves to support a belt of ammunition 
during normal operation. All this notwithstanding, it is far 
preferable to use 200-round belted ammunition that is 
packed in a synthetic belt carrier that locks in a mount on 
the underside of the gun. 

SA.W Competition 
By 1974, FN had a pre-production prototype MINIMI 

ready for the U.S. Army Squad Automatic Weapon (SAW) 
Competition. Designated the T9 in the tests, the MINIMI 
was at a disadvantage, because it was competing against 

U.S. designed LMGs that used the then-favored 6mm SAW 
cartridge. Nevertheless , it proved just as reliable as its com­
petitors and was well received by those testing the guns. 
Finally, with the decision to abandon the 6mm SAW concept 
and stay with the 7.62x5lmm and 5.56x45mm NATO 
rounds , the MINIMI won the trials, and was adopted by the 
U.S. Army as the M249 SAW 

After its adoption by the U.S. military, the MINIMI con­
tinued to undergo evolutionary design changes and refine­
ment, and was soon in demand by other free-world countries, 
and was adopted by Israel, Canada, the UK, Australia , and 
others. The MINIMI has been produced in Canada and also 
in the United States, where it is still made by EN.M.l. , of 
Columbia, South Carolina. 

In addition to the basic model, the MINIMI was offered in 
a shorter PARA-Model with a short barrel and retractable 
buttstock, as well as a Vehicle Model with a coaxial firing 
component, and without a buttstock. As with the standard 
weapon, the PARA and Vehicle versions continued to under­
go refinement. 

Mew Versions Of The MIMIMI 

Near the turn of the Century, FN designed a new compact 
version of the MINIMI, called the Special Purpose Weapon 
(SPW). The SPW uses the same retractable buttstock as the 
PARA Model, but has a redesigned short barrel, and a new 
ventilated sheet-metal top handguard. It also has a new fore­
end with a three-sided Ml913 rail system. On the bottom sec­
tion of this rail is a vertical foregrip. In the SPW, the provi­
sion to use a box magazine has been omitted, and the gun's 
receiver is shorter than that of the standard MINIMI. 
Together with a number of other minor modifications, the 
SPW has one more major one, and that is the addition of an 
Ml913 ("Picatinny") rail permanently mounted on top of its 
forged-alloy feed-cover. This gives the weapon the ability to 
mount almost any optical sight. This useful Ml913 rail has 



now been added to the PARA MINIMI. 
After seeing the SPW, the U.S. Navy SEALs requested a 

special variation of it. The result was the MK 46 MOD 0. The 
differences between in the MK 46 MOD 0 from the SPW 
include a redesigned muzzle brake, a rigid ventilated hand­
guard with an Ml913 rail on top, the addition of a bipod, and 
a lighter version of the M249's new fixed buttstock. The SPW 
and MK 46 MOD 0 aren't the only versions of the MINIMI to 
use the new Ml913 rail. They share this feature with a brand­
new version of the Army's M249 SAW that, together with its 
rail, has the most of the other upgrades of the above two 
guns. These include the new buttstock, carrying handle, new 
quick-change barrel lever, an improved handguard system, 
gas block/front sight, rear sight, and pistol grip. Also, unlike 

(left) With alternative M16 magazine inserted, the 5.56mm 
rounds can be seen here in M249's receiver. (above) Quite sim­
ilar to those of the FN M240 and M60 LMGs, the M249's feed 
mechanism is smaller in size. (below) Here the M249 is seen 
with a 30-round M16 magazine and the Aimpoint Comp M red­
dot sight mounted using the A.R.M.S. #68-22 mount. 



the interrupted Ml913 rail of the SPW and MK 46 MOD 
0 , that of the new M249 SAW is continuous. One original 
feature retained by the new M249 SAW is the box maga­
zine well. 

To load and fire the M249, put the safety on by push­
ing it to the right, and open the feed cover by depressing 
the two opposing locking-buttons on each side at the rear, 
and lifting the cover. Now place the first round of a belt in 
the center feed lips and close the cover. If a large optical 
sight prevents fully opening the feed cover, simply insert 
the end of the belt in the feed tray and push it in until it 
locks into place. Now pull back the cocking handle until 
the bolt locks to the rear. The gun is now cocked. Push the 

precision long-range rifles. 
Around the time of the 9-11 attacks, F.N.M.I. established 

FN-Herstal, USA to promote and market these and other FN 
law-enforcement products, and shortly thereafter an impor­
tant decision was made: In order to bolster U.S. law-enforce­
ment in Homeland Security functions, the FN M240 (MAG 
S8) LMG and all members of the M249 SAW LMG family 
were made available for agency purchase. This means that 
law-enforcement agencies can now purchase the latest ver­
sions of these weapons directly from FN-Herstal, USA. 

If one wonders why a police agency would need such a 
weapon, he or she should only imagine one of many worst­
case scenarios U.S. law-enforcement officers are facing with 

alarming frequency. What if an agency 
has to make a raid on, or is involved in, 
an armed standoff with heavily armed 
criminals or terrorists at a remote, forti­
fied location? Consider a standoff on an 
airport runway, or an attack on a 
nuclear facility? Even at SOO yards, the 
M240 and M249 can make pinpoint 
hits , or control two sides of a large 
perimeter. In addition, our borders are 
almost totally unprotected. With 
Mexican Army regulars crossing into 
the United States and shooting 
American law-enforcement officers , 
what better defense than one of these 
guns? The situation in America is not 
good and it can only get worse, and 
while the acquisition of such weapons 
is certainly not for every agency, hun­
dreds have already experienced the 
need for them. 

Recently we took delivery of a brand­
new M249 SAW from FN-Herstal, USA. 
Although identical to the latest U.S. 
Military model in every respect, this 
variation is manufactured especially for 
U.S. law enforcement in a periodic spe­
cial run. The gun comes with a spare 
barrel and barrel bag, and a sling. 

Trijicon's brand-new TA55 AGOG scope proved very effective on the M249. Designated 
the TY in U.S. Army tests, the first MINIM/ won the Squad Automatic Weapon 
Competition in 1974, and went on to be adopted as the M249 SAW. 

Optics 

During initial test firing of the new 
M249, we found it to function perfectly 

cocking handle all the way forward until its detent goes 
into place. By pushing the safety to the left, the gun can be 
fired by pulling the trigger. 

Mow For U.S. Law Enforcement 

The upgrades made to the various models of the MIN­
IM! came at about the same time as F.N.M.I. decided to 
enter the law-enforcement market. Being part of the same 
conglomerate that owns Winchester (U.S.R.A.) F.N.M.I. 
began the reconfiguration of the Model 70 Classic bolt­
action rifle, and the Model 1300 shotgun into versions 
more suitable for tactical duty, along with the introduction 
of the FN Model 49 and HP-DA pistols. These arms joined 
the FN S.7mm Pistol, P9 Personal Defense Weapon 
(PDW), F2000 Assault Rifle, and the new Hecate family of 

with both belted and box-fed ammuni­
tion. We then began mounting various optical sights on its 
Ml913 rail. These included reflex sights such as the 
Aimpoint Comp M red dot sight, the Eotech red-reticle sight, 
the Springfield 6-20XS6mm Government Model Scope, and 
the brand-new TASS ACOG Telescopic Sight from Trijicon. 
An enlarged version of Trijicon's famous ACOG sight, the 
TASS contains both tritium and fiber-optic power-sources to 
illuminate the sharp red chevron reticle. However, in addi­
tion to these features, the TASS also has S.SX magnification 
and a holdover scale for the S.56x4Smm cartridge out to 800 
meters. With click adjustments of 1/6-inch at 100 yards, this 
allows the TASS to make adjustments of about l.S inches at 
800 meters to provide pinpoint shot placement. 

For the fastest target acquisition in close-quarters transi­
tional aiming, the TASS can be used with the Bindon Aiming 



Caliber: 5.56x56mm NATO (.223) 
Velocity: 3,100 fps 

Operation: Long-stroke gas piston, locked breech. 
Type of Fire: Full-automatic, open-bolt firing 

Barrel Length: 20 inches 
Overall Length: 41 inches 

Weight (gun alone): 16.5 pounds 
Feed Device: 200-round, disintegrating-link belt 

Safety: Positive cross-bolt 
Rate of Fire: 750 rpm 

Sights: Fully adjustable open sights with M 1913 MilSpec 
optical rail 

Finish: Matte black MilSpec 
The M249 can be field stripped tor cleaning in minutes, without 
special tools. The M1913 rail is permanently mounted on the rigid 
teed-cover. 

Concept (BAC). Discovered by Trijicon's founder, Glynn 
Bindon, this system of aiming requires that both eyes be kept 
open. With the master eye seeing the bright red reticle, the 
other eye takes over in tracking the target. With both eyes 
working together, the reticle is automatically placed on the tar­
get in no time at all. The BAC also works superbly in hunting. 

need it. This pack is now in use with our SpecOps in 
Afghanistan. Eagle offers a wide range of specialized holsters 
and web gear for law enforcement and the military, and its 
long, padded rifle case holts the M249 with ease. 

Although the TA SS comes with a rail-grabber mount, it 
will also take the much-preferred A.R.M.S. Throwlever 
mount used on the standard ACOG. With either the 

At close range, the M249 can be fired from the hip , or 
even from the shoulder, but it is best fired from the bipod 
that is attached to the rigid gas cylinder beneath the barrel. 
The M249 can also be mounted on either the F 360-
Degree Tripod, or the U.S. Ml22 Tripod, as well from a 

Springfield Government Model or the 
Trijicon TASS , the M249 performed 
like a belt-fed, precision long-range 
rifle, but even with open sights its 
accuracy was surprisingly good. 

Even those who had never fired an 
LMG had little trouble hitting 14-inch 
steel plates at 400 yards with open 
sights - and remember that the M249 
fires from an open bolt. By simply 
touching off one or two shots, the first 
shot usually hits the plate at 400 yards. 
On our range, the longest steel target is 
at SSO yards , and although the 14-inch 
steel targets were seldom hit at this dis­
tance, the shots came within inches of 
them, usually hitting a foot or so low. 
Using a telescopic sight and single­
loading the M249, five-shot groups of 
2- to 3 MOA could be achieved at 100 
yards using Ml93 GI S.S6X4Smm 
NATO ball ammunition. However, cur­
rent-issue M8SS ammunition grouped 
slightly larger. 

In addition to using the issue OD 
plastic 200-round box mounted on the 
bottom of the M249, we also tested a 
new ammunition backpack for the 
M249 from Eagle Industries, of 
Missouri. With built-in segments to 
hold the 200-round plastic boxes of 
5.56X4Smm belted ammunition, this 
pack keeps the ammo clean until you 

CONTACT SHEET 
A.R.M.S., Inc., Dept SOF 

230 West Center St 
West Bridgewater, MA 02379 

508-584-7816 

Aimpoint, Inc., Dept SOF 
7702 Leesburg Pike 

Falls Church, VA 22043 
877-246-7646 

Eagle Ind. Unlimited, Inc., Dept. SOF 
400 Biltmore Dr., Ste. 530 

Fenton, MO 63026 
888-343-7547 

EOTECH, Dept. SOF 
3600 Green Ct., Ste. 400 

Ann Arbor, Ml 48105 
734-7 41-8868 

Excalibur Electro Optics, Inc., Dept. SOF 
542 Kemmerer Lane 
Allentown, PA 18104 

800-797-2849 

Springfield Inc., Dept. SOF 
420 West Main St. 
Geneseo, IL 61254 

800-680-6866 

Trijicon, Inc., Dept. SOF 
P.O. Box 930059 

Wixom, Ml 48393 
800-338-0563 

vehicle pedestal mount. 

Mi9ht Vision 

Most exciting was using the M249 
with the 4X Raptor Night Vision 
Device (NVD) from Excalibur Electro 
Optics. Like other current U.S. 
Military NVDs , the Raptor comes 
equipped with an A.R.M.S. 
Throwlever Mount, that mates per­
fectly with the M249's Ml913 rail. just 
as important is that eye-relief can be 
adjusted perfectly by moving the scope 
on the rail. With the Raptor's crystal­
clear imaging and its even sharper 
bright red reticle , hits can be made in 
pitch dark at virtually any range that 
they can be made in daylight , and 
there is no blooming with this third­
generation NVD. Using the Raptor, I 
could even see clearly the detail of the 
mountains some 10 miles away. 

The M249 SAW has repeated ly 
proven to be accurate and reliable, and 
is considered by most to be the best of 
the best. If your agency is involved in 
high-risk crisis resolution, the M249 
SAW might be the tool you've been 
looking for. For information on all its 
law-enforcement tactical firearms , con­
tact FN Herstal USA, Inc., Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 697, McLean, VA 22101; 
phone: 703-288-3SOO. '9( 



How An Obscure 1970's British Victory 
Could Win Tue War In Afghanistan 

U 
nited States military and 
foreign policy-makers have 
reached a critical cross­
roads in the struggle for 

Afghanistan. Following the lightning 
defeat of the ruling Taliban, the war has 
wound down and U.S. military opera­
tions have largely been returning with 
empty nets for the better part of two 
months. The only notable incidents since 
Operation Anaconda wrapped-up have 
been embarrassing and volatile mishaps 
involving civilians and nickel-and-dime 
ambushes. The time has been reached to 
switch over from active war operations to 
civil development backed up and sup­
ported by military force, if necessary. 

While the pentagon insists that "we 
have a war to fight" there are rumblings 
from both the government we have 
installed down to the villagers who 
remain on the elusive front line. A con­
sensus seems to be building that U.S. muscle needs to start 
walking softly and stop treating Afghanistan like a "free-fire 
zone. " The Washington Post recently quoted the Afghan 
Defense Ministry spokesman as saying "The Americans do 
not respect anybody but themselves. They say 'We are the 
gods of the world' and they don't consult us." This is, unfor­
tunately, a road we have walked down before. 

As we have seen too many times in the past, memories in 
the Third World are short-lived and the grievances of today 
will always outweigh the helping hand of yesterday, especial­
ly when confronted with American cultural ignorance. 
Herein lie the seeds of a disaster, Afghanistan-style. In terms 
of a lasting victory, an apt adage might read, "The smart 
bomb giveth, but can also taketh away." As much as we hate 
to hear it, it's "Nation Building" time. 

Fortunately, there was a little known conflict fought in the 
Sultanate of Oman during the 1970s that holds many key 
lessons, that if applied, could help pave the way for the sta­
bility in Afghanistan we seek. Against a communist insur­
gency that enjoyed significant cross border support from 
Yemen, the British-backed Sultan was able to turn the tide 

BY JIM BARTLETT 
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An SAS machine-gunner keeps a watch tor rebels from "The 
Eagle 's Nest" on the Jebel in Oman. Conventional actions paving 
the way for civil development proved to be a winning combination. 

after over 75% of the country had been overrun by commu­
nist Adoo rebels. 

Fought largely out of the public eye and with the critical, 
but not overwhelming, support of Great Britain, this conflict 
proved to be one of the few struggles in which an established 
rebel insurgency was actually turned back and defeated. Due 
to its strategic location at the mouth of the Persian Gulf, the 
war in Oman was not one the West could afford to lose. 

Through a winning combination of military action, truth­
ful and well-directed information services and active civil 
development, a well-organized, established enemy was utter­
ly routed from terrain as difficult, or moreso, than that found 
in Afghanistan. Students of the Cold War will note that very 
few insurgencies, once established, were ever turned in the 
West's favor during this time. 

How it was done is perhaps one of the best examples of how 
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military action combined with civil 
development, or "nation building," 
proved a winning combination and has 
led to lasting stability in perhaps one of 
the world's most critical locations. 

The similarities between the conflict 
in Oman and the situation in 
Afghanistan are many. The Dhofar 
region of Oman, where the war was 
largely fought, is a mountainous region 
populated by various ,tribes and sub­
tribes with little or no allegiance out­
side of their own semi-warlords. It was 
host to an impoverished people with 
the usual problems of civil infrastruc­
ture and illiteracy. Under a semi-despot­
ic ruler who hindered development, the 
workaday people were soon alienated. 

Onto this tableau stepped a well­
organized and -supported insurgent 
force that promised better days for all, 
much as the Taliban did in Afghanistan. 
In short order, this force overran most 
of the province and the government's 
influence extended only as far as its 
rifles could shoot over the barbed-wire 
fences surrounding its forts. Soon, the 
guerillas were in de facto control of towns and villages and 
generally swam amongst the population. Southern 
Afghanistan, with its proximity to Pashtun Pakistan, presents 
the same sort of stage for this to occur. 

Then, just as the country teetered on the brink of total col­
lapse, there occurred a radical change in government. With 
the world's supply of oil in the balance, enter Britain and the 
SAS. Thus began the seven-year struggle to make Oman what 
it is today; a stable country with a developed economy and a 
standard of living far greater than it's neighbor to the south, 
formerly communist Yemen. 

As Major General Tony ]eapes, SAS, wrote in his book, 
Operation Oman, "Two things were clear; first , the answer to 
the insurgency lay in civil development, and second, the 
answer had to come from the Omanis themselves. 
Nonetheless, the Sultan needed all the friends he had." One 
of the key friends the Sultan had was Great Britain and the 
SAS, with a sound victory in Malaya under their belt and pos­
sessing a keen understanding of what makes insurgencies 
tick, namely poverty and frustration. 

Hearts And Minds 
These are much the same forces .that exist with such 

alacrity today in Afghanistan. As Gen. ]eapes remarked in 
Oman, "There had to be some way to persuade the people 
that they would be better off under the new regime. " Herein 
lies the true war aim in Afghanistan if we are to prevent a 
return to warlordism and the instability that made the coun­
try such a convenient lair for bin Laden and his fighters. 

For the SAS, the approach was simple and three-sided; 
local forces provide for taking action against the insurgents 
with both regular soldiers, trained and led by army officers 
"on loan" from Britain and militia under the tutelage of SAS 
advisors. (later the Omani army would stand on its own with 
officers and NCOs from its own ranks) Civil development 
follows on, improving the welfare of the people and bringing 
tangible evidence to the government line and establishing its 
credibility. Under this basic umbrella the insurgency was 

contested both militarily and politically 
and eventually collapsed under the 
weight of defections and direct action. 
At the end of it all, the working-class 
people of Oman had a country where 
the basics all men yearn for were avail­
able; water for themselves and their ani­
mals, schools and clinics for their chil­
dren and avenues to trade their goods. 
The Afghans are no different in that 
regard. 

It was, in effect, "nation building" 
long before the phrase came into vogue. 
It required a firm commitment by both 
Great Britain and the government of 
Oman to stay the course through a 

(left) Insurgents in Oman were well-sup­
plied with the latest in Soviet weapons 
such as this Katyusha 122mm rocket. They 
could not, however, compete with civil 
development that undermined their popu­
lar support. (below) An SAS patrol returns 
from the Omani Jebel after engaging Adoo 
rebels with their Firqat militiamen. Note 
Brit L 1s and FN-Mag in .308 NATO. 

series of reversals, casualties and slow progress. 
To implement this broad strategy, several key steps were 

implemented. 

1) A public information mechanism (Radio Oman) was 
set up to counter the sophisticated propaganda of the insur­
gents. It was insisted upon that it must always tell the truth. 
Emphasis was on civil-development projects underway or 
planned. Cheap radios were sold to the people at cost in the 
market, as the insurgents confiscated sets that were given 
away for free. First the people heard what was going to be 
done, and then they saw it with their own eyes. Credibility 
became the key operational phrase. 

2) Military action was geared to protect and enable 
civil development teams and establish the government's pres­
ence in rebel areas, demonstrating that the enemy was not 
invulnerable. Emphasis was placed on turning the enemy, not 
killing him. Those insurgents who turned themselves in were 
treated with respect and convinced, not coerced, into swear-

JANUARY 2003 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE . www.sofmag.com 49 



ing over to the government side. Those 
who stayed in the field under arms 
were opposed by a mixture of conven­
tional forces and irregular militias 
backed by British led air support, train­
ing and logistics. 

In light of the "Convince not coerce" 
method of operations, heavy support 
fires were also carefully dealt with. 
Harassment and interdiction fires were 
halted and air support, flown by British 
pilots, was limited to small, low-level 
tactical aircraft in the form of 

Strikemasters of the Omani Air Force pro­
vided close-air support for BATT and Firqat 
OPS. Flown by British pilots "on loan" 
from the UK, they stayed low, delivered 
accurately and prevented embarrassing 
incidents involving civilians. 

Will The UNLEARNED LESSONS Of 
Vietnam Haunt Us In Afghanistan? 

"Ominous and far reaching is the cavalier disregard of 
U.S. commanders for the dictates of the pacification program, 
in their headlong rush to "Kill VC," still touted as the objec­
tive." So the haunting words of an after-action report reach 
out across time from Vietnam, 1969. The author of those 
words, Province Senior Advisor, Colonel Carl E Bernard, was 
writing his exiting remarks for William Colby, after two full 
years in the war zone of central Vietnam. Colby immediately 
snatched back every copy Bernard had forwarded to others in 
his circle, in effect, classifying the report. 

There are mountains of after-action reports that came out 
of Vietnam. What makes Col. Bernard's worthy of note was 
his position as the Senior Province Advisor in Hau Nghia, 
home to the infamous "Tunnels of Cu Chi" and a particular­
ly hardened battalion of main force Viet Cong. (This was 
Bernard's third slot as a SPA, serving beforehand in Cau Due 
and Vinh Binh). Tasked with implementing a "pacification 
program" geared towards turning the local people to and 
keeping them on the government side, he often found that his 
own army was more of a problem than the VC. "The U.S. Air 
Force and the 9th Division was the best recruiting tool the 
VC had," Bernard remembers today from his home in 
Alexandria, Va. Leafing through a box of faded reports and 
letters he forwarded to colleagues from the field, his memo­
ry goes back to the dark days of 1969 when the U.S. effort 
was entering it's downward spiral. "At the end of the day, 
there were more Vietnamese against us than for us. It was a 
long road getting there, but we made it sure enough. " 

It is an interesting journal of unpublished and nearly for­
gotten incidents, all of which contain the critical lessons 
learned from that failed war. Villages shelled deliberately or 
by accident, resulting in lives and property lost. Drunken 
troops from the 9th grenading a Vietnamese family dog and 
then smashing down their house with an APC. A local 
Vietnamese security director, working for a U.S. firm, impris­
oned under harsh conditions by the 9th Division commander 

for 133 days as a VC. Phoenix Program operatives killing vil­
lagers instead of the communist cadre they were targeting. 

More alarming even was report after report detailing the 
neglect and mismanagement of the local Cieu Roi (a surren­
der-and-turn program) detention center. In a place where 
local VC were supposed to be convinced to join the govern­
ment side, it was found that they were instead treated to sub­
standard health and sanitary conditions as well as periodic 
beatings. The collection goes on and on with details of this 
type of "Hearts and Minds" campaign. 

"The tools of the U.S. overwhelmingly are military-bombs, 
artillery and infantry battalions. This basic failure in the U.S. 
perception of the war has insured that the enemy becomes 
stronger each year despite heroic lists of KIA, weapons cap­
tured and VC eliminated," Bernard's AAR to Colby notes. 
Sitting in his basement library, Bernard puts his finger 
squarely on where the U.S. went wrong. "These are ways to 
control ground, while the VC were using the tools to control 
people, i.e. persuasion, propaganda, and targeted terror. In 
the end, it was our failure to win over people that sounded 
our final defeat, regardless of how many soldiers we sent in 
or how many shells we fired." 

This pattern seems to be appearing again in Afghanistan. 
"We're not killing them fast enough," was a recent comment 
by Secretary of Defense Rumsfeld, reported in the 
Washington Post, as he announced plans to streamline and 
increase the tempo of Special Operations actions against the 
al-Qaeda network. 

But what of the actions of Civil Affairs units whose task is 
to make lasting friends in the very country that served as 
host to our enemy? While their effort receives a paltry $7 mil­
lion to operate on, high-tech weapons projects of dubious 
utility take the lion's share of the budget. At the same time, 
they must contend with the political fallout that results from 
errant bombs and house-to-house searches. These factors are 
at the heart of nation-building and it requires a commitment 
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Strikemasters. Use of airpower was several options do\Vn the 
list, as opposed to the first. Thus, embarrassing setbacks, 
such as the bombing of civilians, were largely avoided. 

In addition to this, local militias (the Firqats) from the 
various tribes were raised, trained and equipped by the ~AS 
who also insisted on proper pay for them .. At the same time, 
the regular army, or Sultan's Armed Forces (SAF), were 
strengthened to provide conventional muscle. Commanded 
largely by British Army officers on loan (known as "con­
tract" officers), they evolved into a well-disciplined force 
capable of taking and holding ground by conventional 
action, thus providing bases for the Firqats and SAS to oper­
ate out of. 

The Firqats, in turn, ranged out to engage the enemy on 
his own turf in his own style of fighting. More importantly, 
however, was the ability of the Firqats to mix with the vil­
lagers and conduct confidence building measures such as 
provision of medical care by providing escort for SAS med­
ical teams. 

While the threat of Firquat leaders evolving into hardened 
warlords was present, after the cessation of hostilities their 

power gradually dwindled. This was a result of both military 
and civil decisions. Firstly, the SAF continued its develop­
ment as a professional force with a pay/rewards structure 
that outweighed the influence of local chieftains. Second, 
through CAD development, the people became more and 
more dependant on and beholden to government develop­
ment measures. 

While Afghan warlords are not going to be such an easy 
task to marginalize, over time, as more and more services 
come out of a proper central government, their power will 
age and fade. The warlord problem is perhaps the greatest 
challenge facing the new Afghan government and must be 
handled very delicately, utilizing similar methods to convince 
them that loyalty to a stable government is in their best inter­
est for long-term survival and the well being of their tribes. 

3) The third and key phase to the overall campaign was 
the introduction of Civil Aid Department teams (CAD) fol­
lowing closely in the wake of the military. Created as a 

Continued on page BO 
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by best-selling author Bill Branon (Let Us Prey). 
Contact: editcon@peganet.com 

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or 
existing home. Hundreds of programs. 
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com) Free 
recorded message: (707) 448-3210. (8KW5) 

RETIRE IN THE ORIENT. Affordable living/ 
incredible nightlife. FREE BROCHURE. DHP, 
Inc., 6433 Topanga Canyon Bl. #205, Canoga 
Park, CA 91303. 818-888-2021. 

• Did this get your attention? How about • 
and ii ? These are dingbats - add them to 
your classified ad for only $5 each! 

50,000 MAPS: Topographic, Tactical Quads, 
Travel, Political, Vietnam, Nevis, Roswell , 
Anyplace! 7700 Air Photos. Catalog $4.00 
(refundable}. MONARCH, Box 14490-SF 
Phoenix, AZ 85063. 
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One 01 The World's Leading Security Training Facilities Now 
Offers An All-Inclusive Residential Close-Protection Bodyguard 

Course At Our Orlando. Florida. Facility. 

REALISTIC TRAINING WHICH INCLUDES: 

• l.IVE-FIRING TEAM ANTI-AMB USH DRILLS 

• DEFENSIVE/E\IASIVE DRIVER TRAINING, 
TAUGHT BY m1E OF THE USA's LEADING INSTRUCTORS 

• UNARMED COMBAT/NON-LETHAL WEAPON TRAINING 

• ELEf.TRONIC SECURITY EQUIPMENT TRAINING 

• SURVEILLANCE COUNTER-MEASURES 

• RESIDENCE. OFFICE. HOTEL AND ADVANCED PARTY 
SECURITY PROCEDURES 

• CP TRAUMA MEDICINE TRAINING 

• EX DELTA. SEAL. SWAT, FBI. SAS AND SBS INSTRUCTORS 

A Cornhlna11on 01 Exnenenced Instructor World Beating Facihlies And The 
Florida W"'alh MakP. This The Most Rewarrling CP Course Available. 

FINANCING AVAILABLE 
Ask About Our Airline Security T1aining Program. 

For More Information On Our Next Available Courses, 
Please Call !SST at 407·483·0200 

. RIAL ESTATE 
WANT A SAFE HAVEN? Remote, secluded 
960-acre farm 26 miles from town, B.C., 
Canada. Heavily wooded and open farmland, 
streams. Old house, barn, equipment. 
Electricity. Can divide. 200K USO undivided. 
Call Stan at (303) 809-5447, 
smann1241@earthlink.net 

BlmlllLll& SIBlllCIS 
CONFIDENTIAL CHICAGO MAILING 
ADDRESS. Discreet mail forwarding since 
1981. Voicemail-Private Phone Number. Mail 
Post, 2421 SOF Pratt. Chicago 60645, 800-890-
3199 or 773-764-0100 www.themailpost.com zro 

SILF-811'1151 
LIGHTNING FAST INVISIBLE STRIKING 
SECRETS! Instantly devastating to ANY attack­
er' + Tactical Suckerpunching SECRETS! 
Become Street Lethal. Before they can even 
blink! Free tape I report! (724) 628-9001 or 
cjwinger@zoominternet.net 

CUTIING EDGE OF PERSONAL SECURITY, 
pepper sprays, stun guns. lasers, knives. more! 
Also video and surveillance equipment. Free 
catalogs. Visit· www.arcticselfdefense.com/sof 

PROTECT YOURSELF AGAINST ASSAULT! 
Mace, lasers, stun guns, more! Also hidden 
cameras and surveillance equipment. Free 
online catalog. Keystonesafetvsecurity.com 

SUBl/llLLAICI 
I 

ESPIONAGE UNLIMITED: Your one stop shop 
for surveillance. counter surveillance, privacy, 
new ID's and new identity, asset protection, 
covert weapons, investigations, and more. 
(802) 864-0951. www.espionage-store.com 

Tn111n1na 
CORRESPONDENCE COURSES & MILITARY 
MANUALS. Combat skills, weapons, tactics, 
NBC. more. Catalog $5.00. llPD/ACCP, Box 
1237. Alpine, TX 79831 . 

• Complete Covert 
Equipment Headquarters 
• Hidden Video & Audio 
• Infidelity Lab Testing 

• Self-Defense Products 

www.spycountry.com 

Fairbairn-Sykes 
Commando Knives 

www.esa-swords.com 

ESA, Marysville OH 43040 
+1-937-644-2170 

~SWITCHBlADI KNIVES 
r 

~·www.theswitchblade.com 
.:1: ~ . 
• ~_·1 •• - ·-- -

SNEAKY BASTARDS COVERT OUTFITIERS 
The Premier Professional Equipment Supplier of 
Surveillance and Counter Intelligence Equipment. 
Bulletproof Products. Operations Gear, Wireless 
Audio and Video, Remote Monitoring, Personnel 
and Vehicle Tracking, Night Vision, Books and 
Videos and more ... 

Visit us online: www.sneakybastards.com 
Order toll-free: 1 (877) 763-2592 

BODYGUARD and VIP Protection Training 
For course information send SASE to: A&S 
Training, Box 131232, St. Paul, MN 55 11 3 
www.aansstraining.com 

TRAINING -- SPETSNAZ BASE •• MOSCOW 
One full week, shooting Russian military arms, 
tactics, combat survival training. Contact Elite 
Forces, Box 5034, Genova, 16154 ITALY 
www.blkfmagazine.com 

SUPERIOR TRAINING for Professionals! 
Maritime Security, Executive Protection, 
Counter-Intelligence, Corporate Investigations, 
Tactical Firearms, Business Intelligence, 
Technical Surveillance. P.O.S.T. Approved! 
Enterprising Securities (770) 723-1683 or 
www.enterprisingsecurities.com 

I 

UlllSITIS 
FOR ONLY $25/month you can list your 
Website or Internet URL+ 10 words right 
here. (No additional discounts apply.) 
This is a great way to get out the word on 
your site! 

UNIQUE AND HARD TO FIND MILITARY 
RELATED ITEMS. www.mil itary·stuff.com 
LOOK. 
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BLACK JACKET 
PRINTtD LEFT CHEST AND FUU BACK WHITE PRINT 

$69.90 
SIZES; M, L, XL 

ADD 5.00 FOR XX~ 
ORXXXL 

ADD 15.95 
FOR SHIPPING 

AND HANDLING 

1800-958-8876 
s.o.s. 

P.O. Box 2205 
Carmichael, Ca 95609 

AllollV ., to 3 11Veel<s 
#'or delivery 

U.S. Priority Mail 

Want to see more? 

Visit Our Online Gallery at 
WWW. USMILITARYART.COM 

-::1v!ilit~ Art. com .. J~~ 
WWW.MILITARYSKILLS.BTINTERNET.CO.UK 
Basic, advanced, specialist, jungle. 

MILITARY AND GOVERNMENT NOVELTY 
SHIRTS, mousepads, and other collectibles @ 
www.NOVELTYZ.BIZ JAN, FEB 2003 

GAS MASKS: Protect your families against 
nuclear, biological, chemical attacks; various 
sizes, military, civilian models. Made in Korea. 
www.gasmaskforsale.net 

UNIQUE AND HARD TO FIND MILITARY 
RELATED ITEMS. "LOOK" www.military­
stuff.com 

WWW.LIVE-FREE.ORG Home and homeland 
Defense organization, publications, information, 
and training programs. 

WWW.RIVERCITYSHEATHS.COM 
Southern Comfort - Concealed carry for 
Bowies and other large knives. 
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PHOTO ID 
CARD KITS 

amaze your associ- PRESS 
ates! We provide the American Press Association 
cards, plastic lami-
nate and easy 
instructions! You pro­
vide only a photo. 
Your photo card can 
be fini shed in the pri­
vacy of your home. 
The result is a dis­
tinctive, professional 
system! The highest 
quality cards in the 
US! Lost you r origi ­
nal card? Replace it 
NOW! 

OFFICIAL 
k r , 2 

0 
0 
6 

-- MENTION YOU SAW 
OUR AD IN SOF AND 
GET FREE SHIPPING 

I 
D C01 Press ID D C68 Fugitive Recovery 
D C04 Bounty Hunter D C72 Special Agent I 
D C10 Concealed Weapons D C131 lnt'I Drivers Lie. I 
D C11 Private Investigator D C133 Federal Security I 
D C13 Special Investigator D C140 Network Admin. I 
D C17 lnt'I Drivers Permit D C142 Terrorism Specialist 
D C31 Travel Agent D C143 Webmaster 
D C34 Personal ID D C201 Bail Bondsman 
D C51 Special Operations D C203 Bail Ent. Agent 
0 C60 MAC·V (CIA) 0 C2 11 Security Ent. 

NIC LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPPLY - SOF 
500 Flournoy Lucas Rd. Bid #3 • Shreveport, LA 711 06 

Orders (888) 642·0007 • Gust SeN. (318) 688·1805 
Fax (318) 688-1 367 

Name: -------------­

Address: -------------
City/State/Zip: ___________ _ 

Credit Card: ____________ _ 

I 80 PAGE COLOR CATALOG S3.00 OR FREE WITH FIRST ORDER. 
&. _____ '!W::.· '!_es~o!!! ____ _ 

BAGWELL 
Combat Knives Without Compromise 

I I 
903·926· 7208 

P.O. Box 144, Woodlawn, TX 75694 

DEFENSE TECHNOLOGY, COUNTER­
TERRORISM issues, homeland security 
& intelligence. Subscribe. 
www. homelandsecu ritynews. net 

GUNS: .44 MAGNUM FLAMES, recoils , 
fires loud 9mm blanks. Full size, steel. No 
license required. $119.00 with 50 rounds. 
www. maxsell.com 

www.usmilitaryart.com You served with 
honor; now preserve the memories. 

ii LALl'S PASSAGE. Vietnam veteran lib­
erates Burmese beauty from Thai brothel. 
www.wonde rfull .com 

WWW.4SECRET.COM For SHORT or SHY 
MEN who'd like to date beautiful women. 
1-800-4-SECRET Ext. 1 

WWW.THESWITCHBLADE.COM 
Beyond the Cutting Edge 

WWW.PROTECTIONSPECIALIST.COM. 
We provide Personal Protection Services , 
Antiterrorist Detection and Private 
Investigations. 
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spyoutlet.com 
Your direct source for 

Surveillance/Countersurveillance 
Electronic Devices 

Mini spy pinhole cameras 
• hidden video • wireless video 

• vehicle tracking • bug detectors 
• phone tap detectors • voice 

changer • 12 hour telephone tape 
recorder $125°0 

• locksmithing 
tools • disappearing ink pens 

•and more 
FOR CATALOG SEND $5°0 TO: 

SPY OUTLET 
2468 NIAGARA FALLS BLVD 

TONAWANDA NY 14150 (716) 695-8660 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH REGIMENTAL 
INSIGNIA & ACCESSORIES ETC 

•SAS 
•RAF 

• PARA • ROYAL MARINES 
• GUARDS • BLACK WATCH ETC 

ILLUSTRATED IMPORT CATALOG $8.00 
BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Department 6, P.O. Box 14 
Pegram, TN 37143·0014 

FREEDOM PRODUCTS -- passports, drivers 
licenses, anonymous debit cards, much more. 
www.expatworld.org 

GUNS: 1911 COLT .45 AUTOMATIC fires loud 
Bmm blanks. Full size, steel , wood grips. 
$119.00 with 50 rounds. www.maxse ll.com 

e THE ULTIMATE IN PATRIOTIC T-SHIRTS! 
www.heathconner.com 

LOW COST SURVIVAL FOOD! Visit 
www.natureiswonderful.com Great value! 
Books, videos, more! 

WWW.SILVER-INVESTOR.COM The world's 
best site for Silver information. Toll Free 877-
610-9962 

www.SecondAmendment.net News, essays, 
and practical advice for ordinary people on 
RKBA. 

"ALWAYS LISTENING" www.pennycircus.net 

COMPLETE ID INFORMATION. Guide to inter­
net ID sites. www. idfreakz.com 

GET AN ANONYMOUS ADDRESS. No ID 
needed. Mail Forwarded Weekly. www.world­
widemaildrop.com 

GUNS: BRIGADIER .45 AUTOMATIC. Full 
size, steel , fires 9mmPA blanks. No license 
required. $149.00 with 50 rounds and holster. 
www.maxsel l.com 

UHF WIRELESS MICROPHONE. Crystal­
Controlled Kit. www.Micro-transmitter.com 

20,000+ MILITARY FIELD & TECHNICAL 
MANUALS CD-ROM or printed . 
www.CHQsoftware.com 

The truth shall set you free: cyanews.com 

FIND OUT ANYTHING ABOUT ANYONE. 
Information 
infosearch.com 

is power. WWW.global-

BUSHPILOT WINGS 
BADGE QUALITY·- CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
Send $9.95 to: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. Box 211296 
Bedford , TX 76095-8296 

Catalog with purchase -- Allow 4-6 weeks 
http://www.bushwings.com 

MILITARY BOOKS ON 
SOUTHERN AFRICA 

Visit our website at: 
www.galago.co.za 

For regular updates e-mail : 
lemur@mweb.co.za 

~~ilt.~~ ''lu~' -
~, 1· Factory 

• America's# 1 Arch-Type Monuloctu rer 
• 20 Year Warranty 
• Easy Financing Available 
•Easy Do-It-Yo urself Construction 
•Free 16 Page Brochure 

Direct 
SAVE ON SELECT SIZES 

25X34 • 30X46 
40X56 • SOXJ 16 

IT'S NO'J1 
OlTEJl YE'I\ 

BUCKSHOT'S CAMP. Survival Snares, Videos, 
Firestarters, Books, LED flashlights, Gill nets. 
www.buckshotscamp.com 

FUGITIVE RECOVERY AGENT BADGES, T­
shirts, Raid jackets, ball caps, ID cards, batons, 
handcuffs , bodyarmor. Discount prices . 
www.maxsell.com 

UHF WIRELESS MICROPHONE. Crystal-Con­
trolled Kit. www.Micro-transmitter.com 
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lnlll:OM :OUNTnY 

~ 
20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fish ing, backpacking , camping, Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
11Video Available" 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1000 

NETWORKERS GROUND FLOOR 
Opportunity. Big money part-time at home. 
www.legacyusa.com/superiorhealth 

• NEW MAGAZINE ON SURVIVAL. Visit 
online survival magazine , www.modernsur­
vival.net, from Jim Benson, former editor of 
American Survival Guide Magazine. 

USAF SPECIAL OPERATIONS and Air 
Rescue unit insignia for sale. www.aircomman­
do.com 

RANGER ARMS Specializing in tactical gear, 
military equipment , firearms and fi rearms 
accessories. www.rangerarms.com 

HIGH CAPACITY CLIPS, GRIPS & thousands 
of re lated shooting products. www.gunacces­
sories.com 

AUTHENTIC U.S. GOVT. ISSUE Army/Navy 
Surplus. Best prices -- Online catalog www. 
americanarmynavy.com Phone 1-888-592-8014 

VISIT OUR WEBSITE www.militarykit.com or 
www.britisharmykit.com 

ii SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BACK ISSUES 
are going fast! Use the easy-order shopping 
cart at www.sofmag.com. 

NIGHT VISION WEAPON SCOPES. Giant 
Binoculars, Spotting Scopes, Rangefinders, 
Rifle scopes. www.americansupply. net 

Advanced Technology 77 
Allvertical.com 80 
Armed Forces Merch. Outlet 81 
Artkis North America 73 
Barrett Firearms 10 
Best Made Designs 21 
Bfr Global 16 
Blackhawk Industries 11 
Bush rag 75 
Chase Durer C4 
Collectors Field 75 
CZ-USA 33 
DPMS 78 
DS Arms 80 
Eden Press 61 
EDM Arms 68 
Emerson Knives 69 
Extreme Shock C2 
Fir Cone 81 

NUDISM LIFESTYLE: 
FAMILY RECREATION 

Sample Video $24, Mag. $10 
Catalog $3 

LIFESTYLES-SF 
Box 661268, Los Angeles, CA 90066 

!

Have a life of intrigue 
excitement, adventure! 
Learn from the REAL 

.~------~experts: 
Investigation • Surveillance • Skiptracing 

Start Your Own Business 
State Approved · Diploma Awarded 

Free Brochure! United States Academy 
Call Or Write of Pri vate lnvesti&at ion 

I (310) 657-6333 I Be~~~I 8~f11~'. PA 9b113 
VISIT OUR SPY SHOP 
"On The World Wide Web" 

www.spytechagency.com 
"On The Sunset Strip" 

85 19-8521 W. Sun set Blvd. 
Wes t Hollywood , CA 90069 

- Web Site Features -
PI Agency · PI Academy • Spy Shop 

011/i11 e over 2500 i11vestigatio11 - s11rveillance 
co 1111ter111 easure prod11cts, books & videos!! 

Frost Cutlery 76 
G. Gordon Liddy 74 
Global School of Invest. 60 
Heine Specialties 75 
Hellstorm 7 
lnfogrames C3 
Inter-American Security 60 
IOR Valdada 77 
Israeli Defensive Fighting 9 
Kifaru International 69 
Laser Devices 73 
Maxsell 32 
Mech Tech 14 
Military Book Club 18-19 
Modern Survival 76 
Neil Cooper 17 
NIC Law Enforcement 63 
One Stop Knife Shop 70 
Paladin Press 5 
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Need NEWID? 
CREDIT·PRIVACY • 
Our Books Help You Get• New identity• Credtl • New SSN 
• ID by mail •College degrees • Better jobs • Credit repair 
•Cash businesses • "Free Money" www.edenpress.com 

FREE PRIVACY CATALOG: 1-800-338-8484 
EDEN PRESS • Box 8410-AB •Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

Federally owned land currently available in AK, AZ., AR, CA, 
CO, ID, MT, NV, NM, OR, UT, WA, WY for $2.50 per acre. 
U.S. citizens entitled to purchase up to 160 ac res per 
person. For complete information package including maps, 
telephone helpline, filing forms, etc. send $20 check or money 
order to: FEDERAL LAND CO., Dept L, Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009. (Note: this is not homestead­
ing - lands are sold outright.) MONEYBACK GUARANTEE! 

GET 
LEGAL 
FAST!: 

SEND $3.00 for 12-PAGE CATALOG 
MILITARY AWARDS I CERTIFICATES I MEDALS 

UNIVERSITY I COLLEGE I HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT & COLLECTORS 

Couch Potato Publishing 
443 FOX RUN DRIVE, BLUE RIDGE, GA 30513 

SOLDIER Of f ORTUNE 
Back Issues 

are going fast! Use 
the easy-order 

shopping cart at 

www.sofmag.com 

PerfCo 
Silver Creek Industries 
Silverman's 
SOF Back Issues 
SOF Merchandise 
SOF Subscriptions 
SOG Sales 
Southern Ordnance 
Steve Arnold's Gunroom 
Sure-Fire 
SWAT Magazine 
Systema LLC 
Tactical Tailor 
Tamiami Int. 
USI Corporation 
Wiggy's 
7.62 Design 
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Rakkasan Lessons Learned 
BY A 1 87TH INFANTRY REGIMENT SENIOR NCO 

AS TOLD TD LT. MIKE SPARKS 

Iwould like to pass on a few things learned during our 
recent deployment, It won't be in a specific order so bare 
with me. 
I guess the biggest lesson I learned is nothing changes 

from how you train atjRTC Qoint Readiness Training Center, 
Fort Polk, la.]. We all try to invent new dilemmas because 
it's a real deployment but we end up outsmarting ourselves. 
Go with what you know; stick with how you train. 

Some of the things in particular were the soldier's load. 
Because you're in the mountains of Afghanistan you try to 
invent new packing lists, or new uniforms. Some units went 
in with Gore-tex and polypro only. When the weather got bad 
they were the only ones to have cold-weather injuries that 
needed to be evaced. We've all figured out how to stay warm 
during the winter so don't change your uniforms. It was 
never as cold as I've seen it here [Ft. Campbell, KY] or Ft. 
Bragg during the winter. 

Because of the high altitudes and rough terrain we all 
should have been combat-light. 

That's the first thing you learn at JRTC. You can't fight 
with a ruck on your back. 

We packed to stay warm at night, which was a mistake; 
you take only enough to survive until the sun comes up. 

We had extreme difficulty moving with all our weight. If 
our movement would have been to relieve a unit in contact or 
a time-sensitive mission, we would not have been able to 
move in a timely manner. It took us eight hours to move 5 
klicks. 

With just the Interceptor hard-body armor vest and lbv 
[Enhanced Tactical load-Bearing Vest, or the MOLLE vest], 
we were easily carrying 80 lbs. Throw on the ruck and 
you're sucking. 

We outsmarted ourselves on how much water to carry. We 
took in over 12 quarts per man on our initial insertion, which 
greatly increased our weight. In the old days you did a three­
day mission with 6 quarts of water, and that was on Ft. 
Campbell in the summer. Granted, we were all heat-exhaus­
tion [casualties] at the end but it's more than do-able. I say go 
in with 6 quarts. If your re-supply is working then drink as 
much as possible keeping the 6 quarts in case re-supply gets 
weathered-out. 

We also tasked our helicopter-support to bring in unneed­
ed re-supply because we've lost a lot of our needed fieldcraft. 

We didn't even think to take iodine tablets [to purify water 
from melted snow etc.] until after we got on the ground. 

If you're in a good fight you're going to need all your birds 
for medevac and ammo re-supply. 

Bottom line is we have to train at the right soldier's load, 
[and] relearn how to conserve water. 

How many batteries does it take to sustain for three days, 
etc.? Take what you need to survive through the night and 
then wear the same stuff again. 

The next day, you can only wear so much snivel gear. It 
doesn't do any good to carry enough to have a different 
wardrobe [set of BDUsl every day. Have the bn invest in Gore­
tex socks, and smart wool socks; our battalion directed every­
one to wear Gore-tex boots [Intermediate Cold Weather Boots] 
during the mission. You can imagine how painful that was. I 
gave up my boots to a new soldier who didn't have any so I 
wore jungle boots, Gore-tex socks and a pair of smart wool 
socks and my feet never got wet or cold, even in the snow. 

You need two pairs [of boots] so you can dry them out 
every day. 

All personnel involved hated the lbv; [load-bearing vestl 
it's so constricting when you wear it with the vest. Then 
when you put a ruck on, it cuts off even or, circulation. 

I would also recommend wearing the body armor during 
all training. I doubt if we'll ever fight without it again. But it 
significantly affects everything that you do. 

Equipment-wise, our greatest shortcomings were optics 
and organic, or direct-support long-range weapons. After the 
initial fight all our targets were at a minimum of 1,500 
meters. All the way out to as far as you could see our 
60[mm]s and 8l[mm]s accounted for most of the kills. Next 
was a Canadian Sniper team with a MacMillian .50 cal. 
[sniper rifle]. They got kills all the way out to 2,500 meters! 

The problem with our mortars was there was a 24-hour 
[close-air-support] cap. And they wouldn't fly near us if we 
were firing indirect even though our max ord [how high mor­
tar rounds arc into the sky] was far beneath their patterns. 
Something for you and your ALO [Air liaison Officer ] to 
work out. The other problem was the Air Force could never 
hit small groups of personnel. I watched and called correc­
tions on numerous sorties and they could never hit the tar­
gets. My verdict is if you want it killed, use your mortars. 
Pay close attention to the direction of attack your ALO is 
bringing in ... Every time it was perpendicular to us, we were 
hit with shrapnel. Not to mention the time they dropped 
2,000-lbs. [bomb] in the middle of our company. It didn't go 
off by a sheer miracle, I'm sure. [Marine] Cobras and 2.75-
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inchers [rockets] shot at us. Also, once again, they were 
shooting perpendicular to our trace. Aviation provided the 
most near-misses of all the things we did. 

l recommend all SLs [squad leaders) and PUS [platoon 
sergeants] carry binoculars with the mils reticle. Countless 
times TLs [team leaders] and SLs had the opportunity to call 
in mortars . More importantly is leaders knowing how to do 
it. Our bn has checked all the blocks as far as that goes. 
Guess what? They still couldn't do it, especially the PUS. 
Contrary to popular belief it's not the PL [Platoon leader] 
who's going to call it in; it's the soldier in the position who 
will. If you don't have the binos, guess what? You have to wait 
for somebody to run to the M240 [Medium Machine Gun] 
position to go get them. Also, same goes with not knowing 
how to do it. You have to wait for the FO [artillery or mortar 
forward observer] to move to that position. 

Plugger [AN/PSN-11 Global Positioning System] battle 
drill is the way to go, even, with the civilian models [signals 
are unscrambled now, thanks to President Clinton] ; the con­
tour interval on the maps is outrageous so terrain association 
was difficult. Range Estimation was probably the most 
important or critical thing you do. If you close on your esti­
mation you'll get the target. We all carried in two mortar 
rounds apiece and that was more than enough. We took [a) 
mix of everything; the only thing we used was WP [White 
Phosphorous] and the HE [High Explosive]. All together we 
took in at least 120 rounds as a company. 

lots Of lessons learned On Air Assaults 
It was always "seats-out" due to the limited number of 

aircraft and the number of personnel we had to get in. That 

U.S. 101st Airborne Division soldiers return to Bagram Air Base 10 
March 2002 from the batilefield in the eastern Afghan mountains 
after facing heavier than expected resistance from al-Qaeda and 
Taliban fighters. Some 400 troops including soldiers from the 10th 
Mountain Division were pulled out of the battle following more 
than a week of fighting in which eight U.S. soldiers were killed. 

Soldiers from Alpha Company of the 2nd Battalion, 187th Infantry 
Regiment, 101st Airborne Division (Air Assault} launch an 81mm 
mortar on an enemy position 5 March, 2002 in Afghanistan. 

presents a few problems. Off-loading a CH-4 7 on a hot LZ 
[landing zone] packed to the gills is an extremely slow 
process (2-3 minutes). Landing was the most dangerous part 
while we were there just because of the conditions and ter­
rain. If you crash without seats and seatbelts you're going to 
have a lot of broken bones. If possible, maybe you could send 
in the first few lifts with "seats-in;" that will get the helo off 
the LZ much quicker than following aircraft "seats-out." 
Food for thought 

just like Vietnam, the pilots were courageous and will do 
all and even more of what you ask of them. However, re-sup­
ply was a big difficulty. Problem was they never put the right 
package at the right place and you know what that means, 
especially when it's 120mm mortar rounds that fell into a 
deep ravine. Fix was put a LNO [liaison officer) on the bird 
with grids frequencies and call signs. Our S-4 had a group of 
supply sergeants that would accompany the re-supplies. 
Also, as the S-3 push the birds down to the company freqs. 
That killed us the whole time. Bn would never push the birds 
down to us so they were always landing in the wrong place 
or dropping off re-supply in the wrong place. Same with AH-
64s [Apache Attack helicopter gunships] . We always say give 
them to the user but we never do it. We always had to relay 
thru the S-3 to give corrections. 

Flying was by far the most dangerous thing we did while 
we were there. 

The environment was extremely harsh. The cold wasn't 

Continued on page 79 
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BY SOF STAFF 
PHOTOS COURTESY DANA DRENKOWSKI 

indication is a tough word, but entirely 
appropriate here. 

For a quarter-century, this magazine has 
stood by one of its authors , a fine former offi­
cer from the United States Air Force. Dana 
Drenkowski was a participant in one of the 
most controversial air operations during the 

Vietnam War. Now, thanks to a new book just published, 
both Drenkowski and SOF are not only vindicated after these 
years, but it is now shown that SAC general officers lied to 
cover up tactical problems that were costing American pilot's 
lives, destroyed a fine young officer's military career, and 
then later destroyed his civilian writing career, by personally 
discrediting him. 

That book is The Eleven Days of Christmas, by Marshall 
Michel, a noted commentator on aviation strategy and tactics 
from the Vietnam War. 

During linebacker II, the final and decisive bombing of 
North Vietnam in late 1972 using B-52 bombers as the pri­
mary strike force in raids against targets in and around the 
Hanoi-Red River Valley region of North Vietnam, tactics 
were badly conceived and poorly executed, the fault of 
senior officers in the Strategic Air Command (SAC) . 
Numerous Air Force fighter plane units based in the north­
ern areas of Thailand escorted the bombers to their targets 
and participated in bombing operations with smart bombs, 
their aircrews being witness to, and suffering losses from, 
those SAC tactics. 

Captain Drenkowski, a 1968 Air Force Academy graduate, 
flew B-52s during an earlier tour in the Southeast Asia war, 
and during Linebacker II was a flight leader flying the leg­
endary F-4 Phantom fighter plane in support of the same B-
52s he had flown earlier. He also worked concurrently as a 
staff officer for one of the most crucial fighter wings in 
Southeat Asia, where he helped in the planning and coordi­
nation of fighter support for the B-52 operations. He was dec­
orated a number of times for his bravery and extraordinary 
achievement in war. He was uniquely placed to observe and 
comment upon the tactics used, both in the planning and in 
the actual operations phases of the intense 11-day battle 
known as Linebacker 11. 

B-52s were ordered to fly in a long, straight line through 
the heaviest anti-aircraft gun and Surface-to-Air (SAM) mis­
sile defenses the world had ever seen, all provided by the 
Soviet Union. They attacked from the same direction, at the 
same altitudes, airspeeds and angles , ignoring the sugges­
tions and complaints of the aircrews who had flown into 
those same air defenses for six months. Losses were unex­
pectedly heavy, while bombs went way off target (giving plen­
ty of adverse publicity to an anti-American press, more than 
willing to believe that the United States would deliberately 

{above) In the neighborhood of two dozen 8-52s - and nearly a 
dozen non-B-52s - were lost on Linebacker II. The total would 
have been much less had it not been tor the flawed tactics 
exposed by Drenkowski. 
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target civilians to terrorize them, while believing Communist 
and left-wing propaganda about Vietnam's "humanitarian 
principles" in that war). 

The two general officers primarily responsible for the 
costly, inefficient tactics used during the first days of 
Operation Linebacker II were General John C. Meyer, the 
Commander of Strategic Air Command, and General Pete 
Sianis, in charge of planning missions at SAC. Both were 
based at SAC Headquarters in Omaha, Nebraska. Neither 
saw fit to communicate with the aircrews who were actually 
fighting on SAC's behalf in the combat zone. They were sadly 
reminiscent of the World War I general officers who 
launched hundreds of thousands of young men into the teeth 
of modern machine guns, while comfortably ensconced miles 
from the action in luxurious French villas . 

The operations, though costly and ineffective in many 
ways, still helped force the North Vietnamese back to the 
peace table, and were believed to be instrumental in bringing 
about the end of American involvement in the war, with the 
return of U.S. POWs less than three months later. 

The Sequestered Truth 
Author Michel, in The Eleven Days of Christmas , notes that 

SAC's own internal bombing accuracy study (in the form of 
an "after action" report) of the operation found appalling 
errors , which were presented in a 

history ... until Dana Drenkowski and SOF blew the lid off in 
his articles published in the September and November 1977 
issues of SOF, and in an article published in the July 1977 
issue of Anned Forces journal. 

Drenkowski and others dutifully flew those missions in 
spite of the poor tactics. The tactics were later changed dur­
ing the latter stages of the operation, due to unacceptably 
high losses. But there was concern that SAC was still too 
hidebound to adjust rapidly to new circumstances. There was 
fear that a new operation was in the works a month or two 
later, when it seemed as if Hanoi was delaying the release of 
prisoners. Drenkowski was asked to raise the issue of tactics 
with SAC general officers on behalf of himself and several 
commanders in the Tactical Air Forces (the fighter forces in 
Vietnam were under Pacific Air Command, but all considered 
themselves to be Tactical Air Command fighter command 
officers) , hoping to change those strategies and tactics for 
future air operations. 

His Air Force career was ruined as a result. His Officer 
Efficiency Rating report for the period of the Linebacker 
raids was recalled, then illegally altered and downgraded -
the kiss of death to a career officer. A recommendation for 
the Silver Star for his heroism during the Linebacker raids 
was reduced to a lesser medal. A prestigious award for supe­
rior airmanship in saving a flight of three F-4s on takeoff was 

briefing to 20 general officers from 
SAC. As Michel reports, "[s]hortly 
after that briefing was presented, 
all the copies were destroyed" 
[emphasis added]. When congres­
sional staffers asked for the results 
of the study, an unnamed SAC 
staffer said, "we managed to mud­
dle the issue so much that we 
never had to give an answer." A 
tactics analysis was also complet­
ed by SAC, which again pointed 

This was an inc e DlJUS ce 
to a man with the courage to tell 

mysteriously lost. He was trans­
ferred from a prestigious flying 
assignment, which was initially 
given in recognition of his flying 
skills and long combat experience. 
However, his issues and sugges­
tions for better tactics were later 
proven right. He was forced out of 
the Air Force by a permanent pro­
motion passsover (one of the first 
times this method was used to get 
rid of a Regular Academy officer), 

the truth, done deliberately to 
protect the reputations of certain 
general officers, who could have 
retired with their pensions intact 

regardless of their errors. 

out the mistakes alleged later by 
Drenkowski, and this analysis as well disappeared, 
never to be seen again. 

SAC-sponsored articles published in official Air 
Force magazines and later in the prestigious Armed 
Forces journal extolled SAC's planning and the exe­
cution of Linebacker II, while it covered its errors 
even from Congressional review, from 1972 
through 1977. According to Michel's book, 
Admiral Thomas Moorer, Chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs during the Linebacker II raids, proudly dis­
played to the Senate Armed Services Committee 
photos of Gia Lam airport which was blown out of 
operation during the raids, plus one badly dam­
aged fabrication plant. Gia Lam was actually on the 
restricted list because it was allegedly an interna­
tional civilian airport. What he did not tell the 
impressed senators and staffs was that neither the 
airport nor the fabrication plant was targeted -
the airport had been hit by a rogue aircrew tired of 
bombing restrictions, and the other was hit by mis­
take. His briefing was , of course, prepared by SAC, 
and promoted the idea that SAC's staff from 
Omaha had done a wonderful job in planning and 
executing the operation. 

Thus, SAC was successfully covering up one of 
the most incredibly poor tactical operations in its 
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and later he became familiar with 

Drenkowksi, left, with Capt. Tony Marshall at Udorn, shortly after Marshall 
returned from a POW camp. Drenkowski flew more than 200 combat missions 
in Southeast Asia and was awarded a chestful of medals, including two 
Distinguished Flying Crosses and a recommendation for a Silver Star- but the 
flow of medals, and even his flight status, were trashed when he attempted to 
question SAC's bad planning. 
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SOF's owner-editor, Robert K. Brown. Brown recommended 
that he write about his experiences and about the tactics 
used, with an eye towards correcting the errors that SAC cre­
ated, for future improvement. 

Drenkowski wrote the article, which received national pub­
licity, especially when SAC denied such tactics - and the atten­
dant losses caused by those tactics. Drenkowski had begun a 
new career as a writer and strategist/tactician at the time his 
articles came out. He intended to offer new solutions and tac­
tics in aerial warfare to the general public. He wanted to open 
debate in the Air Force on the same subjects, hoping to see a 
comprehensive strategy and tactical doctrine replace the faulty 
SAC model, which was based on pre-World War II writings. 

Instead, SAC began an intense campaign in the national 
press to denigrate Drenkowski's character personally, evad­
ing the issues he placed into national debate. 

Shooting The Messenger 
As Michel reports, "The Air Force Staff, with help from 

the SAC staff, moved quickly to destroy [Drenkowski's] 
credibility." Michel found that "numerous senior officers, 

-

the editor of Anned Forces journal to print the equivalent of 
a retraction, apologizing in print for "not checking 
Drenkowski's story out," according to Michel. 

The Air Force was also allowed to print an anonymous, 
grossly misleading "official response" in the next issue of 
Armed Forces journal, which denied such tactics were used or 
that aircrews and observers were ignored in continued oper­
ations. This was the hammer used to nail Drenkowski's cred­
ibility coffin shut. 

Soldier Of Fortune Magazine knew Drenkowski, knew his 
evidence, and made its decision to stand by him - fully 
understanding that when it came to embarrassment, SAC 
general officers would go to any end to avoid the truth. 
Drenkowski not only had maps and documents confirming 
his contentions, but also had the recordings of all of the 
"Iron Hand" anti-SAM mission tape-recordings for each of 
the nightly linebacker II raids, which were accidentally not 
classified. He was given the interviews, which he tape 
recorded, and the tapes of the missions and maps, under 
promises of confidentiality, to protect the lives and careers 
of the officers still in the Air Force. He also personally 

interviewed one of the men taking 
responsibility for some of the planning, 
and kept his promise not to reveal that 
general officer's name. He never violated 
those confidences, although they would 
have supported his contentions to the 
utmost. Those officers that Drenkowski 
protected with his silence continued 
their Air Force careers and eventually 
retired, while Drenkowski's reputation 
was destroyed and his new civilian 
career also ruined by SAC. 

Aft portion of a 8-52 bomb bay, loaded with 750-pound bombs. Originally designed to 
deliver massive atomic ordnance, the 8-52 has been successfully adapted to deliver 
new families of pinpoint ordnance. 

The editor of Anned Forces journal, 
after he published the misleading/ untrue 
SAC official response, was inundated 
with classified messages from other offi­
cers who were incensed by the SAC 
cover-up. He then "realized that he had 
been duped" by the Air Force and SAC, 
according to the Michel book. He said 
later to author Michel that the Air Force 
response was "at best disingenuous and 
probably dishonest." 

That same Anned Forces journal editor 
went to an unnamed Air Force general "at 
the highest level," according to Michel, 
and demanded to know what was true. 

including Admiral [Thomas] Moorer [Chairman of the joint 
Chiefs of Staff during Linebacker II in 1972], carried out ad 
hominem attacks on Drenkowski, and the former Eighth Air 
Force Commander, General Gerald Johnson, suggested he 
was mentally ill." This last was interesting, in light of the 
fact that Drenkowski had earned a Master's Degree in 
Counseling Psychology in his spare time while in the Air 
Force. Drenkowski never returned the personal attacks in 
kind, though he could have easily pointed out the pathology 
of certain SAC generals' individual responses to questions 
about their abilities. 

The personal attacks against Drenkowski by SAC generals 
and the Air Force continued. The national press, at first inter­
ested in the questions about how the Air Force fought the 
nation's battles, now displayed more interest in the personal 
attacks than in the tactics themselves. Adding to 
Drenkowski's woes was the fact that the Air Force convinced 

"The general admitted that the messages [confirming 
Drenkowski's contentions] were correct and the Air Force 
response [just printed in AF]] to the article was "inaccurate"! 

The Armed Forces Journal editor was convinced not to pub­
lish the truth [for reasons which are best left to him to explain] 
and according to Michel, called that decision the "biggest mis­
take he made as the editor of Anned Forces journal." 

SOF did not know of the two internal analyses/briefings, 
which were highly critical of SAC's own tactics, as well as its 
claims of bombing accuracy. It is noted that when 
Drenkowski's articles came out, as Michel reports now, at 
least 20 SAC general officers were fully aware of both the 
truth of Drenkowski's contentim:is, through those briefings 
and bombing analyses, as well as the falsity of the attacks on 
him. It is to their eternal discredit that of those 20 generals, 
supposedly the very epitome of veracity, integrity and hon­
esty in the United States Air Force, setting the example for 
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A 8-520, capable of carrying 108 500-pound and 750-pound 
bombs, sits behind revetments in U-Tapao. 8-52 crewmembers 
reported to Orenkowski that one row of nine revetments held 8UFs 
too heavily damaged by enemy fire to fly again. 

all other airman, not one stepped forward to stop the attacks 
in 1977, and not one has said anything since that date. Their 
names were not listed in the Michel book, but one may 
assume that there were many SAC generals and star officers 
in other units/services who knew what SAC had done, that 
SAC's planning from Headquarters in Omaha, Nebraska 
caused disaster throughout the operation , and that 
Drenkowski's articles were true in virtually every aspect, 
while the SAC official version was false and/or misleading. 
Certainly, those 20 who saw the bombing analysis , created a 
short time after the raids, knew beyond any doubt that what 
SAC was telling the press, public and even Congress was a lie 
when it came to discussions of accuracy and targets struck. 

Among those who refused to speak out when Drenkowski's 
Air Force career was canned and when he was later attacked 
in his civilian career, and whose positions within SAC and the 
DoD would have made it virtually impossible for them not to 
have been familiar with the specifics of the situation, include: 
General Pete Sianis, General]ohn C. Meyer, probably Admiral 
Thomas Moorer, General Gerald Johnson, General Glenn 
Martin (Vice Chief of SAC during the raids and follow-on 
reports) , Brigadier General James R. McCarthy (who was 
commander of SAC bombers on Guam and who forwarded a 
report of his own unit's analysis on SAC errors - which has 
also gone among the missing - and who later wrote what is 
now considered a flawed book acclaiming SAC staff success) , 
among others. There is no evidence that each saw the two 
SAC reports or the report generated by Brigadier General 
Maccarthy, but it would be nearly impossible for those men­
tioned not to have seen the reports, given their positions with­
in SAC and the Defense Department. We challenge any so 
named to contact us and explain why they did not provide true 
accounts when Drenhowski was systematically destroyed by the 
Air Force's official account, now known to be untrue or deliber­
ately misleading. SOF will be glad to provide them a f ornm for 
that explanation. 

This was an incredible injustice to a man with the courage 
to tell the truth, done deliberately to protect the reputations 
of certain general officers, who could have retired with their 

pensions intact regardless of their errors. Instead, those who 
told the truth were punished and the wrongdoers continued. 
Their actions and inactions regarding this subject kept tactics 
and strategies from being corrected for years, possibly at the 
cost of human lives and certainly at the risk to U.S. security 
interests around the world. 

SOF has no such problems with its conscience, having 
stood by what it knew to be the truth for the past 25 years. 

A Sacrifice That Paid Ott 
But Drenkowski's articles started the ball rolling. Within 

the Air Force, there were enough junior officers who had 
seen what really happened, and who knew something was 
very wrong with the way the Air Force went to war. Many 
read Drenkowski's articles and wanted to improve the flawed 
tactics he had exposed. Within a decade, new theories of 
strategy were presented, debated and adopted. But the "offi­
cial" versions of Linebacker II as provided by SAC remained 
the mantra for SAC throughout the changes in the '70s and 
'80s. The new up-and-coming officers realized that SAC was 
too hidebound to be changed. SAC therefore was eventually 
disbanded - formerly the largest portion of the Air Force 
and the "budget hog" for decades of that service's existence 
- and its bombers incorporated into a new Air Combat 
Command, combined with the old Tactical Air Command. 
But all knew that SAC had lost the battle and the new com­
mand was composed of the "fighter mafia" of the Air Force, 
not the SAC generals. 

The aerial operations in the Gulf War, in Kosovo, and 
again in Afghanistan are evidence of those new and highly 
effective strategies. 

SOF has long recognized Drenkowski as a completely credi­
ble officer, keeping him as its Aviation Editor for these 25 years. 
Drenkowski and SOF have now been vindicated by this late 
release of the uncensored facts. SOF is always ready to stand by 
the truth, no matter how embarrassing to certain senior officials. 
It is sad that it has taken this long for the truth to be confirmed, 
that some 20 general officers lied about or refused to speak out 
in order to cover their asses, while a courageous junior officer 
was sent down the tubes for telling the truth. 

If we are fortunate , there will always be a Dana 
Drenkowski willing to accept personal sacrifice for the sake 
of the truth. If there is, the truth will always out. 

Traitorous politicians and self-serving brass-hats , 
take note. ~ 
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].0.R. Vetldada 
SOFField Tests Tuctical Optics From Romania 

BY DAVID M. FORTIER • PHOTOS BY EMILY K. NICKERSON 

F or serious riflemen, few things are as important as 
quality optics. For the past couple of years now I've 
been using different scopes and binoculars manufac­

tured by 1.0.R. of Bucharest, Romania. Although a relative 
newcomer to the U.S. market, 1.0.R. (Industry Optic 
Romania) has been steadily making inroads among serious 
shooters here - solely through the quality of their product. 
SOF has been impressed enough that we decided to field test 
two of their tactical scopes and one of their binoculars. For 

testing we chose their 2.5-10x42 Tactical and their brand­
new 6-24x50 Tactical, and their 10x40 binocular. 

Born in 1936 in the southeastern part of Romania, 
Industry Optic Romania was the creation of three promi­
nent European corporations: Malaxa-Carp , Optique De Le 
Vollois , and Bernard-Turnne. These three companies begot 
what was to become one of the largest producers of military 
optics in the world. 

After WWII, 1.0.R. found itself trapped in the Soviet sphere 
of influence, but they maintained their close ties 
with certain German companies and in 1967 start­
ed to expand their collaboration with the giant 
German manufacturers of Pentacon, Fog-Gorlitz 
and Schneider, and they continued to produce mil­
itary optics as they had previously. In 1975 an 
increased level of collaboration with Carl Zeiss, 
Hensoldt, Leitz, and Leica began. 

Guided To The Leading Edge 
This is of particular interest to us , as these 

highly respected German optics manufacturers 
took a keen interest in 1.0.R. Carl Zeiss in par­
ticular played a key role in modernizing 1.0 .R. 
with the latest equipment and techniques. A sec­
ond plant was opened, and by 1978 1.0.R. had 
become one of the globe's largest suppliers of 
military optics. In 1989, 1.0.R. entered the fields 
of opto-electronics and thermovision. 

With only one shot and no Second Place, you need equipment you can count on. 
For the serious rifleman quality optics are a must. 

But an old name and a European address do 
not guarantee quality optics. What we wanted to 
know, was how good their optics are today and, 
more importantly, how they stack up against the 
competition - both quality of their optics, and 
their mechanical components. 
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Both Tactical scopes feature a 
30mm tube diameter and a single­
piece , milled body of 6061-T6 
MilSpec alloy. The lenses are made 
in Romania from optical glass pro­
duced in Schott, Germany. Schott 
glass is widely regarded as the 
finest optical glass in the world. 
The lenses are coated with the 
Carl Zeiss T-3 system, comprising 
fully multi-coated lenses with anti­
reflex treatment to eliminate glare 
and maximize light transmission. 
Another impressive feature is that 
the reticle is either engraved or 
photo-engraved directly onto the 
glass, depending upon the reticle 
pattern - no wire reticles to break 
here. This type of glass-manufac­
turing technology is crucial as far 
as the accuracy of tactical reticles 
intended for range-finding is con­
cerned, as it allows the manufac-

/.D.R. 's 2.5-10x42 Tactical scope features superb optics, with optical glass from Schott, 
Germany and Zeiss lens-coatings. And, they're waterproof. 

turer to follow the mil and 112-mil reticle marks to virtually 
perfect tolerances. They also incorporate a Lock Support 
System on the reticle mechanism that requires no adjust­
ment. Removing the elevation and windage caps reveals well­
designed turrets that adjust easily by finger, with positive tac­
tile and audible clicks. The top , raised edge of the turrets are 
knurled to give a good grip even with muddy or sweaty fin­

reach out and touch someone. The scope comes with a lens 
shade, as do all 1.0.R. tactical scopes, and an illuminated ret­
icle is an option. 

gers. They are well marked with 
white numbers to easily keep 
track of adjustments. 

The tubes are 0-ring sealed, 
nitrogen filled , and waterproof, 
with a matte black finish. 
Designed to operate in any condi­
tions from -50 F to + 150 F, in high 
humidity and rain, they come 
with a full lifetime warranty. Both 
scopes are available with either a 
Mil-Dot or their own MP-8 reticle. 
The 2.5xl0 is also available with 
the 7 A (duplex). 

The 2.5-10x42 Tactical has 
been the flagship of 1.0.R"s rifle­
scope line, popular among serious 
professionals who, for obvious 
reasons, have no desire to go 
above 40-42mm on their objective 
lens size. It features more than 80 
MOA of adjustment via 112-MOA 
clicks, more than enough move­
ment to shoot beyond 1,000 
meters with .308, with each full 
rotation of the turret giving 25 
MOA of adjustment. The turrets 
are well marked and allow an 
operator to keep track of full tur­
ret rotations. The ocular features 
a European-style fast-focus 
diopter. Magnification runs from 
a wide 2.5x, which is excellent for 
those close shots at movers , to 
lOx that allows you to really 

Impressive Tests 
I have used this particular model of scope extensively over 

the past year and have been impressed. Image is crystal-clear 

1.0.R. Bucuresti 2.5-10x42 Tactical Rifle Scope 
SPEClflCA TIBNS 

Magnification: 
Objective Size: 

Field ofView (at 100 yds.): 
Exit Pupil: 
Eye Relief: 

Dioptrical Adjustment: 
Reticle's Total Adjustment: 

Click Value: 
Tube Diameter: 

Length: 
Weight: 

Price: 

Magnification: 
Objective Size: 

Field of View (at I 00 yds. ): 
Exit Pupil: 
Eye Relief: 

Dioptrical Adjustments: 
Reticle's Total Adjustment: 

Click Value: 
Tube Diameter: 

Length: 
Weight: 

Price: 

2.5-IOx 
42 mm 
34ft-l l.9ft 
16.8-4.2 mm 
3.5 inches 
-4 to +4 dpt. 
83 Minutes of Angle 
1/2 MOA 
30mm 
13.75 inches 
17 oz 
MP-8 $699 
MP-8 Illuminated $750 

6-24x 
50 mm 
I 6.7-5.8ft. 
8.2-2.lmm 
3 5/8 inches 

· -4 to +4 dpt 
50 Minutes of Angle 
114 MOA 
30mm 
16 inches 
27.5 oz 
$949 

to the very edge. Resolution, 
brightness, and contrast are excel­
lent. Color is quite neutral, and 
superb clarity accompanies the 
fantastic resolution and contrast. 
Not even Schmidt and. Bender, at 
twice the price, can match this 
scope's image quality. But there is 
much more to a rifle scope than 
nice glass, so we mounted it on 
first a Remington 700 PSS and 
then a Steyr SBS Tactical. For 
ruggedness, the 1.0.R. receives 
high marks, as due to its Eastern 
European heritage it's built tough. 
At the range we "boxed" the 
scope, and the adjustments were 
perfect, even putting a ruler on 
them. Shooting at 100, 300, and 
600 yards the adjustments proved 
consistent and reliable. This par­
ticular scope saw a lot of use -
several thousand rounds of .308 
and .223 Match, one rifle school, 
and carrying in the field - yet it 
performed flawlessly. During low­
light testing it proved extremely 
bright and bested a fixed-power 
Kahles 10x42 Tactical I compared 
it to for brightness and resolu­
tion. For operators not facing an 
opponent with NVDs, the option­
al illuminated reticle is a great 
feature that works well. This is a 
superb scope. 
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Industry Optico Romania has been building military-grade optics since 1936. New to the 
United States, they otter a wide variety of tactical and hunting riflescopes, binoculars, rings, 
and bases. Shown from top to bottom, 10x40 binocular, 2.5-10x42 Tactical scope with 
Allison Tool Pathfinder Ballistic Chart mounted, 6-24x50 Tactical, Pocket Mil Rangetinder. 

LO.R's 6-24x50 Tactical is a brand­
new addition to their line, and incorpo­
rates a lot of user feedback. Tough as a 
brick, this scope introduces three new 
features to the I.O.R. line: a side paral­
lax adjustment knob , 1/2-MOA adjust­
ments, and a completely new ocular 
design they claim offers a 25% wider 
FOV than any competitor. Having the 
parallax adjustment on the side of the 
mechanism block has the threefold 
effect of reducing weight, length , and 
size of the scope. It also allows an oper­
ator to easily adjust for parallax, not 
just focus, while observing his target 
through his scope. The 1/2-MOA 
adjustments will make most U.S. shoot­
ers happy, although for fieldwork I pre­
fer 1/2-MOA clicks. The new ocular 
design of this scope is one of its best 
features. Extremely rugged , it does 
indeed offer a huge FOV Optically, this 
scope is as good as the 2.5-10x42 in 
every way except color rendition. I 
noticed a slight hint of yellow, but it 
was minor and the image is crystal­
clear to the very edge. Resolution, 
brightness, and contrast are excellent. 

As this was a brand-new addition to 
their line, I did not get a chance to give 
it as much field time as the 2.5-10x42, 
but preliminary test results have been 
excellent. Eye-relief is generous at 3-
5/8". Mounted on a Remington 700 PSS, 
adjustments proved consistent, precise, 
and repeatable. Total adjustment avail­
able is 50 MOA. This scope, like the 2.5-
10x42, also easily passed being boxed. 
While it's a long scope at 16" and most 

operators require neither a 50mm objec­
tive nor this much magnification, for 
those who do, this is an awesome scope. 
For operators who need this much mag­
nification to visually identify a specific 
individual before malling a shot, such as 
in a terrorist situation where a terrorist 
may have exchanged clothes with a 
hostage, this is a fantastic piece of glass 
with excellent low-light capabilities and 
a huge FOV 

Our hnal verdict is extremely posi­
tive. Since 1.0.R. arrived in the U.S. 
marketplace I have watched them go 
through rapid changes in their rifle­
scope line to meet the needs of the U.S. 
shooter. Their 2.5-10x42 is an excellent 
scope that possesses handsome good 
looks, precise adjustments, and superb 
optics. Their new 6-24x50 is an impres­
sive scope that clearly incorporates 
feedback from serious riflemen. For 
top-quality optics without the German 
sticker-shock I suggest tailing a look at 
what 1.0.R. has to offer. ~ 

1.0.R. Valdada 
970-879-2983 

www.valdada.com 

Allison Tool 
303-355-5356 

(Pathfinder Scope-Mounted Ballistic Chart) 

DSA line. 
847-277-7258 

www.dsarms.com 
(SASS FAL Rifies) 

www.sofmag.com · SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ JANUARY 2003 



......................................... ~ 

!~!.~~,fill~] 
IF YOU SEE ME 
RUNNING ... YOU 
BETTER CATCH UP! 

CHRISTIAN 
AMERICAN 
HET~ROSEXUAL 

PllO~GUN 
CONSERVATIVE 

A ... ,Q,..M.; • ..,) ' 

~[CJ 
~ 

(A l.011g, l.011g, Long 
Time Ago) 

All shirts ore of the Highest Quality Avoiloble 100% Pre·s~runk Cotton 
Ony 20 Shirts Are Available in ><><XXL• Indicated Near Design 

USA-Allow 8-JO Working Days for Delivery 

Ill Please Print CLEARLY or Type 
Name __________________ _,__. 

I OBlY 
Do wrtat 

The Vorces 
111 MY 

Head Tell 
ME! 

: For USA Only 
1 SHIPPING & HANDLING 
i CHARGES 
I 

1 ltem- $5.00 5 ltems-$9.00 
2 Items ·$6.00 6 ltems-$10.00 
3 Items·$ 7.00 7 ltems-$11.00 
4 Items ·$8.00 8 Items · $12.00 

9 Items & Up-FREE Shipping 

Over Seas Freight Will Be Added at Time of Shipment 

Item Name and No# Size Qty Price Total 

Addre. s ------------------t 
1--------------+--f---f----t-----f 

City/State/Zip -------------~-i------------+---l--~--il-----1 
Phone #( ) --------------'J------------l----+--l--+----1 

E-Mail Addre ·s -:-::::::;:::;-=:-;.:-;1,=:.:-::-::::::;:;;::::-::;;;;;-:::;:-;:::;;:--1------------+--4--.l---t--~ We ccd this so we can contact you ff there is a problem with your order 

Credit Card # ----------------1-------------l--r---t---+----1 
Signature Exp. Date----t--------------+---+---+---t----t 

CHECKS •CREDIT CARD • MONEY ORDER• 100% GUARA 'TEI<: 
Ad.ult 1'v2:-L-:xL $16.95 

add $3 forXXI.... add. $ 6 for ~ 
Add $9 for XXXXL• Onl) Availublc in 20 Shirts Check our 'Web Site 

Place your Order with this form Shipping & H•ndling 1-----1 

and receive a free SOF Lapel Pin Total 

"W"W"W.sqs;lsales.co1~ 
SOG SALES • 435 FM 1 092 Bldg. 1, PMB 167 • Stafford, Texas 77477 



WINDRUNNER™ 
TRUE SUB M.0.A. 

ENGAGE LONG DISTANCE TARGETS WITH CONFIDENCE. 

CONCEAL AND SNEAK TO PREVIOUSLY UNOBTAINABLE POSITIONS. 

DEPLOY IN 30 SECONDS. 

EDM ARMS. PROUDLY OFFERS THE 

ULTIMATE SNIPER RIFLE IN 3 CALIBERS. 

.50 CAL BMG 

.408 CHEYTEC 

.338 lAPUA 
DISASS EMBLED VIEW 

T RUE TAKEDOWN CAPABILITY (30 SECONDS) 

CALL TOLL FREE l-877-884-4EDM 
www.edmarms.com 

The .50 Cal man, Inc. Exclusive distributors for 

EDMARMS 
MADE IN THE U.S.A 

Colombia, Part 2 
Continued from page 25 

August [2001]," FARC has not given up 
the intention to utilize mobile warfare 
when circumstances seem propitious. 

To the contrary, the parameters of its 
present actions can more convincingly 
be read as the standard reactions of an 
operationally "Maoist" movement which 
has experienced a momentary setback in 
a mobile-warfare action. Hence it has set 
out to regroup while its terror and guer­
rilla actions , which have never paused, 
are not only continued but intensified to 
create breathing space. 

That such rebuilding for yet another 
round of mobile warfare must occur 
stems from the "people's war" approach 
being utilized. Facets of the whole , 
such as intensifying urban or political 
activity, do not detract from the 
approach but, rather, contribute to it. 

Whatever its temporary setbacks, 
FARC remains convinced that, strategi­
cally and operationally, it has the initia­
tive. Strategically, though it may have suf­
fered irreparable damage to its reputation 
- internationally and nationally - no 
element of its combat power was depen­
dent upon this variable. Operationally, its 
domination of rnral space to isolate the 
urban areas continues apace, tactical set­
backs notwithstanding. 

Urban action will serve to facilitate 
this effort. As to the tactical arena, an 
intense battle is being waged in all 
areas between local operations ofFARC 
and the responses conducted by the 
armed forces (mainly COLAR) , police, 
and intelligence services. These FARC 
local actions consist of myriad organi­
zational, logistical and fund-raising 
activities, and minor combat actions 
(such as assassinations and setting up 
roadblocks) carried out by small groups 
operating, it appears , autonomously. 

Command and control (C&C) 
arrangements , between these local 
FARC manifestations and the more 
organized Bloque/Front structure, which 
incorporates the main force units, are 
unclear. Certainly enhancement of such 
C&C offers the potential for furthering 
precisely the strategic and operational 
designs outlined above. 

Adding new weapons and tactics to 
the mix would strengthen such an 
effort. Already, in some respects , this is 
happening. Illustrations are the use of 
booby-trapped explosives, thus to deci­
mate the limited corps of explosives 
specialists in the Colombian security 
forces , and the more imaginative uti-
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lization of mines, both as to types and 
use-particulars. 

Simultaneously, the enhanced local 
operations presently going on are 
being exploited to increase FARC 
recrmtmg among young people. 
Though FARC has been unable to 
break out of the youth stratum in its 
recruiting effort, Colombian demo­
graphics render this fact irrelevant. 
FARC's myriad local bodies have 
access to a virtually inexhaustible pool 
of marginalized youths, of both gen­
ders , and have utilized, to recruit 
them, all the methodologies we associ­
ate with urban youth gangs in the U.S. 

While ideology, predictably, plays 
little if any role at this level of the con­
flict, the manpower of the main force 
units, has been subject to an intensified 
indoctrination regime. 

FARC sees this recruiting, going 
hand-in-hand with the other operational 
elements outlined above, as the key to 
countering any altered approach by the 
state. To safeguard both its local activi­
ties and its access to resources, it has 
moved aggressively to counter inroads 
made by then independent, anti-guerril­
la paramilitary groups, autodefensas. 
These, evidence indicates, are seen by 
FARC as the main threat to its plans -
and even existence. 

This is because only the so-called 
"paras" dominate human terrain and 
maintain long-term presence. Further, 
they destroy those inroads the insur­
gents are able to make within the popu­
lation, their local-support structure. 

The security forces understand that 
their inability to maintain presence is a 
critical weakness in any counterinsur­
gency scheme. Their present approach 
of dominating the mobility corridors 
and eliminating the base areas, while 
attacking FARC's drug-production facili­
ties and fields directly, was their effort to 
compensate (see SOF, December 2001). 

Though there is the expected resis­
tance in some quarters of the security 
forces to "arming the people," there is 
general awareness that dramatically 
increasing the size of the security 
forces alone will not be sufficient for 
domination of human terrain. But if 
such reinforcement were augmented by 
a local-force structure, it could be 
expected to have such an effect. 
Ultimately, therefore, Colombian "peo­
ple's war" will take the field and sweep 
FARC before it. 

Dr. Tom Marhs is a West Point grad 
and an auth01ity on Colombia's worsen­
ing insurgency. ~ 
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Command Guidance 
Continued from page 6 

bers have a veto in the Security 
Council; the favored members include 
France but not Japan or India. For that 
matter, the permanent members are not 
so permanent, with the definition of 
China changing at the convenience of 
"world opinion." 

Now, how many of ·these govern­
ments can claim the consent of their 
governed? In its latest annual exercise, 
Freedom House judged the state of 
freedom of 192 countries for 2001-
2002. Of these 85, with some 41 % of 
the world's population, were "free," 
enjoying political rights and civil liber­
ties. Another 59, with 24% of the 
world's population, were "partly free," 
with significant but abridged rights -
in particular one-party political sys-

53-member Commission on Human 
Rights. It was voted off last year by 
opposition from the tyrannies and per­
fidy by the Europeans. Other commis­
sion members include such paragons of 
human rights as Cuba, Libya, Saudi 
Arabia, Sudan, Syria, Vietnam and 
Zimbabwe. The agenda concerns much 
mischief over Israel, as well as efforts 
to revoke consultative status of 
Freedom House. 

• Consider: In President Bush's 
U.N. speech in September, he said the 
U.S. is willing to return to the U.N. 
Educational, Scientific and Cultural 
Organization. It withdrew from 
UNESCO in 1985 after Congress sent 
its General Accounting Office to con­
firm that director Amadou Mahtar 
M'Bow had created a fiefdom with­
out a trace of accountability, finan­
cial or otherwise. 

The United Nations is what you 
get when you have this melange send 

representatives, confine them in a 
hothouse on the East River, stir briskly, 

and tell them to go forth to solve 
the great issues of the world. 

terns. The remaining 48 countries, or 
35% of the world's people, were "not 
free," with no consent of the governed 
or respect for the individual. 

The United Nations is what you get 
when you have this melange send rep­
resentatives, confine them in a hot­
house on the East River, stir briskly, 
and tell them to go forth to solve the 
great issues of the world. In the politi­
cal pushing and shoving, too, some 
nations follow Marquess of 
Queensbury rules and others do not. 
Left to its own devices, the cacophony 
produces a contorted consensus. 

• Consider: While Freedom House 
counts 192 nations, the U.N. counts 
191. The pariah is a nation rated free, 
indeed a nation of 23 million souls and 
the world's 17th largest economy. 
Namely, of course, Taiwan, which has 
been blocked from U.N. membership 
every year for 10 years now. China, 
rated not free, has managed to impose 
its view; its foreign minister pro­
claimed "all acts aimed at the indepen­
dence of Taiwan are doomed to fail. " 

• Consider: The United States has 
just been readmitted to the U.N.'s 

• Consider: Secretary-General Kofi 
Anann thought it was a great victory 
when Saddam Hussein offered to talk 
about letting U.N. inspectors back into 
Iraq on the same terms that didn't 
work the last time. The important 
thing is not whether or not the inspec­
tions succeed in curbing weapons of 
mass destruction, that is, but whether 
they come under U.N. auspices. 
President Bush tolled off all of the res­
olutions the U.N. Security Council 
passed in its better moments, resolu­
tions that Saddam Hussein has system­
atically violated these last 10 years. 
The U.N. now faces "a difficult and 
defining moment," as the President put 
it, in progress toward its promise. lf it 
fails, it has no reason in justice or 
morality to claim deference from a gov­
ernment that has for two centuries 
now pursued Jefferson's principles. 

M1: Bartley is editor of The Wall 
Street Journal. His column appears 
Mondays in the Journal and on 
Opinion]oumal.com. 

Reprinted with permission of The 
Wall Street Journal © 2000, Dow Jones 
& Company, Inc. A ll rights reserved. ~ 
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Gull War, The Sequel 
Continued from page 41 

providing detailed target information to 
opposing forces can erode the element of 
surprise, and create new challenges to 
war planners. But SOF has been assured 
that Saddam is going to be in for a big 
surprise soon. He won't see waves of 
coalition aircraft coming at him. Instead, 
his radar screens will not see B-2 Stealth 
bombers penetrate Iraqi airspace and 
drop satellite-guided 2,000-pound 
bombs on his command and control cen­
ters, nor will he see F-117 Stealth fight­
ers drop carbon filament cluster muni­
tions that will short out his power grids. 
The first hint he has a problem will 
come when his radar screens fade to 
black, and the lights in Baghdad go out. 
Then it will be too late. The "Mother Of 
All Battles" will have begun. 

When the balloon bursts in 
Baghdad, it will be almost impossible 
for Iraqi units in the north and south to 
respond to the crisis in the capital. 

The Iraqi Army's 1st and 5th Corps 
have the Kurds breathing down their 
necks in northern Iraq, and they are 
looking for an excuse to take revenge for 
what Saddam has done to them over the 
years. The Northern Corps of the better­
equipped Republican Guard is also gar­
risoned in that area, but its primary 
responsibility is to protect the outer 
reaches of Baghdad. Cut-off their ingress 
routes with U.S. airmobile units and 
they're dead meat. 

The army's 2nd Corps is based in 
Deyala, northeast of Baghdad. This unit 
faces Iran and is staring at Shi'ite rebels 
who operate in the region. 

The 3rd and 4th Corps are based 
southeast of Baghdad, and are facing 
U.S. forces in Kuwait. The Republican 
Guard's Southern Corps is also spread 
around this region. But if the Gulf War 
is any indicator, the 3rd and 4th Corps 
are going to be left holding the bag, 
again. The Republican Guard has a bad 
record of cutting and running at the 
first sign of trouble. 

That leaves Baghdad which is protect­
ed by the three Republican Guard 
armored divisions, one at Al Taji, anoth­
er in the southern suburbs, and a third 
division at Karbala on the western side of 
Baghdad. But it's hard to say how many 
troops would be available to defend a 
city that is about one-third the size of Los 
Angeles, some 170 square miles. 

The number of troops and tanks that 
Iraq has may not matter if the United 
States adopts a strategy of bypassing 

them, and driving straight to Baghdad. 
GlobalSecmity's john Pike believes 

the numbers will also be academic if 
Saddam sucks U.S. forces into brutal 
house-by-house fighting like the 
Germans faced more than a half-centu­
ry ago in the streets of Stalingrad. Pike 
sees no chance of Delta Force, Special 
Forces and U.S. Army Rangers hot-rop­
ing from assault helicopters into down­
town Baghdad like they did in 
Mogadishu. Somali street-fighters shot 
down two Black Hawk helicopters with 
rocket-propelled grenades, a poor man's 
version of AAA. 

Pike says Baghdad's anti-aircraft­
artillery defenses have been beefed up 
since the opening night of Desert Storm 
to the point it would be suicidal to 
enter the city in a helicopter. 

There would be such a 'Triple-A" 
bubble over Baghdad, Pike assumes all 
the U.S. could do is declare a "No-Fly 
Zone" over Baghdad. 

"But the wild card is when the 18th 
Airborne Corps gets to the west side of 
Baghdad, does the regime collapse, or do 
they have to take it one house at a time, 
and there you're not so much worried 
about Republican Guard armor as you 
are about four brigades of fanatics with 
RPGs and AK-4 7s," said Pike who thinks 
Saddam's strategy will be to force the 
United States into costly urban combat 
where the U.S. will be forced to accept 
extremely high casualties which the 
folks back home won't like, or inflicting 
very high casualties on Iraqi civilians 
which the rest of tl1e world won't like. 

General Fawzi sees no need to spill 
American blood in the streets of 
Baghdad. If Saddam Hussein acts like 
the rat he is, and goes underground 
when the first bombs hit Baghdad, 
Fawzi says Saddam will only command 
the bunker in which he's hiding. 

Air Force Colonel john Warden, the 
officer who choreographed the air· cam­
paign against Iraq in 1991 agrees. "The 
first waves of strike aircraft are going to 
take out the communications network, 
essentially isolating Saddam Hussein," 
said Warden who now heads a consult­
ing firm in Montgomery, Alabama. 

"Once the U.S. declares it has 
installed a new government in Iraq, the 
civilian population of Baghdad, some 
5.6 million people, will change sides 
very quickly, and so will the rest of 
Iraq," predicted Fawzi. 

Clearly, the sand in Saddam Hussein's 
hourglass is dow11 to a few grains. 

Dale B. Cooper is a longtime contrib­
utor to SOE ~ 
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The Green Berets Jlt 50 
Continued from page 34 

entire 10 years. I would lay it on a 
Congress which pulled out U.S. troops, 
and then pulled the plug on supplies, 
dooming the South Vietnamese, who 
were actually doing pretty well on their 
own by then. 

There is a tendency in those who 
want to log Vietnam as a defeat to look 
at it in a vacuum, but it did not exist in 
a vacuum. There were 16 Communist­
sponsored, Soviet-inspired insurgen­
cies going on at the same time, and 
most of them were successfully won, 
dissolved, or defused by guess who. 

I once said to retired Lieutenant 
Colonel "Pappy" Shelton, the man 
whose team trained the Bolivian 
Rangers who got Che Guevara, that a 
triumph like that must have done won­
ders for his career. He laughed and 
said, "If it hadn't been my last assign­
ment before retirement I never would 
have had the guts to do what I had to do 
to succeed at it." 

Desert One 
Under Kennedy's sponsorship SF 

had grown to six active- duty Groups, 

two reserve and two National Guard. 
After Vietnam this force was drastically 
reduced. The usual attempt to get rid of 
SF was made and, as usual, it failed. 
Then came Desert One. 

When the Shah of Iran was over­
thrown, by the forces of the Ayatollah 
Khomeini in 1979, the U.S. Embassy in 
Tehran was seized and embassy per­
sonnel held hostage. When all diplo­
matic means failed the Defense 
Department proposed to get them out 
by commando raid. The raiders were 
Delta Force, but Delta had no organic 
transportation. The Pentagon decided 
to share the wealth; Air Force trans­
ports were to be used, and Marine heli­
copters. None of these people had 
worked together before, and they didn't 
have much time to prepare now. 

The Air Force was to link the raiders 
with their Marine choppers in the 
deser.t. The choppers formed ice on a 
long over-water flight going in. 
Mechanical problems resulted and they 
wound up with one less flyable chop­
per than was needed to pull-off the mis­
sion. Colonel Charley Beckwith, the 
ground commander, decided to abort. 
On exfil, a Marine Sea Stallion heli­
copter collided with a USAF C-130. 
Eight men were killed. 

The hostages, finally, were freed 
when President Carter departed and 
the Reagan administration came in. 

USSDCDM 
The hero of this part of the story is 

Major General (Ret.) John K. Singlaub, 
who had destroyed his own career 
when he said publicly that Carter's 
decision to remove U.S. Forces from 
Korea would inevitably lead to a sec­
ond Korean War. Congress saved the 
forces in Korea, but that and a couple 
of other attacks of "hoof-in-mouth" dis­
ease, had forced Singlaub's retirement. 

Having studied both French and 
Japanese at UCLA and being a para­
trooper he had joined the 0.5.S. as a 
first lieutenant. In World War II he was 
a Jed, then went to China to train guer­
rillas. Most of his career was spent sec­
onded to CIA. 

In Korea he commanded the CIA 
headquarters that oversaw UNPIK. In 
Vietnam, he commanded SOG. From 
first lieutenant to major general he had 
scarcely, in his adult life, spoken to any­
one who didn't have a Top Secret secu­
rity clearance. A couple of "off-the­
record" comments in South Korea to 
reporters who didn't respect his confi­
dence were enough to end his career. 

President George Bush Jr. is percieved by many to be leading a sort of Empire. Craig B Hulet, the 
former Special Assistant to Congressman Jack Metcalf (ret.) and periodically a consultant to 
Federal Law Enforcement; takes a closer look at these arguments. What is this Empire's basic 
ideology? Corporatism? In whose interests is Bush pursuing? Afghanistan and Iraq the first 

blows struck for Empire? Does Ralph Nader aid & abet the appetite of monopoly corporations? 

72 

This book is dedicated to those who serve in combat and 
want to know why they are going to war yet again? 

"Craig Hulet has been an invaluable advisor. 

Whether the issue is MAI, GATT, NAFTA, 
or the more general question of the growing 
power of transnational corporations over 
our institutions and everyday lives, Mr. Hulet 
provides a heavily researched, coldly logical 
analysis where others too often delve with 
emotion, biases, and disinformation. His 
work should be widely disseminated. His 
conclusions should be carefully considered." 

--Congressman Jack Metcalf (Ret.) 
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Harvard Law School graduate, retired U.S. 
Army Reserve Colonel and SOF's former 
Director of Special Projects Alexander M. S. 
McColl, pictured during 1968 while a 
District Senior Advisor, Don Xuan District, 
Phu Yen Province, South Vietnam. 

But in the Pentagon he was regarded 
as little less than a saint. 

The Reagan Defense Department was 
looking for a way to ensure that there 
would never be another Desert One. 

And in his kit, Gen. jack Singlaub 
had a plan he had been nurturing for 
decades which the Reagan administra­
tion eventually bought pretty much 
lock, stock and barrel. They called it 
the U.S. Special Operations Command. 
No more jackleg support arrangements. 
Now SF had the 160th SOAR. It had the 
Air Force's 1st SOW, all dedicated elite 
special operations units. It was a whole 
new world! 

The proof of that particular pudding 
came in Desert Storm when the Special 
Forces trained two brigades of 
Kuwaitis for the invasion. Delta took 
out SCUD launchers galore. Fifth and 
Third Groups put surveillance hide 
sites deep into Iraq that sent back valu­
able real-time intelligence on Iraqi 
movements and soil conditions ; impor­
tant info when you're running 60-ton 
tanks across it. 

One measure of how valuable this 
info was is that an awful lot of the intel 
the hide site teams were given before 
they went in turned out to be wrong. 
Places that were supposed to be unin­
habited were crawling with people, 
tents , barking dogs . Guys who were 
supposed to be alone in the desert 
were creeping through villages of tents, 
at night, popping yapping dogs with 
silenced .22s, checking-out the scene 
on their NODs, looking for a clear 
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place to dig in and hide. 
A couple of those teams had to shoot 

their way out on exfil, in the best 
Vietnam tradition. 

But the most important thing 
Special Forces did, unheralded and 
unknown to the general public, was to 
hold the entire coalition together, liter­
ally. That coalition was made of 
Americans, Brits, Saudis, Kuwaitis, 
Syrians, and others. The Arab coalition 
countries spoke different dialects, their 
radios wouldn't net. And frequently, 
they didn't like each other. 

But they all, including the American 
forces, had SF teams attached. Their 
radios did net, and they did speak the 
same language. They coordinated the 
attack and without them that unmiti­
gated triumph would have been a night­
mare of friendly fire casualties. 

Yet, in the beginning, Schwartzkopf 
didn't want them. 

The K·Men 
You think being a Green Beret is 

cool? It is. Being an ex-Green Beret is 
way cooler. All those great skills, and 
the opportunities to mold your very 
own foreign policy. 

Consider Dick Meadows using a 
Canadian passport to get into Iran to 

74 

recon for Desert One, then going to 
Colombia with a team to se.t up the 
entire drug war program there. 

Or, consider former Vietnam A-team 
commander and retired reserve Lt. Col. 
Bob Brown and his whacko notion that 
the world was ready for a trade journal 
for mercenaries. What he has actually 
produced, in my view, is the Squad 
leader's Intelligence Agency. If you 
want to know why a war is being 
fought, read the New Yorlz Times. If you 
want to know how, and by whom, read 
Soldier Of Fortune. 

Check-out the authors with Special 
Forces backgrounds or connections: 
myself, John Mullins, Jim Prewitt, Jim 
Mitchell, Don Bendell, Gordon 
Rottman, Dave Maurer, Bob Mayer, H. 
lee Barnes, George Dooley, Mike 
Williams and the honoraries like fight­
er pilot Mark Berent, WE.B. Griffin, 
and Pappy Hicks. Calling Pappy Hicks 
an honorary Green Beret is like calling 
Chuck Yaegar an honorary astronaut. 

These and other authors are as real 
as a heart attack, like Bucky Burruss, 
or Charley Beckwith, who wrote Delta 
Force. 

At one time, there were two authors 
on the same reserve A-team; Mark 
Harrell was the CO and Chuck Sasser 

was the team sergeant. 
Barry Sadler's Ballad of the Green 

Berets topped the Beatles and the 
Stones to be the top-selling record of 
1966. 

In other venues , former deputy 
director of the FBI, Jules Bonavolonta, 
was one of the original four Mike Force 
commanders; Gary Rohen ran recons 
for SOG and now commands the 
National Emergency Response Task 
Force for the FBI. 

Ken Kelsch has been director of pho­
tography for 10 or 12 major feature 
films. 

Richard Carmona, an A-team medic 
in Vietnam, is now Surgeon General of 
the United States. 

All of the above, and numerous 
others , had their chance, and Special 
Forces achieved its storied legacy, 
because Aaron Bank went to 
Germany during that long-ago sum­
mer of 1939. 

Jim Morris served three tours with 
Special Forces in Vietnam and has cov­
ered eight wars for SOF. His Vietnam 
memoir, War Story, is available in hard­
cover and paperback. His story collec­
tion, Fighting Men, will be reissued by 
St. Martin's Press. ~ 
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Familiarity 
Breeds Control 
BY ..JOHN S. FARNAM 

Several years ago , while I was 
attending The U.S. Army 
Command and General Staff 

College, at Ft. Leavenworth, Kan. , I 
submitted a paper entitled, "Living 
With Guns." In it, I describe some of 
my unpleasant experiences as an 
infantry second lieutenant platoon 
commander in Vietnam in 1968. I 
observed that, during that conflict, 
although we all had been (at great 
expense) thoroughly trained to operate 
various weapons systems, nobody ever 
taught us how to live with them. 

I submitted that individual soldiers 
need experiences in training that pre­
pared them not only to operate, but to 
actually live with loaded weapons dur­
ing prolong~d periods of intermittent 
(and sometimes continuous) fighting. 
One might argue that such training is 
dangerous, but without it I contended, 
our soldiers would accidentally shoot 
themselves and each other with dis­
tressing frequency the moment they 
entered a ba~tle zone. 

My main concern was in the area of 
small arms; because I had personally 
observed so many cases of careless gun­
handling and storage, several of which 
resulted in unintentional discharges. In 
the Vietnam War, there was no shortage 
of incidents where an unintentional 
discharge caused a serious injury or a 
death to one of our own people. 
However, despite the fact that such cat­
astrophes were scandalously common, 
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they usually elicited little more than a 
sarcastic chuckle (or a yawn) from bat­
talion-level brass. They seemed to 
write-off such episodes as "inevitable." 
They would remark, "These people 
have been trained in safe gun- handling. 
It shouldn't happen." 

But, it kept happening, and it struck 
me that sterile, abstract "training" in 
"safe gun-handling" did not suffice to 
prevent it. 

In Stateside training, individual sol­
diers were never given experiences that 
prepared them in any way for a situa­
tion where they would have a loaded 
and ready-to-fire rifle and/or pistol with 
them constantly. It was not enough, I 
reasoned, to train people how to oper­
ate small arms, then hysterically snatch 
the guns away from them and lock 
them up in a vault. 

In training for example, we never 
actually carried loaded weapons. We 
handled them, but they were alway s 
empty except on those rare occasions 
where we actually fired live ammunition 
on a range. But, even when they were 
fired, the circumstances were artificial, 
sterile, and the only thing the "trainers" 
ever seemed to think about was prevent­
ing injuries on the range (they didn't 
give a damn if you got hurt, just so long 
as it didn't happen on their range). 

Real World Different 
In combat, however, we not only car­

ried loaded firearms, but we slept with 
them, ate with them, went to the head 
with them, flew on aircraft with them, 
etc. The weapon was your constant 
companion, and it was always loaded 
and ready to fire. All that, we had to 
learn on the fly. It was never even men­
tioned during our "training. " We 
learned, the hard way, that is does not 
suffice merely to train people how to 
operate guns. We have to make them 
into gunmen, not just gun operators, 
but gunmen! 

Anyway, if you're familiar with the 
USMC and Army bureaucracy, you can 
imagine how far my ideas got. Even 
today, this issue has still not been 
addressed in any meaningful way. 
Soldiers are still instructed to be, on 
rare occasions, warriors - and sheep 
the rest of the time. 

As a private defensive firearms 
training contractor, I now have the 
opportunity to work with military, 
civilian, and police personnel alike. 
Unfortunately, I see the same problem 
no matter which sector I work with. 
There are still unintenti( .ial discharges 
everywhere you find people carrying 
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and attempting to live with guns. 
It does not, however, have to happen 

to you! 
If you are going to carry a gun con­

cealed about your person or keep one 
in your home or vehicle, you will be 
handling it often, probably daily. If 
you learn to handle and live with guns 
safely from the beginning, the 
appalling consequences of uninten­
tional discharges will not touch you or 
your family. 

Modern, reputable firearms have 
many built-in safety features, some of 
which you will probably never even be 
aware. They are as "safe" as it is possi­
ble to make firearms, and still have 
them functional as emergency safety 
equipment. But, they are just machines, 
and if they were designed so that they 
would never discharge, the manufactur­
ers would soon find themselves in an 
"excess inventory" situation! 

Modern defensive firearms are 
designed for one purpose: to launch bul­
lets. And once launched, the projectile 
cannot be called back. We don't learn 
how to live with guns by trial and error. 

Learn Zero-Tolerance Safety 
Your first mistake may be your last. 

Your first accident is the one that must be 
prevented. No firearm comes equipped 
with a brain. No gun is capable of rea­
son, judgment, restraint, or regret. No 
gun is capable of discharging on its 
own volition. Contrary to popular 
media misinformation, they don't "go 
off by themselves." All firearms require 
a human operator. 

The memorization of a laundry list of 
"safety rules" is no substitute for pres­
ence of mind and common sense. 
However, there are two maxims that must 
be learned and observed at all times: 

(1) The muzzle of the weapon must not 
be allowed to point in an unsafe 
direction; 

(2) The trigger-finger must be kept in 
the register position (out of con­
tact with the trigger and out of the 
trigger guard) until/unless the 
sights are on-target and it is 
intended for the weapon's hammer 
to fall immediately. 

If the muzzle of the weapon you are 
in control of inadvertently points at 
someone you do not intend to shoot, 
you are guilty of gross negligence, the 
kind of negligence you are unlikely to 
ever be forgiven for. The excuse, "Oh, 
don't worry, it's not loaded" will in no 
way lessen the contempt in which you 

will, and should, be held. It's something 
you must not allow to happen. 

A self-defense firearm kept in the 
home should not be used as a casual 
conversation piece or for showing-off, 
nor should it be part of a scene where 
drinking is involved. The weapon is 
neither a toy nor a random home fur­
nishing. Rather, it is a deadly serious 
tool, designed to protect your life. It is 
not an object of fear, but it should be 
treated with respect. Children should 
not be taught to fear firearms. They 
should, however, be taught to regard 
firearms in the same way they regard 
dangerous power tools, like lawnmow-

ers and chainsaws, with caution and 
respect. When they reach the appropri­
ate age, children should be taught 
firearms safety and safe gun-handling. 

Balancing Safe, Yet Ready 
When keeping a firearm in the home 

with the intention of having it readily 
available for defensive use, you must 
remember that safety and readiness are 
mutually antagonistic. That is: The more 
safe the gun is , the less ready. The more 
ready, the less safe. You can't have it 
both ways. A gun that is perfectly safe 
is perfectly useless. 

When a gun is carried on your per-
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son, you have constant, direct control 
over it. But, a weapon kept in the home 
is often unattended. Every householder 
must decide for himself where he will 
strike the compromise, based on the 
perceived threat level and the nature of 
his household. If there are children 
around the house, or retarded people, 
or unstable people, the safety level 
must be higher than in a household 
where there is just one responsible 
adult living alone. If nothing else, the 
firearm should be kept out of sight. 
Nearly all accidental shootings involv­
ing children involved a weapon that 
was carelessly left in plane sight. 

As a general statement, if more than 
five seconds elapse between the time 
when you need the firearm and the time 
it is in your hand and ready to fire , it is 
not in a high enough state of readiness to 
justify having it around at all. A formi­
dable enough barrier must be placed 
between the gun and unauthorized 
hands to prevent accidents, but getting 
the weapon into your hand and prepar­
ing it to fire should not involve a lot of 
fumbling, remembering, or precise 
movements. Under the stress of a dead­
ly personal attack, you will have nei­
ther the physical nor the mental coor­
dination to accomplish such move­
ments successfully. 

PRDFESSIDNAl LOCKSMITHING TDOlS 
Trigger locks are little more than an 

exercise in self-deception and are high­
ly not recommended. Anything that is 
designed to go inside a trigger guard is 
a veritable invitation to disaster. As a 
general rule , defensive firearms should 
either be (1) carried on the person or 
(2) secured inside a locked container. 
Some locked containers are designed 
for quick access in emergencies. Others 
are more secure and are designed for 
long-term storage. 
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A defensive firearm can be a great 
friend and ally and has saved my life 
more than once. Guns can, however, 
cause no end of grief if you're careless. 
And when you live with guns, there are 
plenty of opportunities to be careless. 

The scrupulous observation of a few 
simple rules, combined with good judg­
ment and assiduous common sense will 
enable you and your family to live with 
guns and never experience even your 
first accident. Gunmen are distinguished 
from pretenders by three main points: 
(1) We don't have accidents with guns. (2) 
We don't hesitate, and (3) we don't miss. 

One of the nation's leading firearms 
trainers, john S. Farnam is a frequent 
contributor to SOF. He may be reached at 
JSFarnam@aol.com . ~ 
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lessons learned 
Continued from page 59 

that bad; it's the hard, cold, dry wind that will eat you up like 
you wouldn't believe. Chapstick, Chapstick, Chapstick, sun­
screen, sunscreen, sunscreen. 

Gators [ 4.2 All-Terrain Vehicle made by John Deere] didn't 
hold up too good; that place eats up tires like you wouldn't 
believe. They're a great thing to have when they're running. 
Also they're real easy getting them into to the fight ; getting 
out is a different story. You're always scrounging for aircraft 
when it's time to go. So be prepared to leave a few Gators. 

We used the CLUs [Javelin missile Command launch 
Unit with infared thermal sights] a lot, every night for that 
matter. Beautiful piece of equipment. They consume a lot of 
batteries and add a lot of weight. After it snowed, two in the 
company stopped working until they dried out a few days 
later. Other than that they held up real well. 

Go in with a good , or should I say great, [battlesight] zero 
on all your weapons. We never got a chance to re-zero while 
we were there. Also, zero all your spare weapons for replace­
ments, etc. On our last mission I hit a dud M203 [grenade] at 
75 meters with one round from my M4 using my M68 [Close 
Combat Optic]. 

It held a zero great. A lSG [!st Sergeant] doesn't normal­
ly abuse his weapon like a young soldier does , though. 
However, if they treat their weapons like ... Nintendos they 
should be all right. 

Our bn bought the ammo bags for the M240 [B Medium 
Machine Guns] from London Bridge. They worked great. 

Knee pads are a must. 

Quality sunglasses [are] probably more important [as] 
would be safety or shooting glasses. Bolle goggles are the way 
to go if you can afford it. 

We had one guy who was hypotherrnic one night. The medics 
and a wool blanket saved his ass. Green wool still can't be beat. 

Fleece gloves are the best. 
We also eventually (after we were done) received Barrett 

.SO cals [2+ lun range] for our snipers. Their M24s [.308 cal­
iber, 7.62-range only 1 km] never got used because of the 
extreme ranges. I think each company should have one. Or 
a sniper team, or a M2 [Heavy Machine Gun] with crew. 

Carry lots of thermite grenades and C-4. We used them a 
lot. Our engineers were great. 

Proficiency with the M203s [Grenade launchers]. Right 
now there isn't a viable sight for the M-4 [5.56- Carbine], 
so lots of practice with Kentucky windage. lots of HE, also 
mounting brackets for the AN/PEQ-2 [Night laser aiming 
device], for the AT-4s [Ml36 84 disposable rockets], the 
SMAW-D [Disposable version of 83 .m shoulder-fired medi­
um assault weapon rocket launcher] comes with one. Also, 
the SMAW-D is smaller, easier to carry and hits signifi­
cantly harder. Won't collapse a cave but but will definite­
ly clear it. 

Soldiers did great. You can always depend on them. They 
are extremely brave and want to fight. Gotta do realistic 
training. They'll do it just like we teach them. They'll patch a 
bullet hole just like you taught them . .. but they won't take 
off the soldier's vest to check for more bullet hole, etc. 

Because of the extreme ranges, you need the 3X adapters 
for the nvgs [AN/PVS-7B Night Vision Goggles] . 

There's a lot more I could talk about but probably better 
left unsaid. Hope this give you some food for thought. ~ 
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Operation Oman 
Continued from page 51 

rapid deployment arm of the larger 
civil development organ, CAD uti­
lized prefabricated buildings to bring 
necessities such as a shop, a school 
and a clinic into rural areas immedi­
ately following moves by the military. 
Teachers and medics were hired , 
many times from abroad, and posted. 
As soon as possible drilling rigs were 
brought in to provide a clean, consis­
tent water source. 

Despite limited transport and 
always short of money and material, 
CAD proved to be the ace in the hole 
against the insurgents who proved to 
hold nothing for the people but ideo­
logue, empty promises and savage 
reprisals when things weren't going 
their way. In the three-pronged 
approach to the conflict, it was CAD's 
tangible evidence of better days ahead 
that eventually denied the sea in which 
all insurgents swim; the people. As it 
was in Oman, here too will be the key 
to a lasting victory in Afghanistan. 

Civil Attairs: The True Queen Of Battle 
For The 21st Century 

While substantial differences do 
exist between 1970s Oman and 
Afghanistan today, the principles that 
were put into practice by the SAS can 
still be applied with good hope for 
long-term success. 

Like Oman, and so to with the war 
in Afghanistan, simple steps will prove 
to have the greatest impact. Major pub­
lic works projects in Kabul are a good 
and wonderful thing, but this war will 
be won or lost in the villages. What the 
Afghan people along routes of infiltra­
tion must see in the immediate future is 
tangible evidence that their lives are 
going to be better under a real govern­
ment. This means wells for clean water, 
roads, schools, clinics, light airstrips, 
proper local security and an end to 
kick-in-the-door searches by U.S. 
Special Operations. These are low-cost 
projects that can be done quickly and 
efficiently if good teamwork between 
NGOs, the Afghan people and Civil 
Affairs troops can be fostered. 

Again, the basics of security and 
standard of living will be more decisive 
than all the smart bombs we could ever 
drop or all the SpecOps raids we could 
ever launch. With Civil Affairs working 
to improve the life of the people, wean­
ing them from dependency on the war­
lords and U.S. Special Forces mentor-

s o www.sofmag.com • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ JANUARY 2003 



illltlEI) It-f)llf~ES 
llEIU~HANUISE OU'l'l.E'I' 

Buy on line @ www.afmo.com 

Time for Boot 
Camp! 

• Combat Boots 
Goretex • Desert • Jungle 

• Premium boots for Military, Law 
Enforcement and Public Safety 

• Mens and Womens sizes 
from 1 to 16, All widths 

• Mil Spec Gear, 1 OO's of 
Brands "On Line" 
Good to Go! 

www.afmo.com 
800-282-3327 

Mention SOF and Receive 
10% Discount 

When in Texas visit our 2 Retail Stores: 

Hwy. 121 @ Harwood, Bedford, TX 
N. Central Exwy. @ Beltline, Richardson, TX 

I 

One of SOF's all-time best-selling I-shirts 
is back. Oue to popular demand, we 
have reprinted the shirt that shows the 

I 
Rhodesian Army recruitment poster form 
the 1970s. Printed in black and red on 
white quality 50/50 shirt. 

$15.00 
•d~·sf :m:.4e~~~ ~~~Nr:~:r!~irt 

Speci fy design & shirt size: 
Sizes: M • L •XL XXL (add'I $2.00) 

Send Check/MO/MCNisa To: 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
5735 Arapahoe Ave., Ste. A5 

Boulder, CO 80303 
Order Online: www.sofmag.com 

ing a loyal militia across the insurgent 
lines of infiltration, there is no reason 
this country cannot stabilize. For this 
hope to become a reality, there has to be 
a firm commitment by the U.S. and our 
allies no matter how long it takes or at 
what cost. 

Currently U.S. Civil Affairs troops , 
mostly reservists called away from 
their jobs and families, are doing the 
very type of work discussed here. 
There is , however, one lacking compo­
nent critical to the success of their mis­
sion and that is funding. At present, 
there is only $ 7 million earmarked for 
Civil Affairs and other ally winning 
measures. At the same time, the 
Associated Press, on 15 August 2002, 
reported that the Pentagon claims there 
is no money to properly pay the new 
Afghan army we are training. This is 
the army that is supposed to stabilize 
and legitimize the central government 
we have installed. Meanwhile, a group 
of 100 students and researchers at MIT 
receive $50 million a year to develop a 
space-age superman suit that will 
allegedly make soldiers bulletproof, 
recycle their sweat into drinking water 
and allow them to jump tall buildings 
with "spring-loaded boots." 

In comparison to other defense 
expenditures, $7 million to civil 
affairs and little or nothing for a 
national Afghan Army is like giving a 
band-aid to a gunshot victim. The very 
people who will win or lose this war 
for us are given a back seat to such 
non-essential items as F-22 fighters 
and superman suits that will likely 
never see the field. This is not a mis­
take we can afford to make from both 
a moral and fiscal outlook. Compared 
to the actual price we paid to drive al­
Qaeda and the Taliban from power and 
what we are committing to actually 
finish the job , it doesn't add up. 

Failure to follow on and win the 
hearts and minds of our new allies with 
as much vigor as we pursued the 
destruction of the enemy will see all 
our efforts brought to naught. In the 
absence of a committed campaign along 
these lines and the failure to practice 
the restraint of power one would 
expect from an industrialized nation, 
the problems we sought to remove will 
return and with it the terrorist haven 
we fought to destroy. As much as cer­
tain forces in the U.S. hate to hear it, 
it 's nation-building time, and this time, 
we'd better get it right. 

Jim Bartlett is a frequent contributor 
to SOF. ~ 
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Let's Tulk It Out Before We Shoot 
War is a deadly serious business. If you 

have any doubts, ask the families of the 
fighters who either didn't come home or 

came back hurting. 
It should never be entered into without every 

citizen examining the reasons for pulling the 
trigger, as if a son or daughter were tasked with 
leading the charge, and then asking: Is this war 
necessary? Am I being told the truth? What are 
the consequences? What's the price our nation 
will have to pay? 

Unlike Nazi Germany, where people were 
force-fed party propaganda and then marched to 
their own destruction after wreaking havoc on the world, we are 
a democracy, where citizens and political leaders can - and 
should - publicly debate the pros and cons of going to war. 

Here in America, we're free to engage in a healthy nation­
al dialogue in which the war hawks can offer up every avail­
able shred of evidence to make their case against Saddam, 
and in which the anti-war crowd c<:n just as aggressively 
question the wisdom of employing the military solution. 

But lately, political passions have gone nuclear. Even 
though it's the responsibility of all true patriots to challenge 
a leader's directives, especially if he might be about to lead 
the nation off a cliff, those pushing for better justification for 
a pre-emptive war are being attacked personally - painted 
as bleeding-heart liberals, unpatriotic, or both. 

Many of our national politicians need to cool their jets 
and stop the name-calling. Their energy would be far better 
spent on detailed analysis than in steamrolling a divided 
nation by using a partisan agenda. 

As former U.S. Ambassador to the United Nations Adlai 
E. Stevenson, Jr. said when other hot-bloods were scream­
ing for war during the 1962 Cuban Missile Crisis: 
"Patriotism is not a short and frenzied outburst of emotion, 
but the tranquil and steady dedication of a lifetime." 

Fortunately, it's much tougher to stack the deck today 
than when Lyndon Johnson got us stuck into the bloodbath 
of Vietnam or when Harry Truman threw our soldiers into 
the Korean killing fields without fully understanding the 
consequences of Gen. Omar Bradley's earlier admonition 
that our Army "couldn't fight its way out of a paper bag." 

Since it will take a minimum of three more months [at 
press time, Jan. 03] before our ground forces now moving 
toward Iraq are in place, and we're not yet ready to launch 

a concerted air, land and sea attack, there's still 
lots of time for clearheaded talk before we slap 
leather. Sure, we can rush to start bombing, but 
then we'll have crossed the Rubicon and should 
be prepared for Iraqi bugs and gas - and 
Saddam perhaps blowing the dams on the 
Tigris and Euphrates rivers, turning our march 
to Baghdad into a swampy, long-term operation. 

We have nothing to lose, and everything to 
gain if, before we jump off, we see if Saddam 
will allow the U.N. inspectors to do their job. 
And if he won't, we need to ask whether the 
risk of further tightening the containment 

screw to include shutting down his gas station is less than 
the risk of going to war. 

We need to lmow our commanders have enough aircraft, 
munitions and troops , and that they can do the job without 
the support of the sort of coalition Bush so cleverly stitched 
together before Operation Desert Storm. We need to know 
that our combat soldiers have the iron discipline needed for 
combat; that they're sufficiently trained ; that we're fielding 
an Army properly prepared for battle and no longer crippled 
by the social experiments of the past decade that so seri­
ously degraded combat readiness . 

We need to know, too, that our warriors are ready for 
chemical and biological warfare and that the right measures 
have been taken to protect them from the 300 million grams 
of U.S. depleted uranium munitions - with a shelf life of 
250,000 years - that were scattered across the Iraq desert 
in 1991. Red-hot munitions so deadly that some scientists 
warn the tiniest dust speck might eventually kill you. 

We must do our duty by insisting that our politicians get 
real and deal with all the facts before allowing the first shot 
to be fired. 

When all is said and clone, American lives will be out on 
the line in a fight against a brutal opponent who's proven 
that he will stop at nothing to survive. 

http://www.hackworth.com is the address of 
David Hackworth 's home page. 

Send mail to P.O. Box 11179, Greenwich , CT 06831. 

Copyright 2002 David H. Hackworth 
Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 
For a great read, be sure to pick up Hack's 
new book, Steel My Soldiers ' Hearts. ~ 
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